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CITY OF BALTIMORE, Feb. 1st, 1820,

To Edward Johnson, Esg. Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

Dean Bin, -
THE Board of Directors of the Baltimore Second Dispensary believe
that their Charitable object might be materially furthered if tﬁeymld gain,
for publication, such of the letters and other interesting documents as may
be in your hands, and in the Health Office, on the subject of the late Epi.
demic Yellow Fever of this City ; and since the poor embraced by this Dis-
pensary have been the greatest sufferers, and have thereby uuedy forth this
display of Medical talent, which lies in your hands as so many dead letters,
it is hoped = su ion to the above effect would meet the general appra-
1 bation of the different authors thereof. Indeed the Board huve already as-
certained that several of the most lengthy and valuable of these communi-
cations will be given up for this purpose, provided a general invitation so
to do shall come from you.

. The Board therefore invite your co-operation and patronage, in order to
gecure, according to law, the above named documents, to be used for the
benefit of this institution.

Signed by order of the Board,

J. W. GILES, Sec’ry. B. D. B. S. D.

Deir Sin,

I have received your favour, and feel great interest that you should
succeed in your laudable exertions for the establishment and support of the «
d Dispensary, and most cheerfully will comply with your request and

‘a Circular to the several Medical gentlemen who have written on this
subject, and obtain their consent to publish them, which I have no doubt
will be considered a valuable work to the citizens generally and particularly |
1o the Students of Physic. ! .

With great respect your obt sepvt,

L EDWARD JOIINSON.,
J. W. Giles, Esq. Sec’ry. to the Second Dispensary.
—fe L ——

(CIRCULAR TO THE PHYSICLANS.)
CITY OF BALTIMORE, February, 1520.

Feenuvanry 4th, 4820,

Dein Sin,

THE Communication made by you to me, respecting the late Fever, ean
be used to answer a very valuable purpose by being published with the others
on the same subject, and the proceeds of the sale of the Pamphlet applied
to the Dispensary. Not feeling myself authorised to use it witheut your ap-
probation, I have te request the favour of an answer; and will take care,
ghould you approve, to serd the proof sheets to you for correction.

With great respect and esteem your obt, servi.
EDWARD JOHNSON.
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BALTIMORE, September 4st, 1519,

To Edward Johunson, Esq. Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

Dean Sin,

IT is a vacr that Jurge quantities of pine cord wbod have been used
on the Soath East corner of Fell’s Point instead of earth, for filling up to
the proper level a considerable number of water lots, ends of streets,
wuAnvEs, &e.

This vegetable matter is not necessarily applied to the purpose of filling
in, and I am clearly of the opinion that it is capable in hot seusons of gene-
rating the remote causy of ¥ellow Fever—That it has generated the cause of all
the Bilious Fevers which have prevailed here for many years back—That it is
now generating the cause of the prevailing Fever, and finally that it is the
most farmida!ﬁe nuisance in this quarter,

This may appear to you a novel opinion, but my reasons for it are strong,
and shall be furnished for your consideration if' it should please God to spare
my life until I have more leisure,

Accept assurances, &c.

A. CLENDINEN; M. I.
et 3 A—e

CITY OF BALTIMORE, Feb, 10th, 1620.
Diin Srry
THE Manuscript which I sent you on the Yellow Fever is at your
disposul ;—upon the conditions which you were pleased to suggest.
. Aceept assurances of very unfeigned respect,

SAMUEL K. JENWNINGS

ey e {——

(CIRCULAR.)
BALTIMORE, December 1st, 1519,
Dran Sin, .

WITTH a view to be enabled duly to advise the City Council in provid-
ing measures of precaution, relative to the Health of the City, ecalenlating
on the interest and disposition felt by Medical gentlemen on this subject, I
respectfully request your answers to the subjoined queries,

1. Where were located the first cases of suspicious or highly malignant
Fever, which vceurred in your Erncticc the pust summer, what description
of patients, as to mode of life, habits of body; places of resort, and to what
particular souree if any, and to what cause generally would you be ihelined
to ascribe their sickness ?

2. What nuisances either geéneral or Lﬁarticular were Wwithin your observa-
tions, that probubly impaired the Health of the City, from what sources did
they spring, and what measures would you recommend as likely to prove
the cheapest, most expeditious and effectual for their removal ?

3. Do you congider the late Epidemic under any circumstances contagi-
ous? be pleased to particularise any and every strong case caleulated to
shew its character in this respect.

An carly attenfion to the above questions, with such other matter as you
may deem useful, will be thankfully acknowledged by, Sir,

Your obedient humble servant,

EDWARD JOHNSON, Maros,
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Edward Johnson, Esquire, Mayor of the City of Baltimore.
Drar Sir,

A disposition to shew becoming respeet to the cirenlar

- communication of the Mayor of our City, more than an expeetation

of adding any thing to the many luminous reports whick will be
made by the fearned gentlemen of our profession, has induced me
to submit the following eonsiderations.

If a becoming diffidence of my own abilities had been wanting
in this instance, o knowledge of the highly respectable communi-
cations from almost every ail)' i the United States, found in the
Medieal Repository and other similar periodieal works, and in that
excellent instanee of Ameriean literature, the work of Doetor Ram-
say, would have tauzht me, that no very valuable opinion upon the
sulbjeet of Yellow Fever could be submitted, differing materially
from the views taken in those publications. Indeed it would seem
to me, that these works might kave been considered sufticient to
render the present enquiry unnecessary :—'Uhe deliherate conelu-
sinns of suerl men and of such physicinns, hring to my mind cone
vietion, whieh the unanimouns asseverations of' a host of ordinary
men, would have attempted in vain,

The amount of all these authoritics, may be summed up in one
short sentence: which is, that ¢ Intermittent. Remittent and Yel-
low Fever are merely varieties of one disease.”

That this sentenee eontradicts the opinions of many other phy-
sicians, both in Burope and Ameriea, Lam well aware.  In Great
Britain a very large body of the facully of that boasting Country,
decided hy vote, that the Yellow Fever of the United States, was
a confagious disease, And I am doubiful whether any of this
learned body had ever attended a single case of the disease in
question.

In too many instances men undertake to decide upon questions
of this sort, who are npot qualified to judge. Until within a fuw
4
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years, malignant diseases of whatever sort, have from time imme-
morial been cousidered contagions, by the learned and the illiter-
ate.  OF eourse, it was llilli:;il o find any Physician sufliciently
treed from prejudiee, to wpproach the subject without a mind ready
to exagzerate every thing like evidence of contagion, and to un-
derate all opposing testimony.

The very fuet, therefure, that individuals every way eompetent
to judge of the matter, are now found opposing the doctrines of
contagion, is of itself evidence of high authority, that nothing
short of overwhelmingz truth could have removed their prejudices
and ehanged their opinions.  And & momeut’s reflection upon the
condition and the coneomitant operations of the human mind, whea
it must break loose all its old associations, and encounter the pre-

“judices of the whole world, will evinee to any discerning enquirer
the superior elaims of those distingnished individuals, whose opi-
nions L shall ofter, ns counelusive authority upon this subject.

But before T proeeed to the quotations which are eontemplated,
permit me to premise, that of the buudreds and the thousands,
who deelare and helieve the Vellow Fever to be a contagious dis-
easey very few have ever seen ity and those who have ventured to
look upen it, came to the sight, with all the horrors which must
he felt in the field of battle ; expecting every moment a shuft of
contagion to transfix their liver ; of eourse they were budly quali-
fied to make u cool dispassionate enquiry : whilst our distinzuished
non-contagionists, have had rationnl eause to trivmph over all their
terrors and think like men.

Doctor Ramsay gives a history of the Yellow Fever as it ocenr.
ved i 1699, 1732, 1730, 1745, 1748, 1753 and 1755, “ In all
these instanees™ says hie, it was supposed (o have been imported,
But it never spread in the eountry, though often earried there by
persons wha died out of Charleston,”  Aweain he gives the history
of the fever as it oceurred after un interval of forty-two years, viz.
ATaE, 4705, 1706, 1797, 1799 and 1800, and remarks ﬁmt with g
few exceptions it tell exclusively on strangers to the air of Charles-
ton, and was in no instanee contagions. And he coneludes the
whole matter with this general inferenee, ¢ We have no reason to
believe the Yellow Fever, was either imported among us, or
communicated by contagion.”

Doctor Ramsay in a letter (o Doetor Miller of New York, dated
i8th November, 1800, says, *T'hat the disputes about the origin
of Yellow Fever, which have agitated the Northern States, have
never existed in Charleston.  “I'here is hat one opinion among the
physicians and inkabitants, spd thatis, that the disease was nei
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ther imported nor contagious. TUhis was the unanimous sentiment
of the Iletlical Society, who in pursuance of it, gave their opinien
to the government last summer, that the rigid enforcement of the
quarantine laws was by no means neeessary on account of the Yel«
low Fever.” ¢ My private opinion is, that the Vellow Fever isa
local disease ariginating in the air of Charleston.”” See New York
Med. Repository, Yol V. page 218 and 219,

Doctor De Rosset of Wilmington, North Carolina, deseribes the
symptoms of Yellow Fever, as having accompanied the Marsh

ever of that place in 1790,  He speaks of the town as heing much
exposed to the Marsh Efflavia, and of the summer as having been
unusually hot and dry after a very wet spring: OF this fever says
he, ¢ I have no doubt in my awn mind of its having orizinated
among us, nay moreg of its differing from our common bilions re-
mittent, bat in degree; of it originating from the same eauses and
heing agegravated Ey the circumstances of the season.”” ¢ L did not
observe one instance of its being contagious, nor do I believe it
was 80, * A few cases of our common Fall Fever take on all
the symptoms of a violent Yellow Fever.” See New York Med,
Repository, Yol. 11, page 143, 144

Doctors Taylor and Hansfard of Norfolk, Virginia, say that
ths Yellow Fever of 1800 in its malignant form always originated
on the hanks of the river, or on low new made ground and in
houses built on the docks. In all eases it heging with strangers
and new settlers, affeeling every one in proportion to his time of
residence, and leaving the old inhabitants not wholly exempt, yet,
proof azainst its destroying powers. ¢ Persons from higher fati-
tudes often fall vietims, but with Buropean strangers, the fever
was generally uneontronlable,”  Hee Mew York Med, Repository,
Vol. 1V, page 205—6.

This aceonnt of Doetors Taylor and Hansford, is confirmed by
Doetors Selden and Whitchead, two other physieians of Norfolk,
who speak of the exemption of the permanent inhabitants as a fact
to be aeconnted for from the great similitude of the situation and
elimate of Norfolk, to those of the West Indies, where the same
thing annually oecuers, They add, that the atmosphere for twe
months was canstantly heated above the 8sth - of Farenheit's
thermometer and sometimes to the 92th . and 93th ©. degree, but
very lrequently above the voth @,

These gentlemen add, ¢ that part of the town where the malig-
nant fever chielly prevailed, stands entirely on made ground, re-
elaimed from the river by sinking pens of large logs, and filling
them up chiefly with green pine saplings, which are slightly cover-
eid over with earth or gravel. Lo some places lurge openings are
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felt fap the Formation of docks, &e.”*  prHow exactly (Ley de
seribe the condition of Fell’s Point ! & For several weeks after
the fever had eommenced” they add < it was quite local,”  See
New York Medical Repository, Vol. V. page 129.

In 1801 these four physicians subseribed a statement which con-
tatned the following declaration, ¢ I¥e know of no instance in which
the disease has been communicated by contagion,” See Med. Rep.
Vol. V. page 225, &e.

In the year 1798 Doetor Davidge made a publieation respecting
the fever of (797 as it oceurred in Baltimore. He states that the
fever began in the ordinary form of Billious or Remitting Fever,
which ¢ was gradually lost in the severer degree of Yeﬂuw Fe-
very as the season advanced in the month of August. That from
that time till November the Yellow Fever alone was observed.”
He considers ® Intermittents, Remittent und Yellow Fever as
merely varieties of one disease.” See Medical Repasitory Vaol. 11
page 83, 4.

OF the Epidemic Yellow Fever which oceurred at Baltimore in
the year 1800, the Faculty ina report {o the Mayor says “ alter
the most serufinizing investization the faculty has found no proof,
ar even eause of suspicion, that the fever which lately so unhap-
pily afilicted our City was derived from foreign eauses.” They
proceed “ The faculty believe the following to have heen the
sources of the late Malignant Fever.  First, The Cove which ex-
tends from Jones® Falls to the interior of Fell’s Paint,” the condi-
tion of which they deseribe. ¢ Second, The Docks in general but
espeeinlly the interstices hetween the wharves, where the water
slngn:m-c] and afturded a propee matrix for the generation of pes-
tilentind efMuvia”

They also mention several other eauses of more Limited opera-
tion, such as stagnant water retained in ceflars, pends and fow
grounds, in the City and in its vieinity ; and finally the made
wrounds of whieh (he wharves and the lower parts of the streets
are formed, which if deseribed fully, would be a transeript of that
given by Doetors Selden and Whitehead of the made grounds and
wharves of Norfolk. From these sources < we dervive the first
cases of the late fever, and from these fomented by (he summer's
sun, we helieve o have been afterwards epidemie.  We are most
strongly impelled to aseribe our late Malignant Fever o these
causes, from having ascerfained that it did not exist in the high
parts of the City, remote from exhalation, unless it kad been ear-
ried there from the Point, or from the lower parts of the City.”

Doctor John Yaughan has given an aceount of the Yellow Be

e




L5393

ver as it oceurred in the year 4798 in Wilmington, Delaware,
which was published in the New York Medical Repository, Vol.
1L page 368, &e. In this, he states that he had previously be-
lieved this disease to be contagious. But the eirecumstances which
in his instance had taken [ﬁace under his observation, had led
him to adopt the contrary opinion. He had evidenee the most un-
equivoeal, that it had arisen solely from the noxious exhalations
to which, the lower part of the town particularly, was exposed;
‘“and he could not discover a single instance, in which the fever
bad been eommunicated to any person, who had not been within
the reach of these exhalations.”

Wilmington was again visited by this fever in 1802; and in
4803, Doetor Vaughan published ¢ A Coneise History” of it,
rinted in Wilmington in 1803, In this work, he confirms his
ormer views, and adds the difierence of degrees of danger, upon
visiting the infected district in the day time and in the night,
Many persons who had frequently visited that distriet in_the day
time and in fair weather, without injury, sickened by a single ea-
posure in the night time. ¢ The non-contagious nature of the dis-
ease was repeatedly attested by persons sickening after their re-
moval from the lower parts of the town, and ln:ing?l nursed with
every attentioa, and dying without communicating the malady to
their attendants.”” He also informs us, that every instance of bil-
fious or intermittent feyer, even of the most ordivary form which
occurred after the middle of September, if not arrested within for-
ty-eight or seventy-two heurs, invariably passed on to the malig-
uant grade of the disease,

Not to waste fime in noticing the instances of Yellow Fever
whieh oecurred in Philadelphia in the years 1699, 1741, 1747 and
1762, we all know the great mortality it produced in 1798, In
sousequence of ¢ (he great numbers attacked by it and the influence
of preexistent opinions on the subjeet of contagion,” it appears
that the physicians as well as the inhabitants, without reflection
or enquiry, concluded that it must be a contagious discase and that
it Im'fil been imported from the West Indies.  Doctor Rush though
he also at that time considered it a contagious diseuse thought it
had been produced by a cargo of damaged coffee.

In consequence however of the publication of a work upon the
subjeet by Doctor Dewees, and of subsequent observafions made in
the year 1797, &e. &e. Doctors Rush, Caldwell und eleven other
physicians of the City of Philadelphia, having formed an opinion
differing from that of the majority of physicians there, and # being
called upon by the Governer of Pennsylvania to stare for the in
furmation of the Leagislature, the resnlts of their researehes and
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experience, respecting the origin, progress and nature of the Fpi-
demie Yellow Fever, &e.” “T'hese gentlemen in 1707 in their an-
swer say “ We helieve the fever whieh lately prevailed in our
City, eommonly ealled the Yellow Fever to be the Bilious Re-
mitting Feyer of warm elimates, excited to a higher degree of
malignity by cireumstanees to be mentioned hereafter.”

They gave five reasons for their opinions, four of which I would
highly approve, but the fifth viz., *That the common Bilious and
Yellow Fever are elike contagious under certain circumstances of
the weather and of predisposition in the body,” was certainly ex-
eeptionable, -

After this these gentlemen with others, were again called on hy
the Governor. ‘T'hey declared in their letter, dated 3d Deecember,
1798, ¢ ‘That the disease is not eontagious in the West Indies,
and rarely if ever so in the United Statesy in hot weather; at
which time only it makes its first appearance in our country. So
general is this opinion, that some physiciaus have unfortunately
refused to admit the existenee of the fever in its commencement in
onr City only because it was not eontagions.”

At this time Dactor Rush had so strong 4 bias in favour of that
belief ¢ that he could not relinguish the notion of an eccasional or
accidental oceurrence of that quality, until very many proofs in
opposition to it, and those of the most decisive nature, had been
presented to his consideration.” At length he obtained the fullest
eonviction on the subjeet, and in a letter to Doetor Miller, pub-
lished in the New York Medieal Repository, Yol. Y1 page 135 to
150 he gives a lengthy statement of faets intended to prove the
Yellow Fever not to he contagions. Lowards its conclusion he
says “you will perceive from luiae facts and reasonings eontained
in this letter, that I have relinquished the opinion published in my
aceount of the Yellow Fever in the years 1793, 1794 and 1797,
respeeting its contagious nature.™ ¢ 1 was misled by Doctor Lining
and several West India writers.”

Afterwards in his preface to a subsequents edition of lis
Medical Inquiries and Observations he made the following deela-
ration, “In the fourth volume the reader will find a retraction of
the author’s apinion of the Yellow Fever spreading by contagion.
He begs forgiveness of the friends of seience and humanity, if’ the
publication of that opinion has had any influence in inereasing the
misery amd mortality attendant upon that disease. Indeed sueh is
the pain he fotls, in vecollecting that he ever entertained or propa-
zated ity that it will long and perhaps always deprive him of the
pleasire he might otherwise have derived, from a review of his
attempts to fullil the publie daties of his station.”
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Doctor Baneroft, of London, speaking of this recantation of Dr.
Rush, says, “if the conviction of any one man can reasonably in-
fluence the opinions of others on tlis subject, the preceeding de-
claration by Doetor Rush, ought te produce thit efleet, made as it
was, not preeipitately or eapriciously, but with slow and cautious
deliberation ; not from the impulse of former prejudices, but in
direet opposition to them—not from a vain desire of being consi-
dered intallible,” &e. &e. % Lo me” continues Doctor Baneroft,
¢ Doctor Rush appears as being more estimable after this honest
avowal of an error, than he would have been, had he never fallen
into itz and 1 earnestly hope, that in similar eireumstances T
should most willingly ful’lruw his example.” 11 is necessary that it
should be noticed that the Yellow Fever in Philadelphia 1743 began
in Water street, afterwards it appeared in houses adjoining ather
swampy gronnds near Doek streef, Kensington and Sonthwark, that
there, as in the cities and towns further southward, it resembled
the Marsh Fever in almost every circumstance, and that it left un-
hurt, the French fugitives from the West Indies, and others wha
had long resided in hot climates.  Also that it ceased immediately
after frost.

It is probable the Yellow Fever had frequently occurred in the
City of New York antecedent to the times of which we have any
regular account of it in that place. In the year 1791 a considera-
ble number of eases occurred in a part of Water Street near Peck
slip, at that time woted for the filthy state of the neighbouring
Docks, 1Iu 1794 it again accured to a greater extent. But the
subjeets of it, were persons who either lived or were employed near
the slips, wharves and other sourees of Marsh Miasma : which was
also the case, in the three following years.

In 1798 the disease preyailed as an epidemie, and according to
the aecount of ity published by Mr. Hardie of New York in 8 vo.
1799, it oceasioned the deatli of 2086 persons, in that City. The
committee appointed by the Medical Society to enquire into its
prigin, symptoms, &e. reported that it is not a contagious or
catehing disease.”” ¢ That it iy not communieahle from person to
person.”  See New York Medieal Repository, Vol. 111 page 293,

In 1800 in the neighhourhood of WWater Street, and of the differ-
ent slips, and other sources of miasmata, one hundred or more
cuses of Yellow Fever oceured simultaneously and intermiaved in
the same situations with intermitting and bilious remitting fevers:*
more that fifty of the Yellow Fever cases terminated fatally in a
few days, many of them exhibiting the symptoms of the yellow
skin, black vomiting and stools, hemorrhages, &e. On this ocea-
sion, no one pretended to aseribe its origin to importation.  Sec
New York Mediea! Repository, Vol. IV, puge 20T—8, The fuls
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lowing yedr, about {wiee the same number of cases oceurred, in
nearly the same situations and with similar circumstances. The
year 1803 exhibited very hot weather, which b;fzm in July: and
exeepting five or six days according to Doetors Mitchell and Mil-
ler, it was more intensely and uniﬁrmly hot, than they had ever
known it, in that elimate, for the same space of time. In conse-
sequence of this, the Yellow Fever beeame more extensive than in
any former year. During its eontinuance, there were reported in-
stances of individuals, sickening and dying in families, in which
no eases recurred.  Such an instance oceurred in the debtors pri-
son where the patient had been confined for the three preeeeding
months. Many aged and young persons whose condition actually
confined them to their houses, and without any previous ocelirrence
of any ease in the family beeame the subjeets of the fever. Many
fled not only to the country, but to the towns of Newark, Eliza-
heth-Town, Brunswick, &e. where they sickened and died, with-
out communicating infeetion in a single instanee, either to physi-
sieians, nurses or any of the attendants. Indeed there was a total
absenee of every thing like contagion even in the Yellow Fever
Hospitals. See New York Medical Repository, Vol. VIL page
183—4%.

And in 1804 Doctor Miller in a letter to the Governor, proved as
far as the subject was susceptible of negative proof, that the fever
in question, did not arise from any foreign or imported contagion.
T'his letter was published in the printed documents relating to
the board of health in 8vo. 1506, page 35. In 1805 the Fever ve-
curred accompanied by eircumstances so similar that they need not
be repeated. 1 will add only, that this year afforded still stronger
evidence in support of the same important positions ¢ That the
fever has a domestie origin, that it is not imported.”

By proceeding further north we find that the Yellow Fever has
also oceured at New London in Conneeticut. In 1798, after a hot
dry summer it was attended with considerable fatality, eighty-one
persons died, The first eases ocenrred near the water, and there
was no nlipearancc or suspicion of any contagion from the sick.
See New York Medical Repository, Vol. 11. page 304—5, 37210
378—also Vol. 111. page 229,

At Providence, the Yellow Fever hecame prevalent in 1797,
also in 1500 and 1805, ¢ It has uniformly made its appearance and
committed its prineipal ravages in the South part of Water Street,
or the Lanes o Alleys immediately adjacent i—and thoese solitary
cases, which have oceurred elsewhere eonld with very few exeep-
tions be traced to this devoted spot.” See Medieal Repository, Vol.
X. XT. page 829 to 337,

P e
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Doctor Wheaton, in his ¢ Brief Account of Vellow Féver, &e.”
informs us, that after an intensely hot sun, the thermomerter in an
airy situation ranging from 86° to 919, the Yellow Fever made
its first ap}llaeura.na"a on the 13th of August, * and continued to rage
to the 3oth of September.” One hundred and two persons were
attacked, forty-five died. ¢Its early disappearance was effected
by an almost universal desertion of that part of the town, and the
kindly influence of a very heavy rain and tornado, which occurred
on the 8th of October. '

In 1800, the first case of Yellow Fever oceurred at Providence
on the 15th of August, and the disease continued (o prevail, until
the 5th of October. Eighty-three cases were reported, of which
fifty died. In this instance also the sickly distriet was deserted,
probably more universally than before, with similar effeets.

In 1805, the disease made ils appearance as early as the 25th
of Jn'llzr, after a very unusual duration of hot and dry weather.
The Town Council direeted an immediate and eomplete evucuation
of this part of the town, and on the 10th of Augusi, it had disap-
peared. The people beeame impatient to return to their homes,
and several new eases oceurred in September,

Doctor Wheaton adds, “ Here as elsewhere, the Yellow Fever
has not heen propagated by the sick, in sitnations otherwise heal-
thy.” It was not conlagious, not even in the Hospilals. See Me-
dieal Repository, Vol. i puge 329 to 887,

At Boston during the prevalence of very warm weather, in Au-
gust 1706, at the South East part of the town, near to a consider-
able extent of flats, which were daily exposed to the action of the
sun, a fever began and spread from thence to the neighbourhood of
some of the docks, proving fatal to about thirty persons. Doctor
Warren, an eminent physician there, in a letter to the American
Academy of Arts and Seiences, declared that he had almost every
auntumn seen at Boston, a considerable number of similar cases,
“ not exeepting the black vomit, nor the yellow skin® and that it
was  what was properly termed, a Bilious Remittent Fever.”

In the year 1798, during the prevalence of hot weather the
thermometer was often above 909 and sometimes 062 of farenheits’
seale. In this instanee it attacked those only, who lived or passed
some time in the neighbourhood of a mill-pond, drained of its
water, so as (o leave its bed exposed to the sun; and in the viei-
nity of several spacious docks, inio which, there were thrown
large quantities of vegetables, &e. refused at the markets. Not
one of twenty who were first attacked, recovered. In all, three
hundred died of the fever. The epidemic was completely checked

c
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ly an inundating storm from the north east. The weather was
never known so hot, which prevailed from the latter part of July
to the middle of September.  Here as in all other places notieed
‘above it was not contagious. See Medical Repository Vol. 11.
page 360 to 363. :

The fever appeared again in Boston, in August 1802, and pre-
wailed until tu!.w mnull?ﬁf October, and \vilﬂrmgg?maljsgity
than in any former year; equalling the worst species of genuine
plague; yet the range of the disease was quite limitted.” So

at was the malignaney, such incorrigihle prostration attended it
Fr:;n its commencement, that indeed the patient might be said to
be dying from the moment of seizure.” 1t was confined neverthe-
less * to the same parts of the town as in former years, and whol-
ly to houses promiscuously situated at the keads of wharves, in the
south part of the town ; and it was remarkable, that if a patient
under the disease was earried out of the range of the morbid atmos-
phere, into a healthy part of the town, attended by persons there
resident, the disease was not communiested in o single instance :
hut not so, if he remained on the spot where he took the discase.”
See N. Y. Med. Rep. Vol. VL page 338—9.

T will be excused in having given this extensive history of the
Vellow Fever. 1t isa long and sad aceount of the distresses inei-
dent to our eities. But it will be considered appropriate on the
present occasion. And by the help which I have obtained from
the perusal of a work published by Doctor Edward Nathaniel
Baneroft, it has been somewhal convenient to eondense a great deal
of information, into a compass, on the whole, quite smis.ll enough
gonsidering its great importance.

T have performed this labour the more willingly, beeause the
wark from which the several extraets are made, is very volumi-
nous; as you will perceive by the references; and because it is
a work, which perhaps few men not of our profession, would take
the pains to examine, - Besides I understand some additional legis-
lation is contemplated, in respeet of this terrible disease; and as
some of the most distingnished medical characters among us, have
done honor to themselves and to the City, in judging rightly frem
the earliest instance of its occurrence, and pu Iisiing to the world
their views of this disease, I could not do less than offer my eon-
tribution towards the preservation of that honorable reputation, of
whieh without this labour I miﬁht have shared a dividend of gain
or loss without having evinced my willingness to parwake with
them, a reasonable portion of the toils necessary lo maintain the
ane or prevent the other.
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From the eonsistency, I might have said, the uniformity of these
veports from all the Cities, I may with much confidence insist upon
the identity of the disease in every place. And the joint opinion
of so many able judges supported by faels so unequivoeal, prove
with all nece certuinty, that Professor Davidge, used a lan-
suage which needs no explanation, # That Intermittent, Remitteni
and Yellow Fevers, are mercly varieties of the same disease 3
and it remains only for mz to state, that the few observations
which I was able to make during the late affliction of our City,
were entirely eonsistent with this view of the subjeet.

In the first family to which 1 was called, I had eight patients,
apprentices to a respectuble ship-joiner on Fell’s Point. Enr some
dzys previous to the eommencement of the fever, theﬁ were all

: “w in plaining a vessel at Price’s wharf,in the neighbourhood
of" lilf'nn(r Pitt Streets.  'The first of these eiiht cases, was like-
wise the first instance of attack upon any of the resident inhabi-
tants,  The fever was ineorrigibly malignant and terminated
fatally on the morning of the fourth day, with black vomit and
stool, heemorrhage, de.

The remaining seven were immediately removed to other houses,

in mora healthy situations. and were all preserved. It is worthy
of remark, that the facility of their recovery appeared to vary
with the distances to which they were removed from the water’s
edge, and to the elevation to whieh they were raised above the
surlace of the ground.
-1 had several cases which were taken sick alter their removal
from the Point, to the upper end of Howard Street, and to the
neighbourhood of the State Prison, It was truly remarkahle Low
much more manageable these instanees were, than similar instan-
ces remaining within the sickly distriet.  Several cases oeenrred
at Mr. Hussey’s, the tamer on Wills street at the Harford Run, 1
had good reasons for believing that these cases would have been
distinet instances of common remittent or bilious fever. had it not
heen for the deleterions exhalations of some duck-ponds in the
neighbourhood, which had become so eontaminated, as to kill the
ducks that were in habits of using them.

Immediately to the west of the Tan Yard, and about the same
distanice from the Cove. 1 had several ecases in one family of the
most regularly marked intermittents, that 1 saw through the whole
season.  Aud a littde higher up the Harford Run, 1 had a case
whieh after a very moderate use of' Cathurties only, was eured by
the removal of the patient to a hizh and remete part of the City.
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In conformity to the re‘lmri which will be sent up by Doetor
Martin, my observations perfectly satisfied me, that the worst
cases were those which ocearred in the neighbourhood of the
wharves. And that the greatest fatality befeF strangers and in-
temperate persons.

In eonsultation with Doetor Bond, Jun. I saw (wo eases in Capt.
Stiles* Steam-Mill-Factory, 1'hese persons lived immediately
upon the margin of the water. Bat they were not marked with that
high degree of malignaney which was quite eommon upon Fell’s
Point. 'They both readily recovered. Four cases occurred at Mr.
Freburger’s eorner of Hill and Forest Streets.  These were all
highly malignant: and two of them, were of the most violent Kind.
One a German three weeks only resident in this country. The
other a female of whom indeed it may be said, ¢ she began to die as
soon as she was faken ill.”” At Mr Freburger’s, the back yard
was well filled with ehips and other vegetable materials and upon
this mass of stuff was discharged daily through the summer, the
filth of dish-water and of the washing-tub.

Suffer me here to add a fact which oeeurred under my observa-
tion in Virginia. At the house of a Mr. Clark, formerly steward
to Mr. Jefferson’s plantations in Bedford county of that state, I
met with several cases of malignant fever. 1 accused the condi-
tion of his cellar-kitchen floor, with being the offending eause.
¥t was examined, and we found rotten weod sobbed in dish water,
&e. &e. to be the true matrix of the poisonons exhalations. It
was immediately removed. And although the first four who siek-
ened, all died ; one in two, one in three, one in four days after the
attack 3—of the remainder of the family, that sickened, perhaps
twenty in number, there was not one instanee which was marked
with malignant appearances. Mild remittent faver immediately
suececded to a fever before altogether unmanageable: and after
the removal of the rotten wood &e. every ease was cured with the
utmost facility. This fact so elearly deseriptive of the cause of
the fatality in that case, leads me to feel the more confident, that
the ehips, &e. in Frehurger’s yard, together with water of similar
deseription, had producea similar effeets.

With all the preecding testimony, eolleeted from so many eities,
by se many different and distinguished judges, all perfeetly consis-
tent with these views, with due deference, I proceed to give you
my opinion, respecting the Yellow Fever of Fell’s Point. The

same opinion will equally apply to the instances that oceurred on
Smith’s wharf.

First then, the hot weather served to evaporate the waters of
the Falls and of the Basin, till it was go highly charged with the
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necessary foreign materials, as to be fitted for the produetion of
the fatal effluvia, whieh, but for this, would have produced at the
worst, nothing more than the miasm which maintains interiit-
tent and remittent fever. This hilthy water, absorbed hy the rot-
ten wood, &e. &e. of whieh the wharves and platforms are con-
structed, as also by the immense mass of similar materials in all
the docks; the whole fomented by the daily aetion of the return-
ing hot sun, eonstituted the grand source of the poison effluvia,
which make Epidemie Yellow Fever. "T'he cases which oceurred
at Mr. Clarks® in Virginia, as also the eases at Mr. Freburger’s,
1 would offer as instances explanatory of what we ecall sporadic
cases of fever.

When through the influence of a hot dry summer, the waters on
a large senle are saturated with filth and slime ; then in all the
towns where there are docks and made grounds of sufficient ex-
tent and in suitable condition, we shall have Epidemie Yellow
Fever. And whenever a family shall be sufficiently thoughtless or
unfortunate, to suffer a similar combination to be formed too near
to their dwellings, or wherever individuals shall remain too long
in or near the vicinity of sueh a mass during a long continuance
ti'f hot and dry weather, we may expect sporadic cases of Yellow

ever.

All therefore' that the poliee conld reasonably do. promising uti-
lity towards preventing an Fpidemic Yellow Fever, should be
done in reference to the condition of the water and doeks—And
whatever is done in respeet of ordinary nuisances mny probably

se_ﬁ;le to prevent or render less malignant, instances of the sporadie
n -

As to the quaranfine laws, it will he pereeived that this collee-
tion of testimonies, with all its weight opposes the doctrine of con-
tagion :—of course, declares the inutility of sueh laws in respect
to Yellow Fever. 1Ina late memoir published last year, 1818, Ly
Professor Potter, upon the subject of ¢ Contagion more especially
as it respeets the Yellow Fever, &e.” The learned author has
very satisfaetorily proved the absurdity of making any such laws.
And the better to secure the just ¢laims of humanity in this import-
ant coneern, he has given a detailed exhibition of the injuries which
are sustained by those eommunities, whose prejudiees huve led
them to perpetuate these monuments of ohstinate eredulity. these
inhuman institutions ;—absardly eruel, sinee they serve no other
purpose but to inerease the afilictions of the eities, whose ports
they are intended to defend.

It is my private opinion, that if tle wharves were surrounded
by a good wall of stone or even of timber, so construcled as to af-
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ford reom enough to place a few feet of good clay between it and
the wharves as they now stand 5 and it the whole surface were then
covered over with a good stratum of similar elay, 1t would do
much towards the prevention of Epidemic Yellow Fever. The
elay recommended to be placed around the margin of the wharves
is intended to exclude the water and to prevent it’s gussage into
any cavities which may happen to remain_amongst the wood and
timbers of which they are construeted. The upper stratum will
lessen the impression made by the rays of the sun, and likewise
prevent the exeapement of any noxions gas from beneath. It
might also be useful to elose up all of the slips so as to ensure the
necessary flowing of the waters, at least as much as possible to
prevent its stagnation.

The contents of back-houses and other materials of similar cha-
racter, may by their accumulation elaim the attention of the police
an aceount of the offensive odour whieh they produce. But 1 am
not at all inclived to believe, that, Yellow Fever or any other
formidable disease, is ever produced by filth of this deseription.
But we shall seareely err in dreading as very formidable nuisanees,
every instance of stagnant water retained too long in negleeted
cellars, as also all those cellars which have long been the deposit
of wood, or in which there are rotten sleepers or others timbers,
boards or chips, in a rotting condition and sufficiently charged
with water to keep the dangerous fermentation in action,

To these well known causes of malignant disease, I beg leave
to invite particular attention. But as to all the other species of
filth found upon the streets or about the dwellings of careless
house keepers, they need no pther attention than will always be
seeured by proper notions of virtuous eleanliness.

There is one subject, however, which in a very special manner
requires legislative attention. 1 have reference here, to the great
importanee of removing the inkabitants from any distriet which is
known to be enveloped by an atmosphere which is producing Yel-
low Fever. Many complaints have been made against the Phila-
delphians on aceount of their apparent partiality towards New
York. But it ought to have been remembered, that, the board of
health in New York had the authority neeessary for the vaeation
of any part of the city, pronouuvced to be infeeted with Yellow Fe.
ver.  And therefore, although, the Philadelphians might have
erred in their opinions respeeting eontagion, this power vested in
the board nl’lleaflh and duly, anﬁ timely exercised by that board,
most eertainly afforded a degree of seeurity, which the board of
Baltimore, eonld not imitate. But this is not the most important
consideration, It will be remembered, that, by an immediate re-
moval of the inhabitants from the sickly district in the towns of
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Providence, Rhode Island, in 1815, the fever was made to cease by
the tenth of August. And the unequivoeal advantages derived
from a similar proeedure in r t to the inhabitants of Fell’s
Point, last season, must be sufficient to remove every doubt. 1t is

therefore clear, that in this matter, decision is indispensible and
that the Euﬂ"*' ealth should be furnished with all necessary
] | ] Aceaptansmr;nu;g;iga_‘ '_"?:"." -

A SAMUEL K. JENNINGS.
~ Junuary srd, 1820.







WHEN ealled on to gh:e some explanation of the nature
and erigin of the malignant Vellow Fever which recently made
its appearance amongst us, and to point such means ay might pre-
vent its fatal recurrence at a future time : fully sensible of the mo-
| mentous character of the subjeet, and aware, that the laws whieh
govern the appearance and disappearance of epidemic diseases are
. still shrouded in mysterious darkness, it was with much hesitation
| that 1 offered my opinion. A subject which deeply interests the

lives, fortunes and happiness of our species, eannot e viewed with
| cold indifferenee by any—how much must he be impressed with its
i magnitude, who, while he writes to instruet, has before him so
|
|

many records of the frailty of human genius, which, it would
seem, like the wave that ripples to the shore, eomes only to efface
the traces of that which had preceded it.  But, neither the time
allowed, or the incidental need which called forth the following
communication, admitted of that deep and serutinizing research,
whieh to have done it justice, it was necessary to have entered
i into, respecting those laws, whose active ageney over the material
' structure of the universe, is econstant in the production of causes,
alike beneficial and fatal, to man—in fine, to have treated of it, in
its extensive relation, to all animate and inanimate matter. Sueh
i a work, the result of wmuoch study and refleetion, with a continued

and diseriminating observation of the areana of nature, must be left

for a maturer time—On the present oeeasion, u few ideas were

put hastily together in a plain manner, unadorned by professional

b embellishment, to shew, that experience has confirmed as truthy,
| © principles of lasting importanee.  May their eorreeiness he appre-
? cviated to save our cities [rom the horroes ol pestilenee s and hnma-
|‘ nity, weep no more, over the base desertion of the needy and af-
Hicted.
P. MACAULAY.

i Fenrvary 21st, 1820.
| D



To Edward Joknson, Esq. Mayor of Baltimore.

SIR,

IN answer to the questions which you have done me
the henour to submit to my investigation I shall endeavour to offer
my ideas in as plain and concise a manuer as the important nature
of the Julb_leut will allow. The field is an extensive one, and has
successively been entered on by the most enlightened and able me-
dical men of the last half eentury, Their controversies and their
labours are before the world and althongh it eannot be said that
‘the ecanse, or if 1 may be allowed the expression, the essence. on
which the Yellow Fever depends has been really aseertained, yet,
so much light has heen shet!l on this interesting subjeet, more par-
sicularly by the British army Surgeons in the West Indies, and
some of our distingnished eountrymen, that much, very mueh, has
been done, by explaining its origin, progress, prevention, and cure,
in the mifigation of one of the most dreadful ecalamities, that ean
afllict human vature. The eontest which has arisen on the do-
mestic or foreign origin of (his disease, its eontagious or non-con-
taglons properties, has called forth so much talent, and has been
treated in so masterly & manner in our own times, that it would
be useless here (o enter upon it; indeed, to fulfil the objeets con-
templated hy this communication, | shall only be able to give an
epitome of the result of my observations and researches on its na-
ture and origin.  1f it shall seem to any that the prineiples I have
assumed and on which these observations are founded, are erro-
neous, to such I shall make this only veply, that mueh reflection
has convineed me that they are correet; and whenever their op-
ponents shall bring against them the mass of enlightened testimo-
ny, which can be aditueed in their fuvour, I am prepared to desert
them.

The disease ealled the bilious remiitent or Yellow Fever, is &
disease of elimate, unconnected with a foreign origin.  The ap-
pearance of this mortal fever at various periods on this continent,
as remarked sinee the year 1764, has fully established (his fact, as
it has always been connected with those high degrees of tempera-
ture which renders it the endemic of all tropical elimates. The
summer and autumnal seasons of the northern and middle seetions
of the United States, are sometimes attended with the excessive
and nnremitted heats felt beneath the tropicks. 1 do not know
that any experiments have been made in the warm elimates to as-
eertain under what degres of temperature the miasmatic effluvia, so
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euliar and fatal in its effeets, and on which the disease depends
is disengaged ; in tgany of the West Indin Islands the winters are
not sufficiently cold to eheck it entirely. Count Volney has re-
marked, that the heat necessary to produce malignant fevers in
Syria and Egypt was ahout 86° degrees of Farenheit, and Dr.
Dividson eonﬁyﬂns it in some degree with respect to the Island of
Martivico ; he thinks, that beginning at this degree of heat, the
malignant and infeetious properties of fevers keep pace with the
inc_rease_' of Wmﬁﬂ until !h’n‘-hpqiaale in p]ngue.

The sueceeding interesting observations on the degree of heat,
whiceh influences the production of Yellow Kever in our elimate,
by an intelligent eitizen of Philadelphia, who had remarked its
fatal recurrenee in that City, are most conclusive : it is part of an
aecount published more than two vears ago in the Daily Adver-
tiser and which at that time foreibly attracted my attention.

% By the following acecount of the mean heat at 2 P. M. of each
month in the last twety-five summers, it will appear eyidently that
the Yellow Fever has never within that period, prevailed here at
all, or so as to oecasion alarm, when the mean heat at that hour
of all June and July had been lower than 79 only a very little in
18023 and that in every summer when it had been above 74° it hag

yrevailed more or less, and that the mortality has been regulated
y the heat being higher or lower. In 1793 and 1798 which were
he hottest summers in all the twenty-five ye rs, it prevailed most,

 attended by the most extreme mortality. In 1797, 1799,
1805, when lower degrees of heat prevailed the mortality
was less.  In all the other years, exeept a small mortafity in 1802,
when the mean heat of those two munﬁ was below 799 at the hour
mentioned, we have had no alarm of Yellow Fever.

&1 eonsider the two months of June and July as goveining the
summer season, insomuch that by the fivst day of August, in any
ear, we may be pretty eertain whether we shall be alllicted with

ellow Fever or not ; so that if’ we find the mean heat of the Ther-
mometer at 3 P. M. placed properly in the shade, in a free eurrent
of air, at least twenty or thirty feet from any sunshine, and not
exposed to the reflected heat of any building, o be below 79° we
may rest easy, and conclude that we are not likely to be visited
with that seourge during the summer or autumn then passing over
our heads.

¢1In 1793 the mean heat of June and July at 3 P. M. was 82°
in 1798, it was 80°=6, both of which indicated the calamity that
followed ; but August 1798 was so extremely hot that it heightened
the mortality and made it nearly equal to what it was in 4793
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when the two first summer months were hotter, but August not so
hot asin 1703, ‘The wetness and dryness may also have an effeet,
pot yet well aseertained ; it being remarkable, that in 1805, when
the mean heat of all June and July was 79° and August §1°=7,
the two months of July and August were so very dry, that perhaps
not so much as one quarter of an inch in depth of rain fell till
within three or four days of the end of the latter month, when it
rained moderately : this rain appear d sufficient coming after the

receeding heat fo give activity to the dormant infection of the
%ellow Fever, which imm: diately broke out, more especially in
Southwark, where it was very mortal in all September. T'he use
of Schuylkill water, which is said to he mueh purer than the old

ump-water, may have had a heneficial effect by way of prevention
within the lust ten or twelve years: so may the regulations and
care of the different boards of health, which 1o a cerfain degree
ghould never be intermitted,  Still 1 am of opinion that the heat
not of o fow duys or werks, but the mean heat of the summer sea-
son, is the grand governing cause, under providenee, that exeites
or depressesthis dreadful and alarming seourge when it appears
in our City,”

To shew the temperature of the last summer I have procured
an neenrate Meteorclogical table kept by Mr. L. Brantz at his
country residence in the vieinity of this €iy.* ‘The degree of
heat must have been mueh inereased with us by the situntion of the
place, the reflection from the buildings, pavements, &e. | regret
that it is not in my power to obtain any journal of it.  On refer-
ence to the table of Mr. Brantz it will be ohserved, that the mean
degree of heat during the months of June July and August, is in
aceordanee with the statement above quoted of the degree of heat
essential to the production of Yetlow Fever. In June the mean
degrec of heat at 2 P. M. was ahove 83° of Fabreoheit; in July
above 85° and in August above 839,

® From the situation of Mpr. Brantz’s house the range of the Thermome-
ter which he hus given may be considered as the lowest during the months
of June, July und August, It is necessary to stute thut the tables which
follow, are but un abstvact of those kept by Mr. Brantz. His nice observa.
tions on the state of the Barometer and Hygrometer are totally omitted.




[ 25

1 d

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,
During the Month of June, 1819.

W

Lowest lst 72°
Bi®,

Mean

{Cloudy

Thermumeter.
5 T 2 0| Winde. WW f gien State of the Weather.
rise [PM.| PO
T o |72 oudy: P. M, fair
2_' 55173 clear, pleasant
3 59 (76 same
4' £2 | B4 ame : warm
5 65 | 88 sume
6 70 | 92 fair: very warm
fl 67 | 90 fair: hot
8 7092 ume [gust
9 70 | 94 2:10 inch. fhot, dry, clear: evening thunder
69 | 78 loudy
65 | 78 same [ning
69 | 86 1.10 inch. {cloudy : light showers in the mot-
67 | 75 . fair
ST | 7T . clear
54 | 76 ame
68 | 79 South,S.E ame
67 | 88 ! lear : hot
72 | 93 3 ame
72 | 82 \ windy, dusty
0] 58 | 75 | 63 IN.N. B, lear, pleasant
1| 55 | 82 |70 s B lear
2 % ';% 5 840 inch, Jelear thusdee
[ 70 (5. E. i e t in evenin
4l 64 | #0 | 66 [N, W. fair gus B
60 [ 85 [68 |[N.N.E. sume
61|84 |70 N.W,S.E. same
60 ) 89 | 74 N.W,S.W. clear, hot
170 |94 |72 N. W, 3-10 inch. [clear, hot : evening thunder gust
69 [ 88 |75 8. W. fair: P, M. eloudy
7018 |73 E.S E. 1.10 inch. lfair, windy : P. M, showers
&tate of the Thermometer| Prevailing Winds.| Water fallen by
at? P M N W.qr. 9 days rain.
Highest 9th 942, |Fair days 25 IN. E, 3 1 3.10 inch.

2ls.B. 14

Rainy 3 (S W, *
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,
Durmg the M&n% Qfé“’% 1849.,

L T T 2 e R B e e T TES
warmmm. L0 Praviaitin
Sun| 2 o L8 w s““‘ Df"(ﬂ w&ﬂlh‘
rise \P.M [PoM|
82 T T |cien.r, plu.fsam. y ; &i:lam
61 | 78 N, W . showers of rain, then clear eu-
5773 | 60 [w. N, w. | 1:10 ““‘1} clear: P, M. small shower
[ 55 | 83 | 69 |N. W. clear, plensant :
5/ 62 | 78 | 63 |N.W.5.E| ear, dry
6| 52 |77 | 62 IN.W.S E same, cool
71 55 (78 [ 70 (N, E. :
‘8| 64 | 86 | 70 5. E.
al 68 | 91 . E. fair: hot
10f 70| 93 8. W. clear: hot
11 73 | 94 5. W. [110inch jhot and clear: P, M. small sower
19} 69 | 92 . W. : car : hot
13] 67 | 90 .S E. ame
14f 70 | Su . 8. E. ‘ sume with heavy rain
15| 75 | 88 .8. W. (110 ine¢h |sultry, hot: P. M. thunder gust
16) 63 | 91 CN. W. | 4:10 inch  |clear, hot: showers i in the mght.
68 | 82 .N. W. fair and pleasant
18| 61 | 80 e
19165 | 78 | .N.E. ok M. clear, pleasant
20| 57 | 81 ERI &M
21162 173 . E, ' clear
22| 64 | 88 8. 8. E. 1 lear: hot
23/ 65 | 82 E. | 120 inch  [cloudy, at night rain
24| 70 | 80 ANL B lovercast : drizzly
2573 | 88 5. E. 520 inch  air: thundes ust durwg mg-ht
26| 71 | 88 5. 8. E. 210 inch fur P M.
27| 69 | 87 (8., ' 2"
28/ 60 | 91 | 79 |W.S.W. |
39/ 68 |93 | 77 (W . N'W. |
.'50;;1 05 | B2 jw.vow. s
72 | 96 | BS [West 8. B." same
State of the Thermometer Prevailing Winds.| Water follen by
at2 P. M N. W. qus. 7days rdin,
Highest 31st 969  [Fair days 30.[N. E, 4 2 2.10 inch

Lowest 3d 73°  [Cloudy LIS, E. 14
Mean 85° RS W 6
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,
Dﬁ'ﬁg the Month of August, 1819,

e ——

473

same : P, M. thusdergust.
fair, pleasant e

i [rain in night
same ; . M. thundergust, heavy
oyerenst : sultry: rain at night
[showers

cloudy, rain
clw, pleasant

lﬂﬁhdo

ﬂmﬂ [day
t}hudymtnmg- s elear & pleasant
air
fau-, coal

Prevailing Winds | Water fnJm by
: . W.gr. 3days rain.

| 14&,98’; F'nu' dﬂyﬂ 26 Na E 8 4 3-10 inches.
Lowest 24th, 702, (Cloudy 4 S. B, 14
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"These degrees of heat subjected us to the full influence of a tro-
pical elime; it canuot therefore be wondered at, that the endemie
of the tropicks should appear among ns. 1t is a faet of eommon
ebservationthat throughout the middle and northern States the
same degree of heat usually prevails during our summer seasotu,
henee the disease made its appearance in Boston, New.Vork, Phi-
ladeiphin and Baltimore nearly at the same time. In the three
first name ! cities, its progress was happily arrested, with the ex-
ception of New-York, where the remote eause seems to have exist-
ed in a stronger degree.

Maoreover, this discase was not confined to the sea ports, for on
the borders of many of the streams whieh flow 'thi"ougmarshy §ie
tuations and empty themselves into the (“hesapeake and Delaware,
the ordinary hilious remittents of the climate rul on the agsravated
form of hilions remitient Yellow Fever.®*  ‘T'he southern seetion of
our eountry has been devastated in a remarkable degree. At New
Orleans the noxions exhalations generated by the elimate seems to
have exeeeded in foree those of any other year since its eession to
the United States; so powerful were its effects we are informed,
that the Creoles of the country, who are usually exempt, saffered
from its influenee, and although the City was so generally desert-
ed that not more than eight thousand of its inhabitanis remained,
three thousand were its vietims. “Throughout the Valley of the
Mississippi, along the eourses of the streams that empty into the
Gall of ];dexieo as high as the Frontier Military Posts of the
United States, its ravages have extended. This forms a melan-
choly contrast with the mild and salubrious summer and autumn
of 1816, which preserved universal good health through every sec-
tion of our country. '

It would e useless here to prosecute the enquiry further, enough
has heen said to establish the faets which 1 have stated. It ean-
nat, however, he denied by any, that the most intense heat of eli-
male is not eapable of itselfy to produce a disease like Yellow Fe-
ver, yet it is the great agent, which operating on certain causes,
produce effects so fatnd to the population of this country.

Of these eauses, which are local in their nature, T shall only
notice such us seem to me to have been the most prominent in ori-

*Several cases of Yellow Fever occurred in this City in persons who vi-
sited the marshy situations sbout the Patapsco and Chesapeake. These
persons had held no communication with the infected districts of the City,
ti]:{dlseasc had the spme character and was attended with the same mor-
talily.
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ginating the late malignant fever of this City. 1f my observation
15 ot eorrect, 1 trust the errors will be pointed out by those whose
opportunities of judging were so much more exteusive.

_ «

‘The Yellow Fever has been observed always to appear in these
parts of Cities that are low and abounding in filth and stagnant
water, about unpaved and dirty stree(s, the wharves, alleys, nooks,
and confined places. hl;hl‘&m ?mmee. of the disease in this
City having tested this truth : I shall now proceed to point out
e nhilir‘the--following Boade s - :

4. The -ujnrhaya,d streets and wharves which have been mug]l;
filled up by the aceumulation of putrescent materials; sueh was
the case with Wolfe street and some of the adjoining wharves
where the disease commenced, and had been observed to make its
appearance during the warm season for some years past *

2. The state of the wharves. These being formed by encroach-
ment on the harbour were incorrectly filled in with wood ; the fae-
ings, which were also composed of’ logs, by gradual decay have
adgjnitted the water, thereby forming subterraneous pools. This
was discovered by a recent wspection of Carr’s wharf. 1f the sun
can at any time penetrate here with sullicient power, the most nox-
ious vapours must be exhaled. May not this have been the cause
on Smith’s wharf ?

8. The aceumulation of filth in the docks. Nearly all the ani-
mal and vegetable matier aceumuliuted in the streets of the City is
eonveyed by the sewers and gutters into the Basin. This mass of
water unfortunately has not a sufliciently free cireulation and dur-

e

* It must be abgerved, that the remote cause of Yellaw Fever is often me-
nerated in situaiions whore putrescent and fermenting matters abound, by a
few days or weeks of ardent heat with the addition of some moisture.~
Thus we frequently see in the low dirty streets of our cities or ahout their
suborbs, in the neighbourhood of Rrick Yards, und ponds, cases of high
toned bilious remittent or intermitient fever taking place when heavy show-
ers have been succeeded by intensely hot sun.  Several cases of Yellow Fe.
ver oceurred in the neighbourhood of Wolle Street in 1817 and 18, and were
then correctly attributed to this cause. But the miusmuta thus produced,
both as it respects force and quuntity and its capacity for diffusion through
the suwrrounding atmosphere would seem to depend much on the general
charscter of the elimate.  That it existed at the commencement at a few
points in a highly concentrated form, there can be no doubt. Nearly all
those who first received the poison died, and its effects could be traced
with the direction of the wind up one street, or with a corresponding change
across to another, until it impregnated the atmosphere of two-thirds of
Fell's Point. :

E
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ing (he calm seasons it remuins nnd‘vl stagnant. IF not kept sul-

ficiently deep, those substanees which are reeeived éﬂlﬂ_ the doeks
may prove a souree of maligount fever. This Linfer, from what
was observ#tl during the prevalence of the South East winds in
August tast. 1he fisho whieh usually dwell in the mud of streams,

became so mach affeeted by some vl mﬁﬁr.ﬂaéir natmial element,
that they were seen rising to the surface a’ong-side ol the wharves
in an alwost lifeless state.  And bubbles containiug gas which had
the smell of Sulphuretted Hydrogen were constantly rising and
discharged on the surface of the basin near the wharves,

4. The right assunied and too often exercised by many individu-
als of retaining Glth and offal of every diseription about their dwel-
lings, or permilling water to remain n their eellars, which ocea-
sionully prove. offensive to a whole neighborhvod.  This is a too
common source of disease,

5th and lastly, The atmosphere at the Point was much vitiated
by the pumping of the bils-water, and the discharge of the foul
ballast of the Ship l_Tniu-ﬁ »tates which arrived at this City in
August with passengers from Amsterdam. Uhis ballast was dis-
charged on ope of the wharves near Pitt strect, where it remained
expssed in an almost puirid state, under the hieat of a burning sun
until remov. d by arder of the Corporation, ‘The diseasc which
previously commenced in that seetion of the City inereased afier-
wards, both in extent and violence.*

Auny one of the causes above enumerated was sufficient of itself,
but it is moest probable, that they all conspired to produce the la-
wmentable effeets which attended the epidemic of 1819,

It now remains for me to answer that part of the enquiry which
relates to the most eficetual means of preventing the recurrence of
a calamity so fatal. “L'hese means are, -

1st. An energetic police vested by the constituted authorities
with such powers as will enable them, where the welfare and safe-
ty of the whole communily are endangered, fo aet promptly und
effectively, in the removal ol persons and property.

® Much beingesaid with regard to the state in which the ballast of the
ship United States was discharged, it is proper for me to remurk that it
did not come under my own inspection, but the suthority on which 1 hive
made the above stutement is from the report of the committee who were ap.
pointed by the District Medical and Chirurgicsl Society to examine nuisan.
¢es and report the same to the Corporation.
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#d, The attention which should be given fo the docks and wharves,
The former should be eleansed during the spring hy the machines
used for that purpose ; and the latter, more partienlarly where
their situations are low and wet, shonld bhe l!}ied up with fresh
earth and paved: and as soon as praeticable faced with stones,
similar to the new wharf on Pratt Street. This last will be a
most important improvement.

3d. Those sireets, lanes and alleys which are unimproved, more
especially such as are in the vicinity of the docks. should he open-
edpleluring the winter, dug out, and cleansed : in the spring. filled
up with fresh earth and paved.  "Those alrendy paved, which re-
tain water should be raised, and an inereased at ention paid to the
gutters and sewers. In the large Cities in Kurope, greatand mortal
epidemies have disappeared by a strict regard to these eircum-
stances,

4th, The most rigorons measures should be adopted to prevent
ships in a foul condition from coming up to the City, before the
have been properly ventilated.  Dr. Rush asserts, that the Yellow
Fever which prevailed in Philadelphia in 1797, and was eonfined
to the distriets of Southwark, and Kensington, was owing to the
foul air of two ships, one from Marsailles, and the other from
Hamburg, whieh discharged in cach of these sections of the City.
The disease af that year was limited in its extent to the distriets
in whieh it first made its appearance.

5th, Particular regard should be paid to the storeing of the large
quantities of timher, in the various lumber and ship yards. These
masses of vegetable material ean do no hurm if they allow of free
“ventilation, and are not deposited in situations where they are im-
mersed in waler.

6th, As the Cily extends, lots should be procured hy the Corpo-
ration, as publie squares, to favour the free cireulation of air. I
would particularly recommend the planting of trees generally : for
this purpose, same of our forest trees which are highly ornamen-
tal, may be introduced, they would prove eminently useful in puris
fying the atmosphere, and would afford shade during the summer,
They should be under the eare and proteetion of the Corporation
and sueh ordinances made as would ensure them from injury.

- th and lastly, It has heen observed by Count Volney that ¢ the
Amerieans boast with little reason of their general eleanliness, for
the subdrhs and quays of some of our eities surpuss in publie and
private nastiness, any thing he ever saw in Turkey, where the at-
mogphere is salubriously dry.”—1Is this the fact? Be it, or be it
not, we are bound by all the laws of humanity and interest to per-

T ol PR, o
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petuate it as a libel by a striet and constant attention to upiversal
cleanliness, both public and private. For this purpose L shall
propose,

1st, Additional heay penalties, 1o be laid on all citizens for re-

taining about their dwellings or manufactories, offensive matters of
any kind. -

2d, The more general diffusion of the Hydrant water in those
parts of the City, where water from the City Springs, or from
pumps that are dpnre, cannot be easily obtained—It should be uni-
versally adopted for eulinary purposes.

3d, An inereased attention in watering the streets during the
warm months.*  May not streams be brought from the neighbour-
ing heights, ihruuih aqueducts at a small expense, so as 10 furnish
every part of the City with refreshing fountains ?

In reply to the question touching the contagious nature of Yel-
low Feyer, 1 give it as my deeideE opinion that the discase is un-
der no circumstances contagious, and that during its prevalence
here no case ean be adduced to prove it so—on the contrary, no in-
stance oceurred where persons infected by breathing the noxious
exhalations in those parts of the City in which the disease origi-
nated, many of whom took refuge, and died, among their friends
in the most populous distriets that were not infected—not a case,
1 repeat, and they were numerous under the worst grade of the
disease, imparted it to their altendants.

In the City Hospital to which patients were daily removed, pau-
pers in filth and rags, many of whom died shortly after their ad-_
mission into the house, and under all eircumstances the most fa-
vourable ta spread the infection, neither physicians, nurses, or at-
tendants or any person in this large establishment, received the
Yellow Fever.

These facts have led to the following eonelusions on the system
of Quarantine regulations of the seaports of the United States.

e

* This custom adds much' to the comfort of our citizens during the warm
months, and is perfectly sulutary when attention is paid to keep the streets
whieh are watered free from filth of every description ; if the streets be un-
clean, the addition of moisture will vecclerate the putrefuctive fermentation”
and give origin to the cause of disease—Let it be remarked however, that
there ought not to be a street in any of the cities of the United States (if
they wish to remain free from pestilential fevers) so dirty, as to incur this
risk, for the dews of night, or the rain which descends from Heaven to mois-
4en and refresh the earltﬁl may bring for them the seedsof misery and death.
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1. 'That where they have been instituted to prevent the Yellow
Fever from hei:g imported by contagion they are oppressive and
injurious to the Commerce of the country.—But,

2. They are essential and should be preserved under the strictest
rules to prevent the admission into our ports of ships with eargoes
in a perishable state, Evé?large seaport should have at a pro-
per distance, docks and storehouses, where vessels of (his deserip-
tion, and all vessels arrivi

ssels ng in a filthy condition should discharge
and be properly ventilated.¥ '

In submitting the foregoing observations to four attention, I
have endeavoured to perform a daty I owe my fellow eitizens, un-
hiassed by favour or interest, they are the best result which I eould
arrive at for their welfare.—1 trust they will prove both satisfue-
tory and conclusive, .

If the great Auvthor of nature has ordained that iu those laws
which regulate matter, certain causes shall produce effvets, the
ageney of which is destruetive to the life he has given; so in his
unceasing wisdom and Kindness, has he shed the light of reason
on man, which improved by his industry, enables him to obviate
the dreadful effeets which result to his happiness, aud existence
from derangement in the physical strueture of that globe, on which
he is destined te live, ¢ The means of preventing them,” says
one of our celebrated countrymen, ¢ ure as mueh under the power
of human reason and industry, as the means of’ preventing the evils
of lightning and common fire”—Guided by these noble handmaids,
as the chief magistrate of a rising and flourishing eommunity of

enlightened freemen, may it long be your enviable station to dig-

pense to them, health and happiuess.

P. MACAULAY.
North Gay Street, December, 1819.

* After this communication had been presented to the Mayor, 1 received
and read with much interest and satisfaction the statement by Dr. Pusculis
of the nccurrences connected with the appearance of the malignant Yellow
Fever in the City of New York. .

The similarity of our observations on the production of the cause during
the past summer is deserving of much attention. Dr. Pascalis’ statement is
richly entitled to the high consideration due to the record of a learned and
eminent physician, whose judgment has been matured by extengive travel
and research into the climates, in which the Yellow Fevermakes its TAVages,
botls in the old and new world.
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: BALTIMORE, December 29th, 1819,
Dsan Sig,

YOUR Cireular, officially addressed to me as one of
the Medieal Faeulty, from whom you request Answers to several
Queries, would have been snoner acknowledged, and reegived that
early and respeetful atteution which Tam anxious to pay, had 1 not
met with so many interruptions from business, &e.

As 1 had declined attending on Fell's Point during the preva-
lence of the malignant diseuse of last season, I am not so wefl ena-
bled from personal obs rvation, at that time, to answer these que-
rics, perhaps, so much to your satisfaction, as same other physiei-
ans who were more immediately in practice in that part of the
City, and who, with other Physicians of the City will supply my
deficiencies. Dr. Page was much engaged from its commence-
ment until its termination—=On his information 1 can econlidently
rely, having been connected with me in business from the year
1808 to 1816 and had an npl:nrlunily of seeing the same disease in
1808, which originated and was located in the same street, viz.
Pitt street, in its most malignant form—A prompt removal of the
Anhabitants by my advice at that time, no doubt saved many lives ;
all other parts of the Point, and City generally (as in the last sea-
son) with the exeeption of Pitt street, remained in unusual good
health.—1 have therefore siry, no liesitation in asserting that the
disease of last season was a Yellpw Fever, similar in its causes,
symptoms and cure to the Fever of 1794, 97 and 1800,

It appears to be generally acknowledged, that this is a disease
peenliar to most seapart tovwns in hot elimates and originates from
domestie sonrees of vegetable Pmni‘aminn ; and is not contagions,
or 'communicable like other infectious discases, out of the range of
its atmosphers—"The Small Pox and Measles, &e. so universally
known to be inleetions, ean be earried to any distance from its
souree in all seasons, and states of atmosphere ; but the Yellow
Fever vxists only in hot weather and extinguished by frost—Al-
though with all the pains that ean be taken by a vigilant Board of
Health, we cannet caleulate upon keeping clear of oceasional vi-
sitations of this distressing malady 3 yet it is reasonable to expect
that much may be done to prevent its oceurrence, by a persevering
atteniion to the removal of nuisances in the City, and foul ships
after long voyages, or erouded with passengers, from our wharves.

‘I'here is great reason to ascribe the first cases of our late sick-
wess, to a ship which discharged her whole ballast on Price’s
wharf at the lower end of Pitt street, which was so foul and of-
fensive, that many in its vieinity were seized with immediate vomit-
ing and sickness; and an alarmiog Fever was soon perceived to be
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prevailing in that veighborhood with great mortality——This ship
called the United States had heen on a long voyage to the East-
Indies and returned by way of Holland, where she took in upwards
of two hundred passengers, and arrived here about the middle of
August, and shortly afterwards hauled into Price’s wharl. and be-
gan to discharge her sand ballast, which, as the vessel made much
water, was in a wet state, with mueh damaged rice and other pus
trid vegetuble substances, (refuse vegetable stores, perhaps, laid
in for lie ! ~with itz this offensive stuff lay on the

e/ ) mis
wharf for two or three weeks under a hot sun and continued dry
weather ; and was finally huulled away in earts through the streets;
the result was as before mentioned, from about the 26th of August
till the commencement of frost.

The nuisanees in the City are of various kinds and have been a
subject of much discussion, what is, and what is not a nuisance of
dangerous tendency : it would however, I think, be erring on the
safe side, to remove as much as possible, those which powerfully
afleet one of our senses in purtieular,

It appears to me that a prominent source of disease at the Point
(as 1 have observed the Fever in 1808 and this year, originated
in the same streets and equally loeal in its operation and inﬁuunee,
travelling round what is ealled Morgan’s Cove, and up those streets
lending thence, viz. Wolfstreet and Annstreet,) is the vast quantit
of green timber with which the shores are lined, half eovered wit

waler, during the hot season, the unavoidable consequence of Ship

Yards ir the City.

- T have thonght some better regulations might be adopted in ves-
peet to privies ; in many instanees of contined yards, they are
placed so near the back door that you may smell them us soon as
you enter the front—in such cases, perhaps, shifting boxes or
drawers runving on pullies. would be an improvement, which should
be emptied every week in summer and monthly in winter : they are
very senerally used L am told, in New York : and I was miformed
by Colonel O’Donnell in his life time that while in Caleutta, the
same method was adopted, and with supposed advantage to the

‘ health of the City.

Would it not be adviseable to add two Physicians to the Board
of Health, one on the east and one on the west side of Jones’

. Falls—It is worthy of remark, and an encouraging circumstance,

that the mode of treating this Fever is so well understood, by the
Physicians of the present day, if immediate application is made,
X verily believe not more than one in twenty, in the aggregate,
would die, and where they have the chance of nursing and neces-
saries, & still less proportion.—Dr. Page assures me, he lost but
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five out of ninety—1I had about twenty cases of the fever, 1 Bank
and Gough streets, and in families that had removed into the
country, all of whom recovered ; although from my experience I
may assnme some degree of merit in the method of treatment, I huve
the eandor to allow, that these eases, the former being .euntiﬁllmut
and the latter remote from the ;v;.‘onugiou_u atmosphere although ea-
pable of being traeed (o the same causes, were modified by a purer
air, into a milder form, and eousequently more manag‘eaﬁle.

Iﬁeaunnt conclude this letter without eraving your indulgence
and availing mysell of this opportunity and the advantage of an

old aequaintance, to remark further:

In the former years of this Fever's prevalence, it will he remem-
bered, 1 resided on the Point, and was the only Physician with
four assistants who kept the field; and as it was a post of danger,
should have been the post of honor, but | have reason to regret it
was not so to me, for notwithstanding the great inerease of labour
and expence, risque of life, and anxiety of mind, during those
seenes of horror and dismay, and while 1 was visiting and pre-
seribing daily for six weeks in each of those years for eighty to
one hundred and twenty, I never received any aid or was honored
with a public testimony of thanks for my exertions and future en-
couragement—The possibility that similar seenes may yet oceur,

. althongh it may be deemed a supererogation, induces me to bring
into view, whatever may be of nse to those who eome after me,

Wihen my own (rials and the distress of others are brought so
fresh to my reeollection, my heart is filled with devout gratitude
to the Supreme Ruler of Events, who spared my life to my family
and who eaused the pestilence to dpuu over and around me unhurt;
and a sincere beliel that I was made his instrument for the saving of
many lives, and comforting even the dying,seeing they were not left
without human aid, supported me above all peeuniary considera-
tion. and is at the present moment a consolation superior to all
worldly praise or eompensation.

Wishing you many happy returns of the season,
X am,
Very Respectfully
Your obedient humble Servant,
- JOHUN COULTER.
Edward Johnson, Esq. Mayor.
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BALTIMORE, February 13th 1820
Dear Sin, :

THE Communieation I had the pleasure to address
you on the topics indicated by your nole, was never intended to
assume a publie form, but if it can serve as an auxiliary in the
promotion of the lauduble object announeed in your present request,
I cheerfully wave all objeetion on the score of its imperfeetions,
and leave you at liberty to use it as your judgment may direct.—
1 beg however to have the sheets deposited with me for correction,

Very Respectfully,

T, H. WRIGHT.
Kdward Johnson, Esq.

-

— L A —— .

Dgan Sin,

I regret that it is not in my power to make such a re-
turn to your note, as will be likely to aid the important and Izuda-
ble purpose which prompted that communication.

The point of my residence, (the northern extremity of Liberty
street) renders it improbable that 1 should see mueh of a disease
arising chiefly at the southern limits of the City, and confined for
the most part, to the immediate vieinity of its source of origin.
Aceordingly but few cases ol the late Epidemie (or rather Endemic)
fell under my observation. Those eases oceurred in persons under
common cireumstances, and of whom nothing was known which
might occasion a liability to suffer from the disease, farther than
their residence within the infected distriet; they were nearly all
residents of Fell's Point, who had removed upon the first oceur~
rence of the disease in their families. A few cases of aggravated
Bilious Fever (eommonly termed malignant) oeeurred in persons
resident on the western border of the City, but such of those cases
as were submitted to my ecare, were unequivocally tracealle to ha-
bits of mueh intereourse with those places where the cause of the

disease was peeuliarly operative.

The different specifications of your First Query have thus been
answered very briefly, but as clearly as my limited information om
the subject will allow. Some of its topics embrace a field of spe-
culation spacious and interresting, but over suck ground it is pes-

K ;
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sible to travel far without eollecting much to reward the labour of
pursuit, , AL,

On the second head of your enquiries my ineapaeity to advise,
“waould perhaps render total silenee most becoming ;—It contem-
plates the prevention in future of those formidable evils, by whieh
we have recently suffered ; and certainly the complete oeclusion of
a calamity Iraught with so many political and soeial ills, is an
object worthy all the energies, and all the industry, which may
in any degree favour its accomplishment. Considering it probable
however, that opinions on this subjeet will be eopiously furnished,
by gentlemen better acquainted than myself with these [ocal eonsi-
derations from which correct practical inferences must be drawn,
1 think it becoming, to avoid all recommendation of particular
measures, for precautionary security. The malady against whose
renewed incursion, we are meditating an effectual barrier, is an
indigenous produet ; It has its birth place among us, and we must
look to domestic ecircumstances, for the means of contravening
its existence and propagation. It frequently happens that the
active sources of Endemic or Epidemic diseases may be located
with precision, and it is fortunate that they are commonly confined
within narrow limits. This eonsideration while it encourages the
hope of obviating their growth, leaves us dependent for sueeess,
upon & eareful survey of the places of their prevalence. ‘U'hat
survey in relation to the late scourge of Fell’s Point, 1 have had
hitherto neither motive nor opportunity for making, and the neees-
gity for such an underfaking at present, appears to he obviated,
by the su ?eslion anteeedently made, viz. that (his part of the
suhject wﬁ receive all th{ diseussion it merits, from gentlemen
well gnalified for the task by much personal observation.

Before Jeaving this part of the subjeet, T might direet your no-
tice to a few praetical considerations of some weight, but in which
1 have heen most probahly antieipated by Your own reflections, or
the suggestion of others. "

It is in the first place, uﬁdouhtedlﬁ important to select a proper
period of the year, for conducting this work of prevention, so far
as it consists in the removal or correction of nuisances : It is equal-
ly clear, that the best season for undertaking such a work is when
tLe temperature is £oo (o1 to favour the production and diffusion
of noxious vapours. 'U'he winter and spring are the only time, (a

few weeks of sutumn excepted) when such work ean be carried on
extensively, without danger to those concerned in it, or those by
gituation exposed (o its consequences,

Secondly ; Wherever it becomes necessary lo obyiate the aceu-
mulation of dangerous materials, by filling up places likely to be-
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come depositories of such ingredients, it is desirable, nay indis.
pensible, to use artieles neither containing themselves, the ele-
ments of future mischiet, nor having any capability of being made
the instruments of offence. For tlus purpose I know n_ntﬁiag 0
much within reach, and at the same time so effectunl, as sand and
gravel ; and the more free from foreign mixture, the betier.

Thirdly—It will na doubt be thought necessary to look well into
the state of our wharves and docks. To prevent the discharge of
‘putrescent materials (especially putrid vegetable substances) on
our wharves, is an objeet worthy all the attention that ean be be-
stowed upon it. Those artieles may under favourable cireumstan-
ces produce serious local pestilence ; though perhaps not likely to
extend far.—It is not less, perhaps still more important to attend
to the condition of the docks. 1f it shall be found praeticable
(and the work appears easy) to disineumber the heads of the latter
from thase collections by which they are partially filled up, and a
body of foul matters occasionally or eonstantly exposed to the ae-
tion of the atmosphere, all will have been done, in relation to them,
that is either feasible or neeessary. A surface (whatever be the
substances) uniformly covered by tide water (or any water frequent-
Iy changed) never did, and never ean, seriously invade health,

Your eoncluding enquiry, in relation to the late Fever, regards
the question of contagien, 1 have been long satisfied, both from
the nature of the disease, and from multiplied facts falling within
my own observation, that it is wholly unsuseeptible of eommuniea-
tion from one bady to another; the ouly medieal meaning affixed
to the term contagion. ai G- iy

I I were at liberty to speculate on the probable healthfulness
of our City generally, 1 should express a strong conviction that it
is destined to enjoy a loug and happy exemption from Kpidemic
Maladies ; or diseases of a diffuse and extensive prevalence. In
looking: earefully thraugh the City 1 can diseover no eauses likely
to ereate or foster Epidemie agents ;—T'he natural sources of those

aseous poisons which perform the work of Epidemics, cannot now
Ee found among us 3 neither does there appear to be any deposito-
ries for the probable aceumulation of materials constituting a fo-
mites, whence those poisons could issue with suflicient intensity,
to inliet a sensible wound upon health. A becoming regard to
cleanliness, inculeates the necessity of removing impurities from
our streets, lanes, alleys, &e. but it is not from partial accumula-
tions of this sort, we are to derive serious or general maladies :
These things offend the eye and annoy the nose, but they do not
strike at life, The laboratory of pestilence, must be mere spaci-
ons ; must be furnished with waterials more abundant, and more
fruitful of poison. Whatever may he the commercial advantages,
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the gain or loss on the seore of economy, which the recent extens
sion of Pratt and South strects may involve, the effeet in relation
to health,must he great and unequivoeal. "F'lie low ground through
whieh South street pencirates, was the only extensive natural re-
gervoir, within the City, of stagnunt fuids and putrescent -.tl'enpn-
sifs: T'he whole of that district 18 now rising to the grade of Bel-
widere streets and must eease to send ils noxious produets, among
the sureonnding inhubitants,  Pratt street by shufting up all the
doeks which indented rhe City in its conrse, has closed the door
upon many eopious springs of pestilential vapour,

Although in seasons peeuliarly unpropitious to health, we may
have the causes of Fever generated among us to a limited extent,
it is nevertheless extremely improbable, that even in such seasons,
they ean strike a hlow that shall be extensively felt. Those re-
marks all apply to that great section of (he éity lying west of
Jones’ Fallsy—In all the space thus contained 1 am unable to

oint out any s‘ml (except perhaps a few places on the margin of
the Basin) likely 1o beeome a magazine of those miasmata whenee
Epidemic Fevers urise, and even those exeeptions eould under no
eircumstances operate injuriously, beyond a very narrow range.
As however all places of this sorf are eerlainly subjeet to the ef-
fectual control of a little well dirceted industry, they ought not to
stand as exceptions to the general argument of probable F\ealthful-
wess.  OF that portion of &e City, lying East of Jones’ Falls ;—
and especially of Fell’s Point and 1is immediate vicinity, | am
not prepared to speak. Business or curiosity have rarely led me
in that direction, and I am ignorant of every thing exeept its ge-
neral features. Its natural ecircumstances ave unpropitious to
healih, and 1 am afraid its inhabitants must occasionally encoun-
ter serious annoyance in this partienlar, hefore the efforts of art,
or the progress of improvement, ean interpose an effeciual and
permanent remedy.  Whenever these shall have advaneed so far
as to have displaced from the surrounding spaces, the features of
a morass, by substituting universal solidity and dryness, we may
then, and only then, look with confidence for its eomplete exemp-
tion from those unhappy easualties, which we have already so
much reason to deplore. "The great value of this appendage to
the City renders its defective healthfulness deeply to be regretted 5
while the elaims of its useful citizens eall for every exertion which
may tend to obviate the recurrence of its lute ealamities.

1 ouglit in conelusion to request your indulgence for the tardi-
ness of my attention to the subjeet you have done me the lhonor to
submit to my consideration—an unusual degree of oceupation for
some days past obstructed my desire to pay it all the respeet
elaimed by its importance, and due to your wishes, Ite eonsi-

Saans vl JUE
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ik BALTIMORE, February 15th, 1820,
R,
1F the communication made by me, respeeting the late
Fever, ean in the smallest degree subserve your purpose, you are
at full liberty to have the same published. '
v 1 am with respeet,
Your obedient servant,

J. B. TAYLOR.
To Epwanp Jonwson, Esq.

Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

iy 1y A—

£3s BALTIMORE, December 26th, 1819.
:

IN answer to your Cireular of Decemher 1st, requesting
my opinion of the eauses of our Jate Epidemick, 1 beg leave res-
peetfully to observe, that what follows, 1s the result of impressions
produced in the year 1805, when a student of Medieine, and re-
_siding on Fell’s i’oinl, and since strengthened by further reflection.
I will not assert that the apinions are eonelusive, yet they please
myself, and 1'believe they wiil be found as correct as any that
have preceeded them.

1st, The eases of « Bilious Malignant Fever” that first came un-
der my care, were prineisally situated on the horders of the Cove
that conneets the Town to Point.  T'wo thirds at least, were females
of industrious habits, and who were very seldom beyond the limits
of their immediate ueighbourhoods; and who must have contract-
ad the discase, from causes existing, in these neighbourhoods.

2. Among the caunses of Yellow Fever, Physicians have long
enumerated w minsma, the result of animal and vegetable decom-
position.  T'hat animal matter, suffering decomposition, may be-
eome eapable of generating this gas; if' I do not deny, yet L think
it sufficiently obvious it had but litile ageney in produeing the
eause of our late Epidemick. 1t would be a libel on our vigilant
police, to suppose that masses of animal matter eould be suffered to
aecumulate in such quantities as to endanger the healih of our
City, and 1 think it but right to observe, that if masses of putrid
animal maiter, eonld alone; produce this disease; we shonld not
have heard of Yellow Fever last summer, and we would be ena-
bled, effeetually, to prevent its recurrence for the future. We find
that persons, whose oceupations constantly expose them to an at-
mosphere highly charged with the result of animal putrefaction,
such as Butchers, Gluemakers, Tanners, &e. enjoy a greater
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portion of health, during nicklf seasons, (han those who breathe a
more agreeable atmosphere. 1 have never been able to trace Yel-
low Fever to their peighbourhoods, but on the contrary, have always
observed them to be more than others exempt from its ravages. This
is not a reeent!& observed fact 3 for Ambrose Parey tells us, that
a Plague (or Yellow Fever) which ravaged one of the Cities of
Italy, was checked in its progress, by killing all the dogs and cats
of the town, and suffering them to putrefy in the streets. Thus
then, I reject the idea of animal origin, and although what I con-
ceive to be the true eause of the disease, is not more difficult of ac-
cess, yet old errours are stubbern things, and the doctrine of vege-
table origin, will have to make proselytes vi et armis.

From the foregoing, amongst a host of other considerations, I
am induced to believe that the principal, or sole cause, of our lute
Epidemick Fellow Fever, to.be, a Gas, THE PRODUCT OF VEGETA-
BLE DEcoMrosiTioN, evolved in such quantity and hLighly con-
centrated state, by a long period of intensely hot weather, with
such a degree of moisture only, as was necessary to its formation.

Such heing my opinion of the eause of the disease, I beg leave
to eall your attention v some of the sources of this cause. In do-
ing which I eommence with all that portion of the City beginning at

Eldery’s dock and extending eastwardly to Fell’s Potut, embrae-
ing a Cove of almost one mile in extent, completely slutted with
rafts, spars, plank and an exeess of vegetable matter of every des-
eription—Refleet that it has laid in this situation for years, and that
the evil continues to encrease with each succeeding year—that it is
exposed to the alternate aetion of heat and moisture and that of ne-
eessity there must be an immense quantity of’ this miasma evolved,
when we view the extent of its mischievous laboratory—IExamine
the situation of our wharves and the edges of our extensive Basin.
How were our wharves construeted ? 1 have been intormed, by an
indiseriminate mass of cord woed, chips, shayings, and an endless
variety of vegetable substances jumbled together, so as to admit as
muceh tide water, as will favour their decomposition, and the conse-
quent formation of this deleterious Gus. "I'lus fatal errour seems to
prevail in all attempts to * make ground,” and is as pernicious in

rineiple and fatal in efteet, as it would be, to raise the scite of a
gtlilimry station, on alternate layers of earth and gunpowder.—

New York, and the little towns of Blakely and Mobile furnish am-

ple proofs of the fatality of this general ervour.  Under these eir-
eumstances, when can we expect a deliveravee from Yellow Fever?

I should conceive my labour but half done, were I not to point
out as objects of suspicion, our numerous Lumber Fords. "Uhey are,
1 am fully persuaded, fruitful sourees of diseases; and 1 ean readily
conceive,contributed their full share in producing our late seonrge—
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Had no yard of this kind existed near Smith’s Wharf, we should
not have had to mourn the loss of some valuable members of society,
nor have experienced any interruplion in the commereial concerns
of that busy spot.

Having thus sir, stated, what I suppose (o be the mast active
agents in producing the eause of our late Epidemick, the means
whieh [ would recommend for their removal are sufficiently abvious;
but if you please I will bring them under one head.—They are, to
avoid the errour of using in. wharfing, a supurfluous quantity of
timber, and if practicable to use in its stead, stone.—To have re-
moved all deeaying timber composing our wharves.—To have an
attentive eye to the state of our various lumber yards.—1I would wish
to see them removed beyond the limits of our City, particularly
the populous part, and to let their situations be high, dry, and airy.
The Cove and all other similarly situnted spots, to be ﬂurged of thexr
noxions contents, sofar as the same may be praeticable.  That all
such timber be removed during the eold season, and be piled on high
anil dry sitvations so ns to admit a free eirculation of air through it,
in order that it may become t-hnruuggaly dry hefore the ensuing sum-
mer. ‘That the Cove be us speedily filled up, with pure earth, as eir-
cumstances will admit; and that all vegetable matter be excluded
from its bed, and if practicable, the wharves, or edges be intircely
eonstrueted of stone.—As it is the practice of most families, o cause
to be thrown into the streets the oftal of their kitehens 1 would re-
commend that Hogs should be permitted to run a1 large: they are
far superior to our scavengers; the former destroy—the latier only
encrease, the evil they were intended to remove.—All Cellars that
retain water, should be cleansed.

3d. T have never mppnse-d-'- Yellow Fever to be contagious 3 and
il 1 hiad ever enfertained that opinion, an attention to the progress
of our late Epidemick, would have convinced me of the fallacy of
such opinion. . :
Thus, sir, have 1 endeavoured to answer the several interroga-
tories of your Cireular.—Believe me, nothing hut n wish to add to
the health and prmperit{ of our Cili eould have indueed me to
make my opinions publick : and should they, in the slightest degree,
have sueh effect I shall be glad of having communicated them.
1 am Sir,
With Sentiments of
Respeet and Esteem,
Your most obedient servant,
J. B. TAYLOR
Yo Ebwarn Jolinson, Esg.
Mayor of the City of Baltimore.
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Epwarp Jounson, Esq.
Dear Sir,

YOU are perfectly weleome to make use of my Commu-
nication in the manner proposed, and I only regret that the hurry
and brevity with which it is written, will render it less interesting
than it might otherwise have been.

With the greatest respeet,
Your obedient servant,

G. 8. TOWNSEND.
February 46th, 1820.

| ——p S —

BALTIMORE, December oth, 1819,
Epwarp Jounson, Esg.
Dsar Sir,

AS it always affords me peculiar pleasure in evineing the in-
terest I feel in the welfare of my native City, I cheerfully comply
with the polite request, contained in your Uircular of the 1st inst,
in answering your several interrogatories,

1st. The two first cases that oceurred in my practice bearing
any marks of a malignant charaeter, originated in Enmmerce street,
a "';w doors south of Pratt street; so early as the 27th of July.
These patients were a Mr James Sinelair and wife. Tle former
a Blae]:smilh by profession and both of industrious and temperate
habits. They were attacked nearly at the same period and the
symptoms of each were perfectly analagous. They both recovered,
From some observations I made at the time, 1 was inelined to he-
lieve that the disease in those persons, had its origin, as well from
the confined situation of the house they occupied, as from an aec-
eumulation of filth in the yard and neighbourhood, which the sun’s

- rays had rendered a prolific source for the generation of miasma.

2d, T do not remember to have seen any other nuisance. than the
one just mentioned that partieu]arl‘yl attraeted my attention, exeept
in South Frederick street, to which 1 most earnestly beg leave to
eall your attention, not only for the irreparable injury that may
ultimately acerue to that portion of the City, from its existence,
but for the disgusting speetaele it eannet fail to exhibit to stram
gers, as well as our own citizens.
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The place to which I alude, is situafed beiween Water and
Pratt streets, comprising a nest of houses, tenanted by Negroes,
and divided by an alley. very appropriately ealled & Squeeze Gut!”
if 1 may be allowed to judge from the quantum of exerementitious
matter awl stench with which it abounds! This * delectable™ spot
has ever sinee my recolleetion been a seene the most loathsome and
abhorrent that the imagination ean pourtray: disease and death
have year after year, luxurionsly rioted among the miserable and
abandoned vietims, who have there nestled together, and it may
not have escaped yonr remembrance, that during the last summer,
considerable alarm and anxiety prevailed in eonsequence of some
cases appearing there, bearing evident marks of the then prevail
ing Epidemie.

1 cannot however take mpon myself the prerogative of recom-
mending any other method of obviating the evil than by eallin
your altention to its existence, for | have sometimes thoughl,%
eould satisfactorily wilness a eonflagration of the whole of those te-
nements, which would effeetually eleanse a place so deleteriouns to
the health and maorals of the people.

3d. I eannot believe that the late epidemic, under any eireum-
stanees whatever was contagious, and 1 do not know that I ean
advance a more striking or positive iliustration of such a belief,
than by adverting to the eases which came under my observation
at the Eneampment.  Out of the whole number which occurred
there, several, either from an antipathy to a removal to the Hos-
pital, or the stage of the disease rendering it improper, were per-
mitted to remain, during which time, no attempt was made towards
a separation of the sick from the healthy: on the eontrary a free
and uninterrapted communieation was permitted in all parts of the
camp. Strangers were daily visiting it from ecuriosity or ehari-
table incentives, and yet not a solitary case was known to trans-
pire that ceuld not elearly and unequivocally be traced to the ori-
ginal cause.

Having thus briefly answered your different queries by such faets
as | am in possession of, I remain with sentiments of the greatest
respect, v

Your obedient humble Servant,

G. 5. TOWNSEND.
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BALTIMORE, December 14th, 1819,

IN answer to your queries I shall subjoin a history of the
two first eases of the Bilious Malignant Fever that eame under my

care, during the last fall.

The first case was the wife of James R. Si.u;yrﬁ, a delicate fe-
male, ahout twenty-four years of age. She had laid in, I believe
of her first child, at her residence in Ann street, Fell’s Point,
about twe weeks hefore she contracted the Fever. As soon as she
was able to bear the fatigue, she was removed to the house of her
brother-in-law in Albemarle street, Old Town. The people, to
use her hushand’s words to me, were at this time dying all around
his place of residence on the Point, On Monday she was remoy-
ed, and on the Thursday following, (the 2d of September) the fivst
symptoms of the disease appeared, In a few days this case ter-
minated fatally,

The disease here evidently origina.ted from local causes in the
neighbourhood of her residence on Fell’s Point.

The seeond ease, was that of Robert Holines, who keeps a pub-
lic house in Market Space, and is also a proprietor of Hackney
Stages. He is a temperate man, about thirty-four years of age.
In consequence of the illness of one of his drivers, he mounied the
box himself, and on the Sunday previous to his illness, in a bra-
vado drove through the prineipal streets on the Point in which the
Fever at that time prevailed ; On Thursday the 2d of September
following, he was tuken with symptoms of the Bilious Malignant
Fever. After a severe and dungerous illness of two weeks he re-
covered. I should also have mentioned that Holmes had been se-
veral times on the Point, and in the reighbourhood of the infected
places during the prevalence of the Fever previous to the Sunday
mentioned. ‘T'he origin of this ease | have no hesitation in attri-
buting to some lveal causes on the Point.

As to what those local causes on Fell’s Point may have been,
that gave origin to this fatal disease, 1 ean say nothing from my
own knowledge, 1 shall therefore pass it over.

Under the head of Nuisances 1 shall mention two. The first is
a large collection of logs, bedded in putrid vesetable mud, and in
an incipient state of putrefaction, in the Cove on the rear of
M’Eldery’s Wharf, which, as the tide ¢bbs and flows, are some
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times covered with water, at other times there is only such a de-
gree of moisture, as when exposed to the violent and long eontinu-
ed heats of the sun, whieh generally prevails with us in the sum-
mer, may prove a froitful and dangerous source of disease. The
other is a collection of Huts and filth inhabited by Negroes in an
alley, back of the lower end of Frederick street.

As it regards the contagious nature of the Fever, T can say, that
in no instance have I seen a single person take the disease where
they had not previously exposed themselves in places infected by
the Fever, nor any person attached to the families of those 1 at-
tended, who took the Fever, although they or some of them were
eonstantly around the bed side while the person was lahouring un-
der the disease. I therefore, ean confidently say, that in no in-
stance that eame under my notfice, was it contagious.

With Respeet,
I remain yours, &e.
MICHAEL DIFFENDERFFER.
Edward Johnson, Esq. Mayor.
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BALTIMORE, December 20th, 1849,
SIR,

IN answer fo your queries, 1 beg leave to state that
all the cases of Malignant which I visited during the preva-
Ienee of the late gnie, with only one exception, were distinetly
traced to Fell’s Pomt. The greater ‘gmpqrtian-of these eases were
persons whese occupations exposed them to the intense heat of the
season.

The source of the late Epidemic is a subject of the greatest im-
portance to the welfare of this City, and therefore requires the
attention of all whose opportunities have enabled them to observe
the rise and progress of that dire calamity,

The infection of the air which gave erigin to this disease was
for some time evidently circumseribed within narrow limits, Smith’s
wharf in town, and Water’s wharf tegether with Wolf and Pitt
streets on the Point, were (he situations in which its fatal influen-
ces were first. noticed. The enquiry is immediately suggested,
What was the condition of those places at that time ¢ In the rear
of Smith’s wharf is an unpaved alley made up of dock mud, shav-
ings and other vegetable matters in a state of decomposition.—At
Fell’s Point similar putrescent materials were found (o eonstitute a
considerable extent of mdaFgranad in the vieinity, where the first
appearances of the Yellow Fever were discovered.

These causes are deemed quite sufficient to have given origin (o
the disease, but there are many auxiliary eauses which tend to
render the air of the City unhealthy—First, The logs composing
the wharves in many plaees are ia a state of deeomposition, so as
to be offensive in the warm seasons of the year.—Seeondly, Cellars
in made ground, which are always liable to be wet or damp.—
Thirdly, Vezetable matter deposited therein and undergoing putre-
factien—And finally, the nuisances which arise from stagnant wa-
ter in various parts of the City, together with the aceumulation of
filth in the streets and gutters, more espeeially in these parts of

the City where the streets have not mueh descent. We might

mention as an additional eause, the staguant eondition of the water
in our Basin, frequently becoming so impure as to be destructive to
the fish which inhabitit. The remedy for this evil is perhaps beyond
our reach, nothing less than a eurrent, produced cither by a eanal
running from the head of the Basin to the waters of the Spring
Gardens, or communieating with the Falls, eould render its waters
innoxious,
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I'he general preventive measures which we would take the
liberty to suggest are the following:

~ 481, Let all made grounds be well eovered befere the ensuing
summer, espeeially in the vicinities above mentioned, and when
they caunot be made dry, let them be ditehed or drained,

2dly. Let all the unpaved lanes, alleys and streets be immedi-
ately paved. [

adly. Prohibit the filling up low grounds with vegetable sub-
stanees.

4thly. Let all wharves, or repairs of wharves, in future be con<
strueted after the plan of Pratt street wharf, while the logs which
constitute the foundation, are perpetually eovered with water, they
are not so liable to putrefaction,

thly. Cellars in made grounds should either be prohibited or
the proprietors or occupiers compelled to keep them dry and clean,

6thly. The gutters should be kept elean tﬁrnughnut the year, if
the habit be established, they will not be neglected at that period,
when they are apt to beecome offensive and injutious.

7thly. All shipping should be forbidden the practice of throw-
ing pulrescent substanees on the wharves.

In reply to the question of the contagion of Yellow Fever, I do
not know a siugle instance in support of that doctrine, and I do
not believe that any well atiested eases of contagion can be adduc-
ed from any part of the world where that disease prevails.

With the most respeetful consideration,
I haye the lionour to be yours,
SAMUEL BAKER.

Epwarp Jonwson, Esq.
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CHURCH STREET, December 2oth, 1819,
Epwarp Jonxson, Esq

SIR,

' IN reply to the Queries econtained in your Cireular
of December 1st, 1 may observe, that the three first eases of Bili-
ous Malignant Fever which I saw during the last season, were in
one family, whose residence was in a healthful part of the Nor-
thern Precinets ; but these persons had been on board of'a sehonner
semplnjed in navigating the Chesapeake) for more thun three

ays, while she took in loading at Harris® Creek, and had inhaled
during this time the feted exhalations arising from a parcel of pu-
tred wheat, steeped in bilge water, which remained of a former
unrﬁ in the * run® or eeiling of the hoat : two of them died with
black vomit within two days after they landed.

The other eases which I saw, had been removed from that part

" of Fell’s Point near Donrell’s wharf after the attack of diseases

or had imbibed its eauses while engaged in business at or near (he

same place, or while nursing their friends; and subsequently hud
the disease at their residences west of Jones’ Falls,

In no case and under no circumstances was the disease commu-
nicated from a diseased to a healthy body.

Persons of the most muscular temperaments and vigorous eon-
stitutions, whose occupations weré in the open air were more ob-
noxious to if, and espeecially drinkers of ardent spirits. 1 am in-
duced to believe that the Malignant Bilions or Yellow Fever of
Baltimore, during the last summer and autumn, was mainly pro-
dueed by the putrefaction of water, and also of vegetable matter—
And am fully warranted in asserting that it is not contagious
that it is of a local origin ; and that it cannot be imported or ex-

ported.
The Nuisances which chiefly attracted attention were,

1st, On Fell’s Point, a large eolleetion of matter which appear-
ed to be prineipally vegetable. north of Donnell’s wharf in an un-
paved street, 1 think ealled Pitt street. v

201y, The diffusion and retention of (he waler of the Basin

over a large surface of mud and earth in the Coves cast and west
of the Point,






FELL’S POINT, 16th Feb. 182v.

Dear Sin,

SEYERE indisposition prevented an earlier answer
to your communication of the 9th instant.

You have my free eonsent to use the communication alluded to
therein, for the promotion of any laudable and eharitable institu-
tion you may think proper. v

With sentiments of respect and esteem,
Yours mest sincerely,

SAMUEL B. MARTIN.
gy L S ——

© Edward Johnson, Esquire, Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

Dear Sin,

YOUR Cirenlar of the tst inst. elaims my earliest
uttention as fur as the nature of my professional duties will allow ;
feeling as 1 do, a lively interest in eontributing to the publie good,
as far and as correetly as my feeble abilities will enable me ; ac-
companied with the assurance, that my only incentive is, an ear~
nest desire to contribute, my share towards averling a ealamity,
traly awful, and, in its consequences, much to be lamented,

In answer to the First Query, T shall hriefly state that nineteen
out of the twenty earliest euses of Bilious Malignant Fever, or
Remittent Fever nf suspicions character which came uunder my
notice, ean be traced in their origin to the water’s edge, in other
words to be more partienlar, to the wharves on Fell’s Point and
the immediate vieinity thereof, as will be seen hy reference to the
Appendix hereunto attached, which 1 have faithfully drawn up
from personal ohservation, detailing the habits, places of resort,
e, &e. as far as practicuble,

2. To the Second Query, 1 answer, that my attention to the
origin and progress of the late Epidemic Fever, enables me with
eonfidence to advance an opinion that it is of Domestic Birth, aris-
mg chiefly from the putrescent materials which compose our docks
(“ﬁlich have in wo small degree encroached on the navigation)

H
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these materials are left, during the recess of the tides, salurated
with water and acted on by an intensely hot and unelouded sun or
by the atmosphere in a highly coneentrated state, and for want
of the interposition of oceasional reﬁ-enhini showers, with which,
during our most healthy seasons, we have been bountifully suppli-
ed. !i‘hese causes combine to favour the decomposition of all ani-
mal and vegetable matters, emitting exhalutions, which in their
consequences we shall long have to lament.

Whether the dead and putrid animal matters adhering to the
logs composing the wharves have any ageuey in the formation of
muasmata, I will not here undertake to determine ; be that as it
may, it is well aseertained that vegetable matters in a putrescent,
or state of decomposition, are potent and neeessary ingredients :
But animal putrefaction can be borne or the fomes arising there-
from may be inhaled with impunil{, witness the employment of
the Butelers in the midst of it. Many Farmers on the banks of
our rivers, use putrid fish for manuring their lands and with impu-
nity. But, Biligus Remitting Fever, indeed Yellow Fever has its
origin in exhalations from made grounds far remote from the wa-
ter's edge, as well as in ponds ol water, _swan:l]ls and mill-dams,
&e. eontaining mueh vegetable maiter, exposed to the ecombined
operation of heat and maoisture.  To corroborate the foregoing po-
sition, we have the testimony of the most eminent medical autho-
vities in the United States. wmongst whom were the venerable pa-
trons of the seienee, viz. Rush and Ramsey, (of 5. €.)  The Me-
dieal Repository of New York, the Medical Journals of Boston,
Philadelphin, &e. &e. all contain many well authenticated facts
in correboration of the foregoing, all acknowledging the same re-
mole canses,

During the late Epidemie, the {ide has been observed to fall
three feet 3 T'he winds prevailed ehiefly from the Southward, and
1 will also add a remarkable faet, that during the prevalence of a
Northerly windinew cases of the prevailing Fever were less frequent
inmy practice, aml those on lmmror under my eare were at that time
more manageable.  I'he Soldiers stationed at Fort M’Henry, were
not attacked with Yellow Fever until the gale (which commeneced
the 191h September) took place ; whieh shews that miasmata may be
uomlrleyenl to a very considerable distance by strong and continued
winds,

Yurther, 1 have to remark that the nigher the oceupation or re-
sidence of the persons, attacked with the late Epidemie Fever, was
to the wharves, the more malignant was the character of their
disease,
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Europeans and persons from Northern Climates seldam survived
the attack of the late epidemie, while, T do not know of one case
wherein a native of the West Indies suffered.

As to the Confagious Nature of Vellow Fever, I have not in an
instance known of a case whieh wonld give eanse to justify sue
an opinion.  The # Fever Ward™ at our Hospital eontained many
cases of this disease of every staga and degree of malignaney, and
there was no instanee of one of’ the Physicians, Students or Nurses,
or even of those humane citizens (whose tender sympathies led
them thither) who frequented that Institution from motives of use-
fulness or information, becoming afllicted thereby, But you will,
no doubt, have a more eorreet and particular account of oecur-
rerees at that valuable Institution from the learned and respeetn-
ble gentlemen at the head of it.

A respectable gentleman from St. Michaels (on the Eastern
Shore) informed me, that during the prevalence of our late Epide-
mic 3 of five persons who arrived there from this City, (being
aftacked by the way) with Malignant Fever and terminating fa-
tally after their arrival, not another person was infeeted : though
they were carefully attended to, and visited by many without
restraint.  Here was an admirahle opportunity of testing its con-
tagious properties, if any existed.—Likewise, 1 will add further
proof from personal observation. A number of the families, that
were in the habit of employing me as their Physician, removed
during the prevalence of the JF'r_:ver into healthy distriets of this
City and its environs, viz. to Old Town, to Saratoga streel ex-
tended, head of Howard street near the Alms House, on the Har-
ford road, &e. &e. &e. some earrying with them one, others two,
athers three and even fonr tll with the (then) prevalent Pever and
in no instance was (he disease, in question, known to be ecommu-
nieated, to any individual who had not visited the infected dis-
triets. 1 might spin this ecommuunication out to the leugth of an
essay, were Ci disposed to colleet Facts from the most undoubted
authority to corrohorate the foregoing; but. enough, in my opi-
nion has heen advanced, to satisfy even seepticism itsell’s enough
kas heen advaneced to do away entirely the very erroneous, as well
as highly injurious apinion, that  The Malignant Bilious or Yel-
low Fever, is contagions.”

As to the Remedy. 1T fear an effectual one will be beyond the
reach or powers of our Corporation, and 1 regret to be compelled
to he g0 hold as to state it. The magnitude of the undertaking,
saying nothing of the enormous expence, would be but a mere
atom in the seale, whilst we have to combat with inferests of &
private nature, backed by a deep-rooted prejudice: It will be
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necessary to eonvince, ere we can convert such as it wonld seem ne-
cessary for our purpose, to a eorrect view of the subjeet, before it
would be proper or advantageous to suggest a remedy for existing
causes. But, it is in the power of our corporation to prevent the
further formation of sources of disease in every section of the City :
And I hope it will not be deemed indisereet or arrogating in me,
if, 1 call your attention to the method (for the future) of build-
ing and of filling in the Wiarves now econstrueting in varieus

arts of this City ; and to prevent vegetahle materials, such as

ogs of wood, shavings, &e. from forming a part thereaf and being
moistened by the tides, form a prolifie source for the generation
of Marsh Effluvia, whieh may beeome coneentrated during a hot
summer, and praduce all the evils with whieh we were visited in
the ever to be lamented summer of 1819. A wharl coustrueted
below tide-water of stone, and the remaiuder of Inrse timber, and
the filling in to be of clay or sand, &e. would, in my opinion,
not only be more condueive to health, but be an individual
sain, in as much as it wonld do away the neeessity of so much

igging out by an expensive JMud Machine, thus preserving our
navigation, Wharves eonstructed afier this manuner, 1 ean ven-
ture to say, will, at the end of ten yeurs, he of as little expense
to the owners, as those constructed on the present plan, indepen-
dent of the advantage of good health. Tﬁe wharves at Fell’s
Point are not only built of wood, but are filled in with hundreds,
nay 1 may add, thousands of cords of pine and other wood, and the
interstices crammed with ehips, shavings and many other matters
liable to decomposition, abundant sources of disease ! ! The late
examination of Kerr’s, Waters’, and other wharves, exhibited spe-
cimens of a composition ealling loudly for a eorrective. The arks,
logs, hulks and wrecks of vessels at the ditferent wharves are also
abundant sourees of disease.

T must also suggest (he propriety of compelling those persons to
repair the public streets, in a proper manncr, who take them u
for |I|e‘!1urpnse of conducting the water to their property ; as weﬂ
as the Proprietors of the Water Works, near Fell’s Point, to re-
pair such streets, as require it, where the large water conductors
are laid down, which has been mueh neglected for eight years last
past at least, and forming trnlighs for the reception of s ops suds,
offuls of kitchens, &e. and holding them exposed to the action of

the sun to our great annoyance if not to our very great injury as
to health.

The condition of the unimproved parts of Pitt, Wolf, George
and Lancastewstreets, it would appear require examination as to
the marmer in which they have been filled in: It appears to me
they are composed (to a cousiderable depth,) of vegetable and
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other putrescent materials requiring removal previous to being
paved, lest we lock the enemy up.

T'ke owners or proprietors of vaecant and other lots should be
compelied to have the same filled up so as 1o throw their waters
into the adjacent streets. Many of the gutters of our alleys, streets,
&e. are so low that they do not throw off the collections in them
from kitchens and other sources, but hold them exposed to the ac-
tion of the sun.

Tt must be acknowledged that Hogs are excellent Scavengers, 1
would therefore suggest the propriety of an Ordinance forbiddin
Hogs to be penned up in styes. between the months of May an
Nevember, within the limits of our City, which will eorrect a very
offensive evil, I mean the praetice of preserving slops in barrels,
tubs, &e. exposed to the heat of the sun and emitting effluvia, if
not a cause of disease (which I strongly suspeet to be a faet) are
frequently very obnoxious to neighbours and passing observers,

I must beg pardon for oceupying so mueh of your valuable fime
and hope you will do me the justice to impute it to an earnest de-
sire to te useful to my fellow-citizens, which be assured, Dear
Sir, being aecomplished would be a souree of heartfelt satisfac-
tion, as well as the most satisfactory reward required by

Your obedient humble servant,
SAMUEL B. MARTIN.
Fell Street, F. P. January 4th, 1820,
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APPENDIX, .
Containing the Euarliest Cases of .Mgligwmﬁﬁi??gmr or
Bilious Fever of Suspicious Character.

No. 1. Captain P——m, Master of British Brig Osgar, at Wa.
ters” Wharf, Malignant Fever, attacked 2tst July, 1819-—a genile-
man of steady habits, frequented Waters® wharf and eounting house
or that of Mayer and Brantz chicfly. : L

No. 2. W, P. B——s, Market Master, F. P. atiacked about
the same time with Case No. 1. with violent or Bilious Fever of
high grade, ol steady habits, his dwelling adjoining Carr s wharf.

Nos. 53 & 4, Mr. G. & Capt. B.  Those twa cases were marked
with malignaney—Ioth correet temperate men, oceupied about
Wirgman’s wharl and Woll'street. "Those cases oceurred about

the sume time with Nos. 1 and 2.

Na. 5. Miss B. A young Lady, attacked 25th _Julj with vio-
lent Bilious Fever, lived George street, opposite Tenunt’s wharf.

Na. 6. J. We—e. A labourer on board vessels at the wharves,
at times intemperate, a blackman, attacked 25th July with Ma-

lignant Fever.

No. 7. Miss P. House keeper to C_a_!;t.' 5. Wolfstreet, one square
from the wharf at the eastern extremity of Alisanna street, a vio-
fent ease and very suspicious —attacked on the 25th July,

Nos. 8 & 0. Miss E. G. and Mr. J. G. Father and Daughter
attacked on the 281h July with Maliznant Fever of a high and
alavming grade—Habits regalar, and living in the vicinity of Pitt
sireet.

No. 10. 8. Y. intemperate man—oecupied about the County
wharf, attacked 20th July, terminated in three days—a most ma-
Hiznant ease.

No. 11, Mr. 8. a free liver—oceupied about the wharves—ma-
lignant ease, attacked 20th July, 1819,

No. 12. Miss K. A correet and upright young Lady, a seam-
stress oceupied in the honse of Mr R. Fountain street, at the wa-
ter’s edge. but removed to her father’s in Happy alley, attacked
with suspicious case (which proved malignant) 31st July, 1519,
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No. 18. R. F. Apprentice to G, W, corner of George and Wolf

streets, near Wirgman’s wharf, with Bilious Fever of suspicious
eharacter on the d1st July, 1519,

No. 14, Wm. 8——s, A labourer attacked while at work on

. board Brig Nelson, lying at Waters’ wharl, with a Malignant

Fever, 2d August, his habits unkuown.

No. 15, Mr. G. A fisherman whose oecupation was ehiefly about
the wharves, (when in the City,) was attacked 2d August with
Malignant ;5evér which terminated his existence in four duys, Le
was a man of intemperate habits, » i

‘No. 16, Mr. K. attending the Market on the Point, violent Bili-
ous disease, suspivious in character, 2th August.

No. 17 J. C——m, A Pedler in Fruit, whose oceupation ealled
him to the wharves collecting fruit from the shipping. His Fever
whieh eommenced 5th August was of Malignant Charaeter, an in-
temperate character.

No. 18. F. W——r. Attacked with Fever of suspicious charae-
ter on the 6th August: he was oecupied chiefly in his father's
shop, corner of Wolf and George streets, one square from the wa-
ters edge. -

No. 19. Bill, A blaek man. native of the West Indies, and oc-
eupied daily at labour on hoard ships—very intemperate us to
mode of living, a most Malignant disease, coinmencing on the 6ih
August. ha i

No. 20. J. B——n, A slave to W. P. Esq. oeenpicd daily at
the ship yard on Price’s wharf, attacked with Malignant Fever
410th Augusl—intemperate.

No. 21. Miss. G. Daughter of J, G. Wolf street, attacked toth
August with Bilious Fever of high grade, symptoms of Malignant
character—dwelling Wolf street and front of Wirgman’s whart.

No. 22. J. H. Hack Driver—intemperate hubits—Malignant Fe-
ver, attacked 10th August.

No. 23. Mrs. D. fl. Bond street, attacked 10th August with
violent Bilious Fever of suspicious character. In the rear of this
house is a wharf extending into the Cove,

No. 2¢ J. M. Ship Carpenter, aecepied on Patterson’s wharf,
a Bilious Fever of high grade, eitncked 10th August, ayourg man
of temperate habits.
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No. 26. Miss H—, Attacked with Malignant Fever 12th
August, living in Alisanna street, eastward extremity near Flana-

gan’s wharf. ;

No. 26. Mrs. 8. H——"s Negro Boy Ned, attacked 12th Aug.
with Malignant Fever, his oceupation about the ship yarda—-tlwe?
ling as No, 25.

No 27. W. F——n, A temperate and regular Old Man, resid-
ing on Patterson’s wharf, attacked 1#th August with Dysentery,
charaeterised with symptoms of a most Malignant character.

No. 28, Ns. L——"8 Boy, corner of Pitt and Wolf streets, and
in the immediate vieinity of the unimproved part of Wolf street,
attacked with Malignant Fever tith August, which in four days
earried him off. -

-

No, 20. Mrs. 8. H——"s Negro Girl Rhodey (see 23 and 26) at-
tacked 14th Auvgust with Malignant Fever.

No. 30. A. 'T'——e¢, Blacksmith, a reg’ulnr temperate man, and
worked daily at his shop on John Price’s wharf, attacked 15th
August with Malignant Fever,

No. 31. J. T——e, Son of the ahove person, (see No. 30.) same
disease and under similar eircumstances.

No. 32. J. C———r, Apprentice to A. T. (see No. 30.) attacked
also with Malignant Fever, under the same cireumstunces with
cases 30 and 31. ‘Those three persons were occupied at work in a
shop between Woll street (the unimproved part) and John Price’s
wharf, as it were between two lires.

No. 33. Mrs. C——, A native of the West Indies, Malignant
Fever, attacked 16th August, dwelling in Lancaster strev:,ﬁmck

ard of which dwelling a npuisance, ani the eellar under the house
in a dreadful state,

No 3+ ). D——, Apprentice to R, M. Blockmaker, on Ten-
pant’s wharf, attacked 17th August with Maligbant Symptoms—
soon recovered and went (o Harford county where he relapsed and
died.

1t would be ueedless to enumerate more of the many cases which
came under my care, these will suffice 1 think, to shew the eourse
the diseuse took in its commencement, travelling regularly along
the course of the water and infecting the streets in the vicinity
thereof. My most violent cases were near the waters edge or eon-
tracted there.

SAMUEL B. MARTIN
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BALTIMORE, December 31st, 18518
SIR,

YOUR favour of the st instant eame to hand on the 12h,
and indisposition has prevented me, sinee, from payingit an earlier
attention.

In reply to your First Query, I heg leave to state, that the first
case of suspicieus or highly Malignant Fever whieh veeurrd in
my practiee the past summer was that of Mr. Johe Fa Borde,
wzum I attended, at the beginning of August last, at his lodgings
at Mrs. Vickery’s, 44 Granby street, ‘L'here had not been, as
ﬁet' any mention of the prevalence of that disease in our Citys

owever the first symptoms clearly showed the malignani charae-
ter of his fever, of which I apprised his wile. From the several
questions 1 put to the patient concerning the source of his disense,
1 ecould get no other information but that he deseribed it to his
having walked a long time without his hat on, in the night air,
which did not satisfy me. Un the fourth day, after his recovery,
one of his friends who eame to see him, informed him of the death of
Mr. at Mr. P. Lanney’s, Harrison street, where
he lodged. This gentleman had been but a few days in town and
was Supereargo n?the Haytian Sehooner Coustaneia, from
then lying at Smith’s dock. On hearing this news, Mr Laborde
recollected to have been on board this Schooner, and to have
breakfasted with the Captain and Supercargo the duy before the
latter fell sick. 1 was satisfied that Mr. Laborde got the infec-
tion on bouard the Haytian vessel, and sueh is still my opinion.

In order to be enabled to answer to the Second Query, I have
visited our prineipal wharves which are justly considered as the
hot beds of morbid infections. Those between M’Clure’s and
Smith’s wharf are in good condition, except some few places which
preserve dampness and whieh require o be more particularly exa-
mined. All that part of the rivershore extending from M'Eldery’s
street te Fleet street, Fell’s Point, appears to bein a proper state (o
emit, in particular seasons, pestilential exhalations and generate
many diseases. It invites, therefore, the particular eare of ihe
City Authorities. Patterson’s and the other wharves, us far as Pitt
street, are in the best eondition ; but the small and narrow wharf
or gutter which terminates Pitt street, has become the receptacle
of all sorts of putrid matters brought down by the rains and the
waters, whicl, almost fill it up. In hot days, at low water, the
sun aeting strongly on these substances, miasmata of the most
noxious kind must naturally be produced there, which are earried
avd spread afur when the wind blows directly into that street.
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The part of the town between Pitt street and Woll street is low;
preserves a constant dampness and is rendered more unhealthy by
1ts exposure to the rising sun and by the timber yards established
there, whiech must emit injurious exhalations. All the wharves
extending from the latter places as far as Fountain street, are inu
good l:on%lilion 3 hut the surmundinﬁ grounds are low and preserve
& constant humidity lodged under the fragments of animal and ve-
getable matters, which being deposited there from the adjoinin
streets, remain in a state of stagnation on the surface of the groumf,
and may, in particular seasons, produce morbid infections.

It is well known that banks of rivers, docks, wharves, marshes,
low grounds, and generally all places preserving dampness, the sur-
faces of which are covered with animal and ve;etnhle substances,
acted upon by a hot sun, generate constantly miasmata, which are
more or less injurious to health, according to particular seasons,
and produce number of diseases; but 1 contend that in our elimate
they do not produce the seeds of the Yellow Fever. The gene-
rating source of the primitive seed of this disease is only to be
found in hot elimates, and the torrid zones, where calorie keeps
constantly very high. The same may be said of the plague of
which the Yellow i‘ever is one of the nearest branches and might
be denominated with propriety the West Indies plague. But this
infectuous seed or miasmata, can be and is transported to other
climates, where meeting a favourable locality and season, it gene-
rates the same disease. If this miasmata becomes united to ano-
ther miasmata, or gets into an atmosphere, the constitution of
which is bilious or of any other nature, then it experiences a de-

eneration or regeneration and induces disenses more or less ma-
Egnant or contagious ; and when places subject to a humid tempe-
rature, in the vieinity of rivers on low and constantly dam

rounds, exposed to the rising sun, and inhabited thiekly are vi-
sited, once, by an epidemic of this kind, followed by great mor-
tality, it may be expeeted that in swch places the miasmata will
accumulate and concentrate, become at last naturalized, and will
be exerted into aetion whenever the seasons be favourable, The
seeds of the disease will not be extinguished but by degrees ac-
cording to the diminution of the mortality.

Respecting the Third Query, I shall observe that 1 have always
considered the Yellow Fever as more or less contagious according
to number of circumstances. This opinion is the result of many
observations made in the anterior epidemies and is farther corre-
horated by the case hefore related in reply to the first query. 1
have no doubt but you will entertain the same opinion after you
will become acquainted with the first cases oceurred in the practice
af other Physicians in the last epidemic. For the prevention and
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destruction of this calamity, 1 shall propose two means. The
first which is a preveutive, and which I published twenty years
ago at two diffcrent times, and again in the Patriot of the 17th of
September, 1819, consists in enforeing a striet Quarantine on all
suspicious vessels ; enjoining on every Physician the obligation of
giving public notice of the first suspicious case of Malignant Fe-
ver, particularly in eritical seasons; in removing the siek out of
town and also the most immediate neighbours. Such measures coms
bined with the adequate measures to promote cleanliness in the
town, to fill up the places where dampuess is constantly preserved,
and to remove all sources of impure air, will, in my iumble opis
nion, be the only means of preventing this disease, or at least of
stopping its propagation, The second means | beg leave to pro-
pose, will operate the total destruction of this disease, and by re-
storing eonEdenee and tranguility of mind, will put an end to
alarms, apprehensions, vexatious quarantines and suspension of
trade. It consists in & medicine which L have discovered and has

roved to be a sure and certain cure for the Malignant Fevers,
t has stood the test of many experiments, in one of which, I ean
affirn that out of 108 patients, 101 were restored to health, some
in three days, others in four, five or six days the farthest. 1 can
assert, without fear of contradiction, that this medecine is a cer«

* tain specifie ; and on explaining this deseovery my intention is to

apply to the Mayors and Councils of the principal Cities of the

nited States for a subscription, the amount of which shall not be
paid but after the most satisfactory proofs of the efficacy of this
remedy. 1f it should not answer the deseription I shall give of its
properties, nothing, of eourse, will be required, A part of the
subseription money shall remain in the lum:fu of the Mayors to be
distributed to the poor and orphans,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant.
J. J. GIRAUD.

To Epwarn Jonysoxn, Esq.
Mayor of the City of Baltimare,
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To Epwarn Jounson, Esq.
Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

THY Cireular of the 10th instant, requesting my approbation
to publish (with others) my ecommunication relative to our late
Epidemie, stating, * It ean be used to answer a very valuable
purpose,” &e. under this presumption; it does me pleasure to say,
1tis entirely at thy disposal, -

Very Respeetlully, &e.
J. BREVITT.

Second Month 15, 1820. .

] e ——

To Epwarp Jouvsown, Esq.
Mayor of the City of Bultimore.

YESTERDAY I received thy printed Cireular, (which is now
before me) requesting such information of my knowledge aund ob-
servitions of the late Bilious Malignant Epidemie, in this City,
as to what regards its source or eause, nature and best mode of
prevention, ;

It always was my highest gratification to contrihute every thin
within my limifed means, for the general and individual good o
my brethren, (for such I esteem all conditions of men) and am
truly sorry I am not in possession of more facts and information
in the present instance; bul the widows’ mites were well received
by our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I trust my small
contribution will not be rejected an admission fo the treasury of
knowledge in the keeping of the Chief Magistrate of the City of
Baltimore and the City Couneil.

1 presume I need not enter minutely inte a physiological or }m-
thologieal investigation of the nature of the bitious fhuid which is
allowed to be neither alkaline nor aeid, but of a saponaceous qua-
lity, extremely bitter, pungent, and of a strong tendency to the

utrefactive process: the inereased excitement produced by the
Kigh temperament of our latter summer months, increase (1 pre-
sume) its secretion by the liver, and its tendeney to the putrefae-
tive fermentation, the more aqueous or thin parts are dissipated
in inereased persperable evaeuations. and the more gross partieles
aceumulate and take on an additional consistence nnﬁ thereby plug
up the emunetories of the liver, by which its regular and healthy
course and discharge are obstrueted.

That large viscus the liver, the gall bladder and its duets, be-
come gorged, enlarged and form a tumor externally discoverable
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to the touch on the right side below and under the cartilages of
the false or short ribs, which compressing the lungs, become op-

ressive (o respiration, more sensibly discoverable when lying on
51& opposite or left side : T'he bowels become costive and the feeees
or exerementitious evacuations hardened, and of a lighter ecolor,
evidently shewing a want of the presence of the bile, whose pro-
perties when healthy are purgative, and color of a bright rhubarb
yellow, whieh from its absorption and distribution in the blood,
give a sallowness to the eountenance, oppression to the brain, a
nausiated stomach, and a depraved or loss of appetite, so far for
symptoms or diagnosis, to use the medical lanﬁunge, which in the
present communieation I have studiously avoided as I wish to be
understood.

The few eases that fell under my immediate eare or observation
(suspicious and high‘llv ma!i?mnt) are decidedly to my satisfaction
without the least evidence of a contagious nature or tendeney. On
this head I am abundantly eonvineed our citizens and all others
may rest perfeetly seeure. The eases of Jolin Moit, Larkin Read,
James Minsbridge and Robert Penlarick who were all of the most
malignant, and decided character: the two last where under my
own immediate care, the former under some of my professional
brethren of the most respeetable standing. They all died with
every virulence of the highest grade of disease, not a single in-
stance of contagion from any one of them, these alone are to me
sufficiently satisfactory proof of the non-contagious nature of the
hizhly Bi{iuus or Yellow Fever, which revailed in a part of our
City, during our last summer months nngﬁmt of the fall. Those
who require more 1 have no doubt may be abundantly gratified by
the united voice of our medical faculty which I esteem as a body
inferior to no City in the union.

The sources of all these eases are deciedly traced to the imme-
diate vieinity of the water, as the lower part of the Point and the
wharves eonfined to a distinetly marked atmosphere within certain
cireumseribed limits, beyond whieh the disease is not communien-
ble. The cause I esteem to be putrid exhalations engendered in
the mephitie effluvia of rotten vegetable and animal matter concen-
trated in confined situations, thereby inereasing their hurtiul qua-
lities, as holds of ships, damp cold cellars, nuisances deposited in
low situations, as necessary vaults, putrid fish, fowls entrails and
rotten vegetable matter deposited in the streets, and not immedi-
ately removed, stagnant water in ponds or gutters, &e.

Of the Prevention which may be considered in a few words,
(viz.) Exereise, Temperance and Cleanliness: these under the
blessing and will of God, who made us and all ahout us, which
he governs ; we may presume will effectually prevent these severe
visitations, (exeept permitted for our chastisement and purzation)
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when it becomes our duty to bow in humble submission to his will
coneerning us, and supplicate him for power to amend our ways
and to live more conformable to the divine will, of which I fear
we have been egregiously deficient.

© As deposits of nuisances from our kifehens, &ec. must necessarily
take place, for to keep them in our houses or on our premises
would be 1o propagate and establish inevitable and universal pes-
tilence and death, more espeeially in our Cities: Our attention is
then directed fo the most immediate and effeetual removal of them ;
in spite of all our City Ordinanees, and all the wisdom combined
of our police to the eontrary notwithstanding, I have no hesita-
tion in recommending as the best possible mode a free and entire
range to the Hogs at all times and at all seasons, as scavengers
the Turkey Bussard is far their inferior, the latter taking away

utrid animal matter only, which further require to be deposited
in the fields secluded from the busy haunts of men, to secure their
accommodation, for the Cities they sedulously avoid, whilst the
Hogs preambulate the mozt seelnded holes and eorners, gorge with
voraciousness and rvapidity every kind of zarbage vegetable and
animal, and remove Illuam with the eelerity of legerdemam. A ho
running at large is a friend to every one he visits, whilst a hog.eon-
fined is the most intolerable nuisance we ean possibly conceive, is
toa well known to need definition.—And farther, as extreme po-
verty and indigence is well known to engender disease and sorrow,
the provision against whieh exercises the liberality of our polica
and our citizens to avert. This would be an admirable and most
stable provision, in as mueh as the poor man in the spring for his
dollar, gets him a pair of rahbit size pizs, and oecaional {‘ as he
can spare bestaws on them his five-penny piece, which with pick-
ing up what would Lie a nuisance and eause of disease, they srow
to the dehight and provision of the poor man and his hungry off-
gpring: and the necessif y of the subscriptions fur winter provisions
for the neeessitous poor, which is always insulficient, are here
seopsnrahily obviated without eost, and serves for the removal of
the eauses of disease and death : also when the poor man has
raised his little pigs to be Hogs, affording an helpless family three
hundred weizht of bacon, at this inclement season of the year-
15 it not an abomination in the divine sight, that this possession
(raised measurably from the seanty sparings of a scanty hoard) .
shonld he wrested from him hy a legalized ﬁg""f under the sane-
tion of the Police ? Such things cannot but be an offence to that
oreat Being who is of too pure eyes to behold iniquity with appro-
bation : ‘This may be one great cause of the sufferings we have of
late experivneed.

Respectfully, &e.
JOREPH BREVITT,
Bultimore, 12th month 9, 1819,
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HAVING iu view, in my answer to the questions which
you addressed to me, no other object, but that of publie utility, I
feel justly penetrated by the benevelent application of it, which
your humanity prompts you to make, use it in any way you may
think proper, and belieye me sir, to be respectfully aud with
esteem,

Your very obedient servant,

L. M. DUNAN,
HBaltimore, February 17th, 1820.

AGREEABLY to your request I answer the questions pre-
posed to me.

To the 1st Question I answer, That, the first patients whom [
had eccasion to treat and who were really afilicted with the late
Epidemical Malignant Fever, either resided or worked in the
space comprised between Wilke and George Streets, F. P. “I'heir
mode of living differed only by their customs, un cqual proportion
being French, and the other native Americans. They were all so
far as eame to my kunowledge, persons of suber habits, and were
of hoth scxes, and the majority of them adults.

In my opinion, their dizease was produced by the absarption
and inspiration of a Gas, peculiarly mephitical and local, which
de\‘eloped itself vriginally within a circumseribed space, and was
contagious to any person exposed to its influence, whatever might
be their mode of living, or the nature of their work, and it gis—
covered itself more or less rapidly or energetically according to the
constitution of the patient, or from the quantity of the absorption
or inspiration of the deleterious principle.

24 Quest. Here, 1 shall permit myself to enter into some re-
murks on the situation of our City. Frum observations made in
ages very anterior to the present, und even before the Christian
eera, men of knowledge, and especially Hypoerates, the father of
medieine, have agreed in the opinion, thar, all Cities situated like
Baltimare, on & sloping ground exposed partly to the pising suun
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und partly to the South ought to be healthy, its waters running in
the same direetion are salubrious and light, the inhabitants are
gay and communicative, of an enterprising genius, and exposed
only to the diseases inherent in the human species inhabiting the
most healthful and mild climates.

Agreeably to the fullowiniexpositinu, we should be exempt from
all lveal Epidemies, if the happy situation of our City was not
bounded on one »ide by the generative cause of all our afllictions;
namely, the Basin.

All the filth and offals of the City by the natural descent of her
streets are earried and deposited inte the Basin, the waters of
which arve agitated and renewed, but by the ebbing of the high
tides, aided by a strang breeze from the south. We oufht to eon-
eider as of no consequence,1he small stream of water ealled Joues’
Falls, in the canicular days; it heinz at that season reduced to
nothing, as we have observed it to be this year, during several
months of drought. ‘T'he influence of an intense and dry heat must
put into a state of fermentation the animal and vegetable matter
which is earried inte onr Basin, its waters must be decomposed
and changed i (heir nature, its miry deposit, produeed by heteroge-
neous bodies, is suseeptible of forming gases the most mimical to
health, especially if the diminution of the waters leave it uncover-
ed and exposed to the aetion of a hurnin§ atmosphere, from thenee
arises, the corruption of the vital air, locally where the emana-
tions take place.

Low situations and the borders of the Basin will always be the
first infected, partienlarly if the waters retreat precipitately from
where there is the least depth. Yxperience comes to the sapport
of this observation. At the extremity of Wilke and as far as
George street inclusively, there are several places and small docks
where there is very little depth of water, in which, are rafts of
pine timber for ships masts, laying in the summer season on a bed
of mud, and when the causes before ennmerated become coincident,
they must produce a morbific and infectious prineiple.

During a residence of twenty years in Baltimore, I have been
constantly oeenpied in discharging the duties of my profession
towards my fellow-eitizens, and for the preservation of whose
health 1 feel peeuliarli anxious, I have ebserved with sentiments
of great salisfaction, the increase of its salubrity, notwithstanding
the rapid augmentation of a mixed and exotie population. This
Hir is owing to the paternal solicitude of our City Couneil, and the
rational measures which they have always adopted and put in ex-
eeution,
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Perscvere in levelling the sloping grounds of the City.restrain the
waters of our Basin by wharves built with stone in a straight line,
and where there isa good depth of water, form the least number of
docks, Pnéssihle, as the waters in them are renewed with diffienlty.
This objeet of individual consideration, ought to give way to that
of the publie; If possible, do not expose any kind of ‘mud to the
action of dry and burning sun. In adopting these means you will
have humanely done, all that ean coniribute 1o the preservation of
the healthfuluess of our citizens. ‘The topagraphical situation of
our City requires, that her streets (parlinn?sr y those «loping to
the south) :%au Id be kept in the highest degree of cleanliness, to
prevent any filth being earried into the Basin. "The Whart  as-
ters ought to be very striet in their superintendance, in order, that
no kind of damaged and corrupted provision, animal or vegetable,
be thrown into the harbour.

Prohibit the raising of filthy animals in the bosom of the City,
If added to these several means of public salubrity, we could have
a stream of water to fall into our Basin, strong enough to keep its
waters in constant motion, and renewing them daily, then, our
City would become the Montpelier of the United States. Gwinn’s
Falls appear to me to he aul‘ﬁeienlli elevated, to uceomplish the
objeet ahove mentioned, whenever the stute of our finanees will
pgr;::it it, may that period not be far distant, is my most sincere
wish.

In answer to the third question, I say, that the discase pro.
duced hy a developement of noxious Gas which taints the atmos-
pheric air, is Epidemical for all persons living within the splere
or rather ray of infection, but it is not contagious otherwise.

Here follow the preventive means I would propose—So soon
as unequivoeal symptoms of an Epidemic disense are discoverrd in
u place, remave its local pnsulalien, and interdict strietly all eom-
munication with the infeeted spot.  Canse heavy detonations with
cannon and fulminating powder 1o be made at the infected point.
The beating of drums, and every thing tending to agitate the air
by continued and multiplied vihrations, only, are cupable of pros
ducing & new combination of the local atmosphere and of prevent-
ing the dissemination or spreading of mephitic miasmas.  T'hese
dig'vrent means should be employed immediately, and with suffi
eient strength and perseverance  Cireular fires alimented by re-
sinous substances, may prove useful, by concentrating the eolumn
of vapour and compelling it 10 rise.

Now Sir,1 eonsider it to he my very indespensahle duty, to detach
you and our City Council, from ull censure, as respeets the evil
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Dear Sig, _

1 have no objections to make to your publishing my
communidation t_oﬁn on the late Fever. But as this letter wag
written in a great hurry, and was not intended for publication, it
surely cannot be very aceeptable to the publie.

Yours Respeetfully,
] ~ JUHN B. CALDWELL.
Baltimore, February 15th, 1820,

BALTIMORE, December 11th, 1816,
Drar Sin,
IN compliance with the request, contained in your
Cireular of the st of Deeember, 1 shall proceed to answer the
gueries in the order in which they succeed each other.

1. Tle cases of Fever which came under my immediate notice,
had their origin, located at the extreme end of the Point, with
the exception of one, which owing to its rapid progress and other
cirenmstances, I was unable to trace to its souree. The patients
were of the lower e¢lass, were irregular in their habits, frequented
taverns, and houses where the most abandoned resort. 1 would
aseribe their sickness, to the effluvia arising from the masses of
]:;:tr:'fy.ing vegetable matter, accumulated at different places on

e Pont. \

2. 1 eonsider the mud which was used in filling vp the docks,
in the improvement of Pratt street, to have heen a nuisance of a
serious character, 'The uneleanly state of many of the alleys and

ards constitute another hot hed for the production of disease.

he cheapest and most effectual means of removing these sourees,
1 deem to be, the removal of ail eolleetions of vegetable materials,
to keep the streets, alleys, &e, clean, and causing the lower classes
of persons to be more atteutive to the cleanliness of their houses
aud persons.

3. I do wot believe the late Epidemic to have been contagious
under any cireumslaneces.

1 regret that time will not permit me ta enlarge upon the above
fopies, so interesting to humanity and the welfare of eur City, buf
1 congratulate you upon the opportunity you will have of receiv-
ing information from abler haur{;.

Yours with respect,
JOIIN B. CALDWELL.
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BALTIMORE, March 26th, 1820,
To Epwarp Jounsown, Esq.

Dear Sin,

HAVING received your favor of the 10th February
last, requesting my assent fo your publishing a communication
which 1 made to you in December 1819, on Yellow Fever for the
use of the City Couneil, and mentioning that * it can be used to
auswer a very valuable purpose by being published with others on
the same subjeet, and the proceeds of the sale applied to the Dis-
pensary,” 1 have to regret exceedingly that 1 eannot agree to
have said letter published at length, inasmuch as it was not writ-
ten with that view, and is too imperfeet to introde upon the pub.
Ke. Lhave however taken out of this communieation some ex-
tracts, which will make several pages, and if these can be of any
use in your benevolent design, you are at liberty to publish them
without using my pame, 1 will cerreet the proof sheets in eass
you think proper to publish the enclosed on those conditions.

Yours Respectfully, &e.

iy L A —

EXTRACTS.

« IF however it can be elearly shown that the immense mine
of wood, which now lies buried near where this disease origin-ted,
as it were never fo rise again, has had the most extensive agene
in generating the remote canse of our late Epidemie, and that all
other nuisances which have bad any share in producing it are of

the same nature, the generality of your interrogatories will be in
some measure answered,

That which is commonly ealled the remote eanse of Yellow Fe.
wer has hitherto heen a terrible enemy of mankind, and has per-
haps justly been said to “ move in darkness,” for certainly there
is but little coriect knowledge of its nature in the world, even at
this enlightened age. It cannot be detected distinetly by any of
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our senses. Its consequences furnish the only infallible eriterion by
which we know that it exists or has been present. Hence it has been
chas:d in imaginn.(%n, (I had almost said) from pole to pole, and
although its traces are discoverable in most places, no country has
had the magnanimity to own it as a pative of their elimate. Con-
sequently the publie authorities of alinost every country have en-
gaged in framing laws to shut it out as un unweleome stranger.
All this has been done in vain. The ohjeet has always been fruss
trated. Humanity is still left groaning under the yoke of a tor-
taring and eruel adversary. The statesman and the peasant, the
male and the female, the white and the black, the young and the
old, all wither and perish before his poisonous darts,  He trinmphs
for a season in our summers sun—He vanishes in the fall only to
return again.

1t is therefore but reasonable, viewing the subjeet in this gene-
ral light, that he who has the most trifling regard for the human
family, should enquire for the reasou why every law which has
been enaeted in this ease has failed to afford us security from this
deadly enemf. Bat it would seem that popular odium must ne-
cessarily fall heavily on the head of him who would attempt to
charge those wise 'rawgivern in their * Legislative proceedings,
with having started at a phantom, while they have left busking in
security at the threshold of our own doors the proper parent of the
true enemy. Nevertheless when the lives nndp property ol our fel-
low-citizens require the aid of every ray of light that promises te
shine in upon this road of darkness it should not be withheld on that
account.

Bat should the ground travelled over aim at showing, that in
every country. and in every city, and in every place. and on board
every ship long at sea, where Yellow Fever is found to have ori-
ginated the proper source of this eause exists there also, and that
wherever the object is to save mankind from the jaws of ene of
the most tremendous of all diseases, these laws should be quite
reversed. and so formed as to shut foreigners, natives, and ail
out from every such place while the disease prevails with virn-
lence, and that certain nuisances should be ransacked to the bot-

* This malady invaded the Legislature of South Carolina, while coolly de-
liberating in their chamber, and destroyed almost one half of their members
besides several other persons of distinetion, viz. Chief Justice Rolun, Rev-
Samuel Marshal, Edward Rawlings Provost Marshal, John Eli, the reeciv-
er general, &e. in 1699, or 1700. 8o general were the sufferings (one way or
other,) “that anxiety and distress were visible on the countenances of every
one  “Many of the survivers seriously thought of abandoning a country
an which the judgments of Heaven seemed to fall so heavily.” See Dr. Hewet.
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tom and similar ones prohibited, why sheuld either the law-giver
or the property holder turn a deat ear to the voice of reason, which
is built on stubborn facts, intimately connected with the fate of
hundreds, who yesterday lived and moved but to-day are seen ne
more.

As it rﬁfmh the Yellow Fever of our eountry, it is helieved
the doetrine of eonmﬁli:u was first eontradicted in this City,
But notwithstanding the opinion that this doeirine is founded
in grogs error, has gained general sround among our medieal
men, the public feeling has not been altogether overcome. I'here-
fure the calamities* arising from the relicks (if the expression be
admissible) of this ouce popular idea, are such, as to eall on you
and every good citizen, i a language not to be resisted, to dis-
eountenanee it in every step that is taken, whether it be official or
aot.

You will however, not understand me here to wish, that the
glightest censure should attach to the relatives or other humane

rsons whose business it has heen to attend on the sick. On the
ather hand, let me bear honorable testimony to the eontrary. But
Sir, it surely requires an inordinate degree of refinement of feel-
ing of family affeetion, and I will say of courage, for a female to
hang over and administer comforts to even the nearest relative,
when she is upder the impression that a risque is running therehy,
which would be, if real, in degree, and nature, much greater and
more abhorrent than that ef facing an enemy in equal combat,

Nor is it foreign to my purpose, that this wrHIMSICAL NOTION
should be turned aside—Should be buried never to rise, disgrace,
and aunoy us again. For notwithstauding, as before intimated,
the doetrine is already sconted from the mind of nearly every man
of commaon sense and understanding amang us, who has seen the
disease and has any knuwl_edie of its nature, your earnest enquiry
on that point shows that the full weight of injustice lately expe-
rieneed by this City, when that was mude the plea, is felt by you,
and it consequently merits attention. Men ma{ err with open eyes
when their interest is at stake. This is only when the human
heart is grossly depraved. Let us therefore have eharity enou
for our neighboring brethren to refer their conduet to want of in-

* The idle speculators who deal in contagrion, will have a heavy load of
this species of haryesting to earry with them to the Courts above, althouglh
they cannot giin the much sought for case wherein the Yellow Fever has
bheen rl.mmmunicutccl out of intected districts to earry to the Legislative
Chamber,
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formation—The offs rinﬁ of indolence 3 for the light is left record
ed as a rich legaey by their lute fellow eitizen the eelebrated Dr.
Rush, as well as others.

With a view to satisfy yon on this score as far as possible, it
ean be elearly stated, that not a solitary instance has arose (among
all who were sent to the eountry and to parts of this City not in-
vaded hy the infectious air) wherein the late Yellow Fever or any
one case of it could be shown to be referable to contagion, or in
other words, wherein the disease appeared in any degree commu-
nicable from person to person.

If the nature of the disease was put out of the question altoge-
ther, as this eriterion has invariably resulted in the same way
wherever the disease has been known, it should have set the mat-
ter to rest long since. For it is utterly absurd o argue, that a
disease is eontagious within a certain space or limitation of air
and at a particular season of the year which is not so in all places
and at all seasous.

But Sir, there is quite as little evidence to be adduced that Yel-
low Fever is contagious even where it has originated and prevail-
ed in its worst forms and in all its varieties, On the other hand,
it has appeared plain, that contagion has nothing to do with the
production of it even there. The probability is there was more
safety in the houses, no matter how many sick and dead there
were tomingle with, than in the streets during the late fever,

Bilious Fevers of the ordinary grade are perhaps universally
referred to miasmata for their remote caunse. 1If then Yellow
Fever be Bilious Fever (which many of the friends of contagion
admit,) would it not be a grand philosophical contradietion to
refer it to a different or second cause, no matter how high the
grade may be esteemed! But the practice of some men, who
refer it to near a score of # indispensible requisites,” sueh as
“warm weather,” a ¢ particular season,” a set of predisposing
agents, a ¢ peculiar constitution of the atmosphere,” and so forth,
and so forth, and at length turn round and tell ns, that under these
eireumstances the disease is cerfainly contagious, is a species of
philosophising altegether unwarrantable.

By the term eontagion we ought to understand, that a patient
before us has been sickened by certain seeds of disease thrown
oft from the body of a person who has previously had the same dis-
ease communicated by effluvia produced by the same disease in a
third, and so on ad infinitum, as we find to have been the case with
the Small Pox at all times and seasons back to the remotest anti-
quity, 'Fhis disease prevails alike in all countries inhabited by
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man. Yellow Fever does not. But these high medieal authorities;
who sit down in their closets and wrap up nonsense into an impos-
ing shape, do not view eontagion in this light. ‘U'hey ean do noth-
ing withont marsh miasmata.  And look ye at the consequences.
Can there be any thing wore irrational thau to hold out that this
patient has taken the Yellow Fever from one who has previously
reeeived it from a third whoe got it from marsh effluvia, one of the
indispensable requisites, or that whieh makes the peculiar consti-
tution of the atmosphere !

f the disease was thus confagions effluvia is the original offen-
der, and there should be but one opinion about removing its source.
But will men have you to hang the effluvia, or canse of all this
misehief, hetween heaven and earth for a season and give it no
origin—no progenitor—no ahade thereafter—neither author nor
finisher 2 or will you sit down and fold your arms saying that he
is a *“demon that moves in darkness,” and content yourself in do-
ing nothing mercly becanse he is sometimes mereiful. Effluvia
must have a birth, and if a birth it must have a progenitor with a
resting place.  And if effluvia be the eanse of the disease once, it
is aguin and again, and ever will be: for there is no other does
trine that will not run eounter to the laws of nature. Every one
Eknows the mildest forms of Small Pox will generate that which
is capable of reproducing the worst forms.  Every one knows that
Intermitting Fever will not reproduee the canse of itself;, nor ne
other form of Bilious Fever. Neither will the worst form gene-
rate the canse of its own or any other grade among the whole va-
riety of Bilious Fevers.

" The cause of this disease is planted in man or received as a poi-
son, bt this eavse is something foreign to his nature which cannot
be reproduced by him.

At the cammencement of our calamity (as is usual) the disease
was of the mild intermitting form, such as we always meet with in
autumn. But before these persons had all recovered from this Bili-
ous Fever. others in the same houses were taken with Yellow Fe-
ver. Such examples (as shall be noticed hereafter) of gradation
from low to high character, as eould not have failed to satify the
most ineredulous (had they witnessed them) that the eause of the
one was the cause of the other, huve fullen under my care among
the disenses which appeared on the Point as well as at other places.

To assume it as a general ground that the remote cause of Bili-
ous Fevers of every srade is the produet of vegetable decomposi-

* This fact contravenes the theory of some of the New York faculty.
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tion entirely, is not a doctrine generally received. Yet most
men will agree, that if vegetable matter is not palpably present
in the production of the eause of all these diseases it is at least
commonly so. And &t is believed there is no respectable opinion
on this head which does not ineuleate the necessity for its pre-
sence wherever these diseases are found to have originated. It
would therefore be just to eonclude, that au acknowledged offending
agent can aecomplish its accustomed effects, without the presence
u§ a second agent expeeted to have the same operation. And un-
less we admit that two substances or prime causes quite differ-
ent in kind, do, when decomposed by nature; or by the operation
of her elements, produce that which will have dfe same eflect,
(whieh has never heen ascertained as regards vegetable and ani-
mal matters) there is at feast no more necessity for calling into the
account the assistance of animal matter than there is for searching
out a peculiar constitution of the air, predisposing causes, &e.
when the intention is to refer the disease tu contagion at last.

This disease has prevailed for near thirty years at a particu-
lar season in one place. The cause of it must emanate from some
permanent souree. By its effects we know that it has existed here
for this t!)eriod of years at the same season of the year. The ope-
ration of it has heen at first most quick and powerful on strangers.
Afterwards it has become strong enough to exeite disease in the most
robust natives, and in foreigners from the highest and healthiest
hills in the world immediately on their arrival amidst it, without
the aid of any of the above named imaginary assistants. Instead
then of a long vesidence in this contaminated air and warm cli-
mate, rendering more susceptile of disease the inhabitants than
strangers from eold latitudes, the apposite has been the true state of
the ease. I'herefore the air eannct have been so constituted as to
produce the disease, viz. the whole atmosphere. But we believe
the eause was still in the air of this neighborhood. "Fhis appa-
rent eontradietion has always heen such a stumbling bloek to the

ublie, as to gain a preférence in favour of contagion, and must
E& definitively explained. L'his may be effected in the fullowing
manner to your satisfaction.

You know there is more smoke in the air of this City than there
is in the same space of country air. Yet the smoke is coutinually
mingling with the air, and is earried off by it. ‘I'he sources sup-
ply this air with as much smoke as passes off into the general air,
and eceasionally it is suffered to aceumulate for a short time. But
the space of the City’s air bears so small a proportion to the air
at large, that there is more smoke at all times here than there ie
in the same limits elsewhere, at a distance from town.
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Yt is believed with the hest reason that this case is applicable
to the generation and diffusion of the canse of Fever. From the
beginning to the end it is emited from certain sources, and here
grows stronger and stronger until it reaches its elimax of power,
but is always weakened and wasted the further it travels and the
more it is mixed with the atmosphere.

If we apply the proper article for extinguishing fires, the emis-
sion of smoke is soon ended, yet the source is left in part, and is
lialle to be set on fire again and to emit smoke. But if the eombus-
tible materials are exhausted, and the smoke ceases without the
applieation of any thing to extinguish the combustion, no smoke
will reappear, whether fire is applied or not, until the eombustible
materials are replenished.  This will be the case as regards the
cause of Fever on removing the source,

Increase of temperature rouses into operation the processes by
which Jatent causes are rendered eapable of producing their dele-
terious effects, and frost extinguishes these processes for a time, but
if the materials are not exhausted, the inereased temperature of
the succeeding summer sets them into operation aguin. The souree
may be extinguished before a season is half over. In either ter-
mination of the process by which the canse is emited, of course the
Fever wounld terminate almost simultaneously  The late Fever of
Smith’s dock and that of Philadelphia, furnish examples of this
Tatter termination.  The first is plain to all and occurs every sea-
son on the coming of cold weatler. -

By taking violent poisons in moderation for some fime, and in-
ereasing the quantily, the human habit becomes insuseeptible of
the direct operation of such a quantity of the same article as would
destroy life under other circamstances. Here is a new law esta-
blished (as it were) to the operation of this poison. The quantity
which can be faken is regulated somewhat by the age and fibre of
ihe person, as well as the powers of some habits, to work off and
resist the poison  The cause of Vellow Fever is in this respect
entitled to the name of a poison, and those prineiples will explain
all its eftects. 1t may act directly according te “ its own laws,” or
indireetly aceording to a second set of ¢ its own laws”.

Besides, as vegetables taken in substance have a very wide
range of different operations, their miasmata or produets will also
have different effeets, for it is not reasonable to suppose this pro-

eess will furnish for its produet exactly the same thing from all
vegetables.

But if the eause of this disease were generating in the quarter
above named in small quantities, for some time before its presence
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was fully developed by the consequences (which is quite probable)
the inhabitauts had reeeived it in a slow way for some time, and
hence we had Intermitting Fever first among children, Yellow
Fever next among atmnsers, and next to these eases Remitting Fe-
ver among the grown citizens, (females) and Yellow Fever amo
the boys and girls, and finally the malignant type took the place
of all other forms of disease near to the source. while Intermit-
ting Fever kept in the out skirts and should have been hailed
b}v the citizens as the welcome messenger giving the intelligence
of the great enemy’s approach.

This just outline of the subject might suffice to show that some

owerful souree of mischiet was in this neighborhood this season,
Eut in order to come fairly at the right one, it is necessary to con-
sider earefully the situation of the place, and the discases therein
for the above named period baek, and to bring eollateral evidence;
Experience and observation has shown that more or less Bilious
Fever, of a churacter and grade not common to other parts of this
City, has appeared in this pluce nearly every summer or fall for
this period. And whenever this disease has been so alarming as
to excite public attention, its effects here have been deplorable in
the extreme.

in 1800 it raged here. In the year 1808, it was totally confin-
ed to this place, and ravaged the whole of Pitt street.  Last year
it broke out here in its most malignant type but did but little mis-
chief before the frost destroyed its eause. One or two cases oe-
cur here anunually, .

Now wiih what reazon can a eause which has been thus pers
manent (considering the whole space of time from the improvement
of the place) be referred to sueh passive agents as have been alledg-
ed, whether they have been on hoard ships or not ? For it would E&
strange indeed it vessels should come to that spot of the harbour, at
the same season, during such a series of years with the eause on
board, and not to many other places hoth east and west of the Falls.
And if the inquiry whether or not it be possible that a source of
animal matter, as permanent and lasting as the disease has been,
could have existed here during this time, every man of understand-
ing would give it an unqualified negative.

It would therefore appear to be hazardinjr, nothing to defy aill
mankind to find any thing g0 permanent and lasting, and so likely
to have been the origin of all these misfortunes as the construetion
of the wharves. But the matter shall not rest on this ground
alone. For as the same method of improving is still pursued
and threatens the City with total ruin, it is of no trifling conse-
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quence, It is not contended however, that other sources eapable
of fermentation and of the generation of minsma for a few days,
weeks or even seasons, have not been here oceasionally 3 these have
all been of the same nature and of trifling consequence.

But Sir, provably you are now ready to ask me why similar
wood mines in other places have not also generated the cause of
Yellow Fever ?  With equal propriety it might be enquired svhat
the reason is, that we have not Yellow Fever in the winter, in the
spring, and all the year round ! ‘The eause begins as it were to be
emitted in the spring E’ows stronger and more plentiful through a
considerable share olz 1e summer, is strongest and in the greatest
quantity at one place early, at a second less early,ata third late, at
a fourth still later. At several plaees it does not gef into action at
all until the frost intervenes and eheeks the process which generates
it. If then the guantity of this material were the same in theso
places this mysterious proeess is modified by a variety of eireum-
stanecs, and may or may not be roused into activity as these eontin-
gencies influence the case.

Tt might therefore he sufficient to argnethat in all instanees where
such nuisances ean be pointed out as not having generated the
cause of disease, these modifying eireumstances bave so influenced
the Eme_eag, that the more powerful agents heat, drought, &e. had
not had sufficient time to operate.  But the premises on which the
aforesaid objection to the doctrine of miasma is founded are radi-
cally wrong. This cannot be reecived as an offset meriting argu-
ment in explanation then ; most of these places did produce in the
end more or less disease, and ne doubt all of them some share of
tlie cause.  For example, the disease which appeared on the south
west corner ol the Point, where the canse is referable to a similar

uantity of vegetable matter, commenced nearly as early as that of
the east corner.  ‘I'he limits of cach disease from each of these sour-
ces were so circumseribed and their spreading so slow that net-
withstanding they severaily reigned as the independent and arbi-
trary kings of disease in their own region, and unrelenting and in-
aatiale destroyed as they went, it was some time before the small
intermediate space was oceupied. 8o long indeed that there is as
good reason to believe a third, a fourth and perhaps a fifth abet-
ter stepped in and eompleted the line as that these two great rul-
ers met and contend:d for an equal share of the spoil.  Neither
have the diseases of this latter quarter been behind in grade, those:
of the former, for several years back at a late perioﬁ of the fall
season,

The disease also had an independant origin in.this City, first.
at Smith’s dock, again near Pratt street hricrge, Comumerce street,
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Federal Hill, County Wharf, F. P, Fountain street, Sugar House
wharf near Harris’ Creek, and out of the City in several places.
AN these instances of origin may fairly be said to be examples of
one depository of vegetable matter becoming a laboratory of the

cause in the same season and vicinity at different periods.

The time and manner in which the disease has appeared and
spread, in most of the seaport towns in the United States, and other
countries similarly situated, should be received as eonclusive evi-
dence of its local erigin, and as it is well knowa, similar quantitics
of vegetable matter have beer used in many of these places for like
purposes, this serves also to strengthen the argumrnt‘ri;?l_écﬁn ‘the
effects of vegetables here. But if vegetables are not used for filling
u}: they are for building the &_un%;ton's of houses and wharves in
all those seaport towns. Vegetables are not absent from any town,
for they are inseperable from towns and the waters edge uuder the
present regulations. y

*
~ The Yellow Fever has visited North Ameriea, in one degree or
other, at the same season for more thau a century, and has not
been confined merely to seaport towns.  We learn from Dr. Hewat,
that the eolony of South Carelina* was visited with great distress
and mortality as early as 1699 or 1700, by a disease which was
afterwards understood to be the Yellow Fever.t In 1703 it re-
turned. ¢ 1In 4728 the snmmer was uncommonly hot,” « the face
of the earth parched,” ¢ the pools dried up,” s when a distemper
broke out commonly called Yerrow Fever,” and % swept off mul-
titudes of the inhabitants.” In 1732, as reorded by the grand fa-
ther of Dr. Prioleau, * the Fellow Fever began to rage early in
the summer, and eontinued until October,” his was in Charles-
ton, and probably he did not allude to any other part of the colo-
ny. “In 17389 the Fellow Fever raged nearly as vielent as in the
year 4732 ¢ It was observed to fall most severely on Europe-
ans.” ¢ In 4745 and 8, many young persons and Eurepeans died
of it.” ¢ In 1758 and 55, it appeared but did not spread.” At
this early period it is stated, that “in all these visitations (in
Charleston) it was remarked that it never spread” to nurses and
other persons ¢ in the country,” or elsewhere, ¢ though often car-
ried there by infeeted persons.”” In other words, that it never
was eommunicated from person to person, by the matter of eon-

* It prevailed about the same time in Philadelphia.

{ It was generally called the Plague by the inliabitants. But from tradi-
tion and other circnmstances the disease, as it appeared in Charleston, was
g;iiéved to be the Yellow Fever. See Ramsuy's South Caroling, pages

. 83.
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tagion, out of certain limits of air, whatever the public opinien
might have been with regard to the origin. e,

Acearding to the much lamented late Dr. David Ramsey, this
fatal distemper * appeared also in 1745. 1748, and all the years
between these and 1792, but neyer so much as o exeite public at-
tention.” ¢ A few sporadic eages of it only,” similar 1 suppose to
the eases in Pitt street, F. P. in many years. * It raged that year
and in (744, 5, 6, 7, 9, 1800, 1801, 2, 4 and 7, in its worst form.”
It appeared slightly in 1808 and 6. In the years 1794, 98, 1808,
the disease is not mentioned at all. In 1806 it is only mentioned
as having “ occurred in a lew cases under particnlar eircumstan-
ces.” “Inall its visitations it extended from Ju!ﬁ to November,
but was most ripe in August and September.”” Ner has it ever
agpea.red even in this hot elimate in the winter after the frost had
checked it.  But in the hot season “the Courts of Justice® were
commonly shut up” in former years. ¢ Men fled from the City
as from a pestilence.” _ >

All this afflietion in Charleston, has been the offspring of marsh
miasma, Nvither has the country in the vicinity of marshes and
nds been exempt from its baleful effects. Formerly the eitizens of
‘harleston retired to the country for health, during the summer and
fall months, but experience has shown that their lives were put in
jeapardy there even when the City was healthy, and this turned the
alanee in favour of Charleston.t Other retreats such as sea is-
lands, &c. have been resorted to since this change.

But the most important discovery for the planter and even the
eitizens of Charleston, has been made in that state.  Good health it
scems ean be enjoyed within a very short distance of the most noxi-
ous exhalations, if the south west side thereof is thickly lined with
tall pine trees between the source and the eitizens. On these
prineiples the villages of Waterborough, Spriniﬁeld, Summer-
ville, Pineville, &e. were commeneed, and from the happy effects of

* See George Chalmer's Political Annals, Page 541.

f This is well known,  The country pcu|lalr: in the low marshy places went
into the City to avoid high Bilious or Yellow Fever. See Dr. Ramsay, vol.
2, Page 97.

# The manner in which these trees become useful is not understood. Neither
is it known in what manner the poison exhaled is disposed of. It has been
supposed that the growing trees absorbed it. But I think it most probable
that these trees shelter the citizens in the same way that the walls of a gar-
rison shelter those within them against cannon balls
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the pines experienced at these places, they soon grew up to thewr
present respectable size. From such places as these the planter
makes short excursions to his estate and returns before he has had
time to receive the seeds of Fever.

Such have been the improvements made in the health of Charles-
ton, by destroying marshes, that notwithstanding the uncommon
heat of the past summer and its southern latitude the Yellow Fever
there it appears was  almost exclusively confined to strangers.”

Mill dams originate this disease in man{l places JFheir water is
stagnant; yet .“5 a stream is large enough to set maehinery in mo-
tion the water is not so stagnant as might to you appear. But whe-
ther or not it be from the dead vegetable matter overflown, in the
first instance rendering the water destruetive to the life of the stand-
ing trees, not exeepting such as live and thrive in perpetual ponds
of water that has fell from the elouds and ponds whieh have no out-
lets but by evaporation and filtration, it is a fact, that every livin
tree sickens, dies and soon falls into the water of these places. An
now (as is probable) the axe which fell great oaks, pines and all info
the water, begins the werk of death on the banks among mankind
with aggravated rigour. The evaporated water in level places
spreads some distance, and sows the weapon of disease and death
wherever it goes. In the night it condenses into heavy dews or fogs
and the eause is probably thereby hetter prepared to produce its
effects. This currespomli with our ease ol late.

The trade winds which serve to moderate the heat at Charles-
ton are not felt in the upper cownties in South Carolina. Hence
the summer heat ranges from four to ten degrees higher at a dis-
tance of 120 miles aﬁove Charleston. ‘T'he uncommon calm and
intense heat is probably still greater higher up. Miasmatic discuse
run into the highest grade there. A much greater proportion of
deaths has been witnessed in situations previously healthy, during
the second and third summer and fall seasons, near insignificant
pouds with wood in them, constructed by persons not aware ol their
dangerous effeets, for the purposes of bathing and raising water
to supply indigo vats, distilleries, eotton machines, &e. &e. &e.
than have befj!en the people of Fell’s Roint of late. T'he slaves
are less liable to take this malady than their masters, but far
from being entirely exempt.* All must either retreat or encoun-
ter a terrible risque.

. “’Limited Epidemics '’ says Ramsay, “lave been so destructive at differ-
“nt times to negro property, as to add much to the uncertainty of planter’s
estates.”  Bighty negroesgiven by an affectionate father to an only son, Were
in a few weeks reduced to forty-two, in 1780, during the siege of Charles
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These incontrovertable faets added to those detailed by many
others show at least that the product of vegetable matter (in a ga-
seous state perliaps) and not the evaporation (fog) from gure wa-
ter, is the eause of this disease. It matiers not then by what
name it is ealled—OQur objeet is effected if bilious disedse has been
originated and propagated by it.  But as the mortality commences
at a corresponding season, and ceases when the frost comes, and as
the sick and dead have had all the symptoms and appearances lately
witnessed on Fell’s Point among the sick and dead there, from
what call Bilious Malignant or Yellow Fever, it would seem
very reasonable (o consider these diseases the same, And if it is
intended to take the united voice of medical men, whose opportu-
" mities of seeing and comparing diseases, have enabled them to make
up an opinion, they' have in many instances testified that these dis-
eases are the same and are only modified by scason, climate, &e.

Long hot and dry summers favor vegetable putrefaetion and
noxions exhalations wherever they are experienced and these ma-
t'eriall_f-"‘i\n'e,l'ouéhiﬂ in p;pi;ll.,b.lula_- Aa?)'[’ :lm! \Bﬁ:ld be tl&:;:;n-
dition of our City (with all its vegetables and other appen )
il the --elimn.tq_wel;s..unit‘a:mu‘ hnteﬁenr.l the seasons dry. :

Every loea! nuisance thronghout the continent contributes same
share in rendering the air impure. A foul condifion of the air
has been noticed in eertain sections of nearly every country. But
although at first sight, this has a show of being a pecaliar * consti-
tution of ¢ the air” ot large. it must be an error to receive it as such.
This grows out of the great number of depositories of miasmatie ma-
terials, whieh produce their several effeets in their own neighbor-
hood. I this poison were capable of rising high in the air and
spreading far, (of which there is no evidence,) Heaven has happily
d];.creed that winter as well as summer shall visit us, and this ba-
lanees the cause.

The air of 1800, it seems from the report of the “learned facul-
ty of medicine of this City, to the Mayor then in office, * affected

ton™ “many of the plantatidns in the neighbourhood of military operations™
were “depopulated”  Entrenchments were proper places for stagnant waters
which wounld soon become filled with vegetable matter. ;

*To give this sweeping explanation for the origin of Yellow Fever is
what Dr. Ramsay, in speaking of the Fever of Charleston says, *is virtually
to acknowledge our ignorance.” 'T'his loose manner of expressing ourselves
when applied to Yellow Fever, is caleulated to de more towards obscuring
than enlightening the subjeet in the public estimation, and should be buried
in the snme tomb with its condjutor the dactring of contagion,
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herds of horied eatile; dogs, eats and poultry® as well as mankind.
These diseases oﬂi;iiretfﬁin eertain Im:nl; situations and not in every
place where « the air” is inhaled to support life; and 1 appreliend
they must have been distempers of place, which, although found
in many parts of the eountry, were neither seen every where nor
were they 'én‘gb‘lé,_ of heing carried every where, The cuuse of
them grew where the qég&vqp_enees were manilested. '

One of the diseases whick affets cows when exposed to the opera-
tion of powerful eauses in hot elimates it is f iy bl;Iieved 18 thupvury
one before us although it goes by the popular ﬂt‘ﬂ!ﬁ.oﬂg&i‘uempﬂ-
"This malady prevails in south Carolina and Georgia, from June or
July until frost, and sometimes kills whole herds. From its being al-
together local several plantations there have got the name of distem-
pered grounds.  But this term is htﬁml'ipliea le to a whole farm for
there are eertain ficlds on some farms where the disease is not known
to have existed while others have a different eharacter. In these ficlds
tlie herds are earefully shut up during the siekly season at home.
Bt if there is no convenient healthy field to be found on the farm
they are occasionally exiled to other pastures. In this way many
of these fine animals are saved from torture and death. If they
have been raised on these Elantaliuns some of them will ehance to
eseape even there. On the other hand, if * foreign® eatile, or
suel as have been raised without distempered grounds, are brought
into them at this time, they arc almost sure to die. Consequently (lis
poiat is en_rgfulj{a enquired iuto, and has its proper effect when
cows are to be bought, and. sold, and travsported from place to

place. e A : _

The attack is ushered in by a palpable cold stage. This
Tasts several hours in some instances. During this stage of the
discase the animal lies prostrate. A high fever now comes on, and
drops of bloed or bloedy oil are seen to auze from the skin. The
eye is heayy and red. "The urine is bloody—perhaps it is some-
times pure blood, but in the advanced stage it is oceasionally
black. Heemorrhagies sometimes eome on from the howels  The
animal breaths with great labor, groans exeessively and bespeaks a
degree of agony not easily conceived. Becoming restive it springs
up and runs headlong into any water that falls in the way. Afier
drinking largely it lies down wever to rise again. 1 it does
not get to water the dying seene is more tedious as well as more
agerizing.

This distemper is esteemed irremediable, Death generally tukes
lace on the third or fourth day, nevertheless one or two out of a
arge number may chanee to recover, even without means, whers
the discase seizes on a large stock.

-
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Dissections have been often made and witnessed, but all that I
remembered of the result, is, that an uneommon seecretion of bile
was seen in the gall eist—that the tallow (which the negroes tuke
out in great quantities for making soap and candles) is invariably
yellower than usual, and sometimes quite as mueh so0 as bees wax,
and that the contents of the alimentary canal are quite dry ; and the
eoats thereof inflamed.

The eolor of the tallow is the best eriterion hy which to judge
of the nature of this tremendous distemper. But all these facts
“would seem (o show that it is not only a loeal disease, but that it
is the very disease which alfeets man about the same time and
place.  They do show at least that this malady depends on
‘miasma, This is of the vegetable kind. and is snufted up by these
animals while they prowl about in seareh of food in swamps, mill
dams. &e. &e.  And every thing which has so important a bear.
ing on this subjeet interests us all. -

For the facts on which this statement respeeting this distemper
and the fevers of the South are founded, I am indebted to a friend ;
in some measure, but | have witnessed several of them myself.

The report of the Faculty thus alluded to, with the excep-
tion of a paragraph which admits the disease to be countagious
in a domestie way, is still a good guide, and I beg leave to refer
you to it.  But 1 think asitis acknowledged ov all hands that the
name of Yellow Fever is not proper, and that its name furnishes a
greal stumbling bloek to the public as well as the young practi-
tioner, anil as the Faculty haye dwelt upon the diseases of animals
go mueh in this report, they had better huve changed the name of
this Fever. The Cow Poek is contagious in a domestic way, and
it would have heen guite as philosophieal to have referred this Fe-
ver far its origin to the cowy ar to some other animal, and to have
ﬁiren it a corresponding name as 1o have admitted this domestie

ind of propagation hy contagion.

The emission of gas has been witnessed around the wharves
where the Fever began last summer on the Point.  The bubbies
rose with a regularity of suecession, and in a manner enfirely
diffevent from the escape of sulphureted hydrogen gas, so of-
ten noticed to rise trom the muddy bottom. Their eseape was
quite as equal as ever gas has been seen to rise into a glass
receiver in a chemical laboratory., The escape was thus visi-
ble only when (he front or abutment of the wharl was helow
the walers surfuce and elosely built. There is therefore no
knowledge of what may have eseaped through the vacuum hetween
earth and water  Whether or not this gas had any smell conld not
be positively ascertained. In attending to its escape however,
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from time to time, and making efforts, sieh as need not be detailed
here, with a view to diseover the qualities of if, the ammoniacal
smell, or rather a smell resemhbling muriatic acid gas—a sharp
pungent stinging taste or sensation seated about (lhe fauces, and
an intoxicating effect on the head has often heeu experienced.

The usual ﬁafsh miasmatic smell eould not be deteeted here
at this time. After frost it heeame plain for a few days to every |
ane who attended to it. 1 will not try to account for this fact.

This gas was strongest and less mixed with other air here it is
believed than at a distance from this source. In its flight it would
seem to have lighted upon the heads of the unthinking as they
moved thro:‘fh- the streets and other places within its reach and
to have filled damp houses, closets, cellars, ships holds, &e. &e.

Tt has often been said (and correctly too) that in the progress of
Yellow Fever the first and worst eases are generally met with in
damp places, particularly in old sunk wooden houses, with unsound
foundations, &e. &e. Here no doubt something is added to the
powers of the eause if it is not generated in sullicient quantity to
do the busiuess single handed.

Dry, close, brick, stone and other honses without cellars, made
still dryer by being shut up with fires in their chimneys, conse-
quently are not so likely to be invaded either from above or below
by this dread king, who eaptures and slays under ordinary eir-
cumstances whole armies of children aund other persons. -

n this way,may be aceounted for,the good health of some families
who of late, regardless of advice and importunities, chose to make
% firey prisons” of their own houses, rather than sabwmit to exile.
The cause was so strong as to sicken all around them yet by liring
their chimneys and keepiag within doors they eseuped.

Fell’s Point at large is not unhenlthy generally speaking, The
two corners projeet out into the water of this place and sufter most
from Bilious Fevers. But these make a very small proportion of
the place. Probably not the hundredth part thereof.

1t was six weeks afler the Jate ealamity commenced at these
places before it had spread mueh more than one hundred yards
from the place of origin. Nor did the disease ever originate more
than two or three hundred yards from some portion of the water,
encireling a considerable portion of the place. Uuwards the close
it became stationary for some time. Powerful winds might have
driven it further, but ** Heaven seemed to rule the siorm,” for we
had no such winds in the necessary direction,
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The frost has eonquered our enemy for a season, but if it is as
warm next summer as the past has been, we may expeet his fire to
be lighted np again.  For the prevention of similar oceurrenees,
it is not my place to point out * particular nuisances,” and * re-
eommend” their removal, further mn leads to the true and grand
author of this disease. 'Uhat duty and many other important du-
ties now totally negleeted, should be the business of a responsible

exeentive medieal counsel, who would not wait for the next door
“ nél'@ihn%'; woman® (o say this « Pig Stye,” or that hot bed of
vegetable filthis offensive; with a view (o shift off his shoulders
the mighty eensure aftached to havin llt\!mp?amgl' ~removed.
The laws of our City do nol make su;m'ai}ieeﬁn responsible for the
Tives lost by this unwarraniable tenacity to pgpu;!’gi‘_ity, but proba-
bly the taws of a higher tribunal will. ~The quatity of nnisance is
enough for me to name af preseat.

“Woad. therefore, and all other tables in a moist and perish-
ing state, during dry hot w@gjhem-egm-iwpﬂ, in wharves, in
hips, in ship yaris, to a considerable depth in the earth, in all
lats, (especially where the water stunds long above ground,) in
the foundations, ecllars, &e. of all houses, in the streets, gutters,
sewers, wells, privies, stables, slaughiter hounses, warehouses, &e.
&e. are liahle to generate in one degree or other the cause of eve-

form of Bilious ¥Fever from the mildest up to the worst grade
of Yellow Fever. And certainly the rational eourse wou d be
that of serutinizing into every thing of this nature, and removing
all that it is practicable fo remove. 13t is not considered advisca-
ble to undertake the removal of the great progevitor of the equse,
(the wood used for filling in) you * can try” to bid defiance to the
monster, by shutting np every window at which he dares to show
his frightful face, and prahibit by law and penalty, the fature use
of vegetable matter for filling up if not for building wharves,

If the above ideas are eaire'cl',_ it is ohvious the introduetion of
more fresh water into the Basin wonld be an'indireet method of
improving the health of this City of no small maguitude.

Health Sir, is all important (o a great and growing City like
this. Wholesome laws and improvements should relieve uvs of Yel-
Tow Fever. The Board of Healih, with you at their head, have
already made the honoruble and distinguished declaration that
this disease is within the powers of the Corparation, and no doubt
you will accomplish that which is so desirahll'e and which is known
to be in your power.

The salvation of this City, as it respeets another point to he in-
volved in accomplishing sueh improvements as will secure us
against this disease, is also in the power of the Corporation,
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T filling np ‘tﬁéj‘w, and the ‘marshy part of Harris® Creek,
the wash which now carvies down rom the hills ahove the Point,
Se. such enormous quantities of pure sund and clay into the har-
bor as has already roined some of the best wharves, and eannot
fail, if long continued in its present course, either to involve the
City in heavy expenees for removing the sand orto give to it but an
ephemeral existen ,Qg;?%g;&lil.ogk‘ms up the harbor so as tg make the
wharves inaceessible to the shipping, would be found to further
the health presérving objeets eonsidergbly, without much expense
if it were turned into these places. oA e

“The natural course of this wash is infathe Cove but some of it
can be turned into Harris® Creek also. and prabably with less cost
and trouble than those of removing as much sand as is lodged in
one or two streets during a-'yédr!\?lwn on its way into the Dasin,

This wash mareover fills many cellars with water, inthe course
it now takes, and is not only a heavy expense, ot a serious nuis-
anee in all -Enints of view, whereas it might be turned to the best
account for filling up,

Sinee all have suffered in one way or other hy our lafe visita-
tion, the good sense and public spirit of your fellow eitizens can-
not fail to prompt them to move, hand in hand, with you in the
accomplishment of every practicable improvement.

1t is not advaucing tao far therefore to congratulate you Sir, on
the speedy approach of a new w@ra of thingse—when the stupend-
ous strueture, (or rather nuisanee) the duelrih@u{ contagion, as it
regards Yellow Fever in this City shall be demolished in all res-
peets—uwhien the true eause will be received and acknowledszed as
our own ill hegotten child—when we shall attack him as the most
feraeions and eruel of enemirs—when this anthor of our past evils
and of probably future ealamities, such as are consequent on the
most destructive of all discases shall cease to be learful—when
our eharacter for good health shall be re-established, and property
shall regain its wanted value—when quarantine laws, founded m
error, shall neither oppress the honest merehant nor annoy the just
foreign trader—when sgloom and dismay shall deliver up their
thrones to that chearfulnes and aetivity consequent on seeurity
{rom pestilence and a just spirit of emulation—and when prospe-
rity aud good health shall move and be enjoyed in all oor eircles
both east and west of the Falls.

T should do violence to my feelings not to recommend o your
most earnest attention the poor east of Hartford Run.  Vou know
they are numerous.
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~ Commerce i3 the main spring of this C‘iﬁ.‘ Fell’s Point is as
it were the key thereof—it is therefore important to all. But this
same business which diffuses life, vigor and aetivity to the whole
City, brings down upon this part of the City most of these poor.
They have all been, more or less, divectly or indireetly engaged
in commeree. and have felt its depressed state _eom{mruliveiy speak-
ing, a thousand fold more than the merchant. T'his is independ-
tl;;.‘ of their late sullering, and speaks a strong langnage in their
behalf. J ’

Some thing aught to be done for them by way of providing relief
for such as are in real distress. But their future health anﬂsha.ppi-
ness would be greatly promoted by ¢ exterminating all nuisances of
the character of tipling shops.” by strengtllenin?or improving the
waich, and by providing employment for the idle. Street begging
should be prohibited. Dissipated, lewd and worthless charaefers,
who will not wark, shouid be dealt with aceording to the existing
Taws. Great improvements in the meral character of this part of
the City are already visible to all, and if this good disposition
should be fostered, the general health will be very much promot.
ed, and we will reap the superior advantages of morality.

Yours Respectfully.

5 M. D"
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To Epwarp Jounson, Esq.
SIR, !
I have received your letter of the st
instant. The enquiries contained in it on the subject
of  the late Epidemic™ of this City merit the most ear-
nest attention. !

With a calamity so signal as this Fever has been,
still fresh in our recollection, all, should, exercise the
utmost research with a view to discover its origin and
canse. Unless we can be satisfied in these respects
there can be no well directed measures adopted for our
future security, and we shall always be liable to re-
tarns of similar scenes of torture, death and mourning,

Viewed in any light this subject is important—It
is full of interest. Life, health and prosperity are all
involved in it,

Nor is an inquiry into this subject less full of diffi.
eulties than it is full of interest. The learned are at
variance in their opinions on it. 'T'here are no fixed
* rules—no generally acknowledged doetrines to regulate
us. On reasoning from the same premises, diversified
conclusions arve drawn. Wild hypothesis and false
theory, as well as absurd nonsense sometimes captivate
the fancy and gain the ascendency over plain facts, and
deductions nrged with the most foreible and eloquent
reasoning.

“ This*” Sir, “is a melancholy and mortifying ex-
pogition,”



.
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Property without health is worth but little compared
to its value when accompanied with this rich blessing.
In adopting measures to preserve the general health
you will preserve the health of the property holder and
you will silence his elamours of consequence. But the
indignation of many of the vulgar, must, and will, be
excited in the first instance.

This is a circumstance much to he regreted, yet it is
not a safficient reason for withholding one ray of light
which promises to be useful. T'he truth is called for
from the silent tomb—it is called for by the tortures of
an immense multitude at home—-it is called for by the
inhabitants of sister cities, and it is ealled for by the
public at large in a langnage not to be resisted.  There-
fore, let the medical man, who regards the fate of his
fellow maun, sternly and resolutely fix upon and expose
the ruinous eonsequences of the existing nuisances of
this place, and let the Corporation fulfil their pledge to
the public, and we may be sceured against Yellow
Fever-

—— ¢ G

Perhaps Sir, on viewing this subject in an attitude so
highly important, responsible and delicate as I do, a
becoming diffidence would plead for me a sufficient
apology if I were to decline pursuing it any farther.
This inference is the more reasonable since there are
so many aged and eminent physicians among us, from
whom it is natural to suppose, you will receive every
requisite information for the use of the City Council.
Bat a sense of duty, heightened by the recollection of

N
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THE SEASON.

THE year which has now nearly terminated has been re-
markably warm, dry and ealm.

In the months of Jauuarjr February and Mareh, we experiene-
ed an unusual small quantity of rain, frost and snow. Durin
these months the iee on our waters was inconsiderable eompare
with that of former years at the same season, .

In April and May, the weather was much warmer, as well as
dryer than we are aceustomed to experience. The farmers in ma-
ny parts of the neighboring country sustained great injury by this
heat and drought. The streams were so reduced as to stop sever-

-

al mills,
-

In June we experienced a degree of heat nearly equal to that of
tropical climates. On the 1st of this month at 2 e’clock, P. M,
the mercury stood above ¥4° of Farenheit’s scale, and was never
so low again during the whole month.  On the 9th it stood at ¥6°.

The mean degrees of heat for this month was 84°.

The prevailing winds were from the S. E. quarter about four-
teen duys of this month. For the remaining days they were di-
vided and blew from the N. W. N. E, and 8. W. nearly an equal
number of days.

We had three rainy or shawery days in this manth, accompanied
with lightning, ‘I'he water which fell amounted to 1 1-10 inch.

In July the weather was still hotter. At 2 o’clock, P. M. on
the coldest day (3d) the merenry stood at 742 on the hotest (31s1)
at 958°. The mean de%n'm during this month was 86°. There
were several showers, during which, fell 2 2-10 inches of water:
but there was only one clondy day during the whole month.

The prevailing winds were muech as in June, about one half be-
ing from the South East.

In August the state of the thermometer at 2 . M. was as fol-
lows : The highest (on the 12th) 100°. Lowest (24th) 72°. Mean
?!6°- N. W. winds & days, N. E. 8 days, S. E. 14 days, 8. W. 6

ays.
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The rain which fell llurin5 this movth was # 8-10 inches. This
guantity of rain was inconsiderable although it far exeeeded that
of the two preceeding months.

During forty-two days of these three manths, you pereeive Sir,
the breezes were from the South East. Vhere was Lot little mo-
tion in the wind for this period from whatever quarter it came. A
eonstant calm, drought and extreme heat, prevailed and charaeter-
ized the season thus far.

The month of September was not remarkable for any thing but
the severity of the equinoxial gale. Neither was the month of
October remarkable. "The months of June, July and August of
which 1 have given you the most partieular account may be said
to have ruled the Bilious Yevers of the season. © And by a refer-
ence to the records of the weather of these months in former years
when Malignant Fevers have prevailed, you will find a great simi-
larity to have existed. . 3y M,

During the past summer (he tides were mnﬁﬂér&bly lower than
usual.  Several correct observers say that the water of our Basin
has sunk three feet lower than it has heen known 1o sink in ordi-
nary seasons, ‘The water was nearly motionless, and had a dark
green and foul appearance. This appearance was most remark-
able about the wharves and docks as sﬁa‘ll be shown hereafter,

e} < T—

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE CITY.

ON turning around and taking a review of the places where
this disease had its origin in this City of late, a superficial ohser-
ver will be able to point out hut little that differs from many, other
parls of the City not invaded by this disease. T'here are notwith-
standing most important distinetions to be drawn. These are in

art nataral but mostly artificial. Thoese who have suffered most
rom Fever, dwell on a soil made with their own hands, and with
what propriety and judgment will be shown.

This City is located in the vicinity of several marshes. The Pa-
tapseo has numerous neeks, inlets and creeks conneeted with it, all
along its course {rom this City to the Bay, a distanee of ten miles.
Here the ground at large lies low. The swamps abound with
vegetables—These die and putrily annvally, and furpish miasma
in abundaoce with all its direful consequences.
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These marshes do not exist extensively nearer to town than iwo
miles. The marshes located at Harris’ Creek are nearer to Fell's
Point than any of the others, and these are almost filled up by the
wash from the high ground. The land in this vieinity is alluvial.
It is mostly made up of course sand.  The neighboring country, off
the water, s high and rongh. The Falls, as yon are aware isa small
stream. Small as this stream is, it affords the chief of the fresh wa-
ter with which our inlet or basin is supplied. It penetrates and de.
vides the town, but its water may be said to be nearly stagnant he-
fore it mixes with the basin water at large.  During the drought
of last summer this stream was reduced to a mere rivulet.

The ground on which'the great body of this City stands, is high
and commanding, with a descent to the south 11 is solid and dry.
"The low ground around the waters edge generally, from Federnl
Hill to Harris’ Creek, has been formed in part by the sand wash-
ed oft the high hills, but in a great measure hy earth hauled down
from different places for the express purpose of raising it higher
than it had heen thus raised by the wash.

The gronnd in the neighborhood of Smith’s dock. where we had
{he first eases of this Fever, is low and wet. In this place large
quantities of shavings and other vegetables have gradually raised
up the alleys, lumber yards and lots of this place at large. Se-
veral of the cellars here were found wet and filthy when the Fe-
ver first appeared.

——p 2 T——

OF FELL’S POINT.

A eonsiderable proportion of the paved and unpaved sireets of
this part of the City, have & level appearance. Fheir decent is
nevertheless suflicient to earry off into the Basin all the rain and
other water that should be carried off. This water in running off
carrics many filthy articles with it.

Some of these level streets have been built on made ground ;
namely, 5round reclaimed from marshes and the water of the Ba-
sin, This made ground lies chiefly on the east side of Fell’s Point,
between the water of the Basin and the two Jower sqnares of Ann
street, a space which comprises a mere speck of this place. The
natural foundation here is clay. This artificial ground has been
made, or rather raised, to the present level with sand, which has
been haaled down from the neighboring hills, and mud (as it is
called) which has been dug out of the water and thrown up around
the waters edge by the mud machine.
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The aviificial gronnd of Walf street, at the lower end near the
watery is well as the lots in that aeighborhood, and the ship yards
generally, lseated near to and binding on the water from this place
1o Fountain street, (a distance of four hundred yards perhaps) is
mixed with shavings, chips, saw dust, and other vegetables, - But
these vegetwhle artieles are not entitled to the charaeter of perma-

nent nuisanees 3 their fineness of division being well caleulated to

vender them speedily perishable. If they have onee fermented
and perished they leave innoeent soil. ' '

T'he reeent examination of Wolf street showed that the remains
of these articles which lic in that place, had beeome innocent
carth.  They had fermented in the early part of the summer.
And during decompositiony they had given off their poisonous ef-
fluvia, and like o Bee, who bad lodged his fatal weapon in his
adversary und beeome forever disurmed, these artieles were now
redueced glw?'-wm,;nﬁf*duﬂﬁyiﬁg’,; to complete innocence,

At the lower end of Pitt street, where the disease first became
manifest on Fell’s Point, the ground is natural, solid and dry. Here
there was in former years, a high ridge of land, which was used
as the foupdation of a fort, ' N :

. .

" The eellars liere, as well as the cellars around the.wﬁaﬁﬁl'of
this place generally, are dry and good.  They do not become filled
with the water of the Basin during high tides. .

The eccllars a little off from the wharves are liable to hecome
wet towards the close of winter; and still further off at the foot of
the hill, to be named hereafter, they are wet the greater part of
the year. i 1

=

The water lots here are wharfed out and the shores secured
agninst inundation. The greatest swells, exeept when we have vio-
tent gules, are not sufficient to overflow the ground. ‘T'here is no
wet soil exposed to the action of the sun from this cause, The truth
is, moisture was deficient in our streets last sunimer. The Cove,
hereafter to be deseribed, whieh is at a distance from the seat of
the late disease, forms the only exception to this diffinition of the

~condition of the water lots .

o far as the lots bordering on the water may be composed of
mud, raised up from the bottom of the Basin, it has become a
question, whether or not our soil is healthy. For my own part, I
am of the opision that this artiele is innocent ll%(l wholesome.

The most of it appears to be sand, which Las heen washed down
from the rising grounds into the water by the floods. As much of
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this ound as is eomposed of vegetable soil, ma{ with propriety
o

be called the inoffensive product of that fermentation-by which the
raw vegetables have given off the noxious efluvia which was ori-
ginally contained in them. Having already gone through this pe-
culiar fermentation and given off tEis poison, it is idle and alsurd
in the highest degree, to suppose the same vegetables thus dissolv-
ed, broke down and ehanged, so as to leave nothing bat their earth
to be eapable of undergoing the same process a second {ime, and
Eiv' off the same destruetive vapor again. These vegetables

ave been exhausted of the poisonous eause which they onee con-
tained in them. 7This has been done by the first process. And
they are now. as innocent as sand, e rh b 7o

There are many facts which rmte this opinion.  Several of
:I_wse have occurred; and they still continue to oeeur, in common

For example : It is well know that the mud which was thrown
up at the new dock, a few years sinee, and which Iy there in
great quantities spread abroad and exposed to the sun’s rays, did
not produce Yellow Fever—that which has been lying along the
Falls and along the Block of late years, has not produced this dis-
ease—that which has lay exposed in like manner in the neighbor-
hood of Pratt street, (where tEere are mude gr’ounds also) has prov-
ed harmless although exposed to the hotest season, -

These facts have, in their result, astonished several, who, in the-
ory, esteemed this mud the very kind of nuisance which was eapable
of generating the eause of this disease. Several other facts to the
same purpose have taken place in this City, and are no doubt fami-
liar to you. They need not be named in proof of this position. But I
have witnessed several similar, and perhaps more powerful exam-
ples in point elsewhere, some of which shall be stated to you.

In the hot climate of South Carolina 1 have seen several large
mill-dams” opened al an early perigd of the summer season, ex-
hausted of their water and the wud intheir bottoms exposed to the
action of the sun for the remainder of the summer, without Yel-
low Fever, or éeven Bilious Fever following as a consequence.  Iu-
deed it was the eustom there with some of the proprictors of mill-
dams, to dry them up in the spring, for the purpose of preserving
their own health. 1 they did not pursne this eourse, the stagnant
water in the dams being charged with vegetables ; fermentation
took place, and the vapor arising from an extensive surface ovigi-
nated disease. Dry vegetables and mud on the other hand re-
mained harmless, .
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These measures are not always necessary however, When ths
stream on which a mill-dam 8 erceted 1s small, and liable te
cease running in the sumwmer, they are indispensible to health.
But on large and running streams they are unveeessary, and of
eourse not practised. An excess of fresh water over the vegeta-
ble matter contaivned in a dam (although it operates in a different
way from thut of dryness) produces (he same good cftect.

The eround which comprehends (hie greatest portion of all that
part of this City lying east of the Harford Run is high. A great
share off it is known by the name of Fell’s Point. [I have not
the exact limits of this place.] Some of these high grounds, or
hills as they are ealled, look down vpon the whole %ity, the Har-
hor, the Basin, the River and a considerable extent of the sur-
rounding country.

The Eastern Shore of this state ean be seen from one of these hills
on some oceasions, as well as Kent Island and eertain parts of the
Bay. These rising grounds therefore, present us with situations
for future improvements, possessing all the advantages and com-
forts of fine prospects, salubrious atmosphere and couvenience
to the weight of our commerce. They are as yet but partially
improved.  Those who have inhabited these improvements have
rested in perfeet security during all the past calamities experienc-
ed bere from Vellow Fever. 'Lhe very appearanee of these hills
is quite sufficient to eonvinee me, that nature never intended that
this fatal disease should reach the inhabitants,and that they should
be hailed by us all as the abode of “natures best gift, health.”
Under sueh circumstanees, our condition may be contrasted with
that of the inhabitants of New Orleans, Charleston, Philadelphia,
and other large level cities.

They have no high hills to retreat to in full view of their pro-
erty on the wharves. We still have high ‘?ruuml enough for the
inhabitants of a large City to retreat to, and transaet business.

The raw vegetables used for filling up, are the offending azents
here at the present time, and not those which have beéen ulready
reduced to their different efements and of which there is nothing
remaining here but their earth.

A large quantity of vegetable matter has been used for filling
in the \ﬁmrvus ol this place. 'T'his consists of pine cord wood,
pine tops, old barrels, chips, shavings, &e. &e.  The pine wood
constitutes the great body of this article, and will be liable to ge-
verate miasma for a series of years, whenever a season such as
favors ils generation occurs. ‘There is no prospeet of this wood
beeoming inmocent until it is all dissolved, und its place supplied
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by earth—in ofher wordg, until it petrified. And this is a process

which requires age sfter age to aceomplish it

%

T will spenkl‘ﬁw of the eonstritetion of these wharves and
of their consequetices hereafer. ~ o 0
=) e Y

"The shore of the City is naturally winding and erooks=
ed ; but, it is m{unber ul wharves, \quﬁ;ﬁlﬂg
Ke. formed by of Lhis place might be said to stan
 the line of shore binding on the wa-
| nj by running

ing between the Cove on the cast®,
Flecet street. rﬁm:ﬁ‘

‘Cove on tlie east to the Blockt, it pre-
ents us with a figure fesembling the Apothecary’s drachm mark
(3) in extenso, “Uhe point whieh 1 shall eall the south cast eorner
"% this place is the first and most prominent turn on the back of this

cure. ‘This corner is quite nurrow and stands ont in the water,
Pitt street is the only stieet which leads to the water of this point,
1t runs obliquely down tliis neck of land in a south east course,

‘ Tﬁl:"fiyblh'i-ﬂt'eif-.-;_é.um}"- of the Point forms (hef&t turn of the
drachm mark. This ﬂ‘aﬂ!;il also prominent and is much exposed
to the heat of the summer, but not uite so much so us the former
éme?' At o ¢ ) ; _. . t. ‘. ; '..
The Cove, vest of th ﬁn@mkb#tw. ck; and
) lies” between this place au &
ot oty of fty. 1t is infuct a foul care in the heart of 1h
ity. On viewing its edzges this place may be compared o the |
0. It comprises abpat twenty aeres of marsh and water. Al
one third of this water washes the shores of. Fell’s Point.  This
shore, and the shore of that part of the Point deseribed as resemb-
ling the drachm mark, make an unequal eireular line aronnd the
improvements of the place of near two miles.

“Thus you see Sir, we'ure nearly surrounded by water, But [
am thus minate in order to show your council how much more the
luces, where the disease originated, are exposed to the ustion of
he sun than ether places, as well as 1o show that the disease did
not originate in the vieinity of the Cove. ‘T'he places named will
he seen on your plat of the Harbor, '

A0¥

=

" * Formerly called Morgan's Cove. -

1 This Block binds on the great (}03 on the west of the Point.
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THE DISEASES OF THE SEASON.

THE diseases of this year have heen characterized by the
name of Epidemies. Such diseases have no doubt prevailed in
many parts of this eountry, But as we have had no disease which
huas hecome general over the whole of this City, it 1s not fair to
speak of lhegi?fpidef ies of Baltimore  The Yellow Fever as well
a8 other diseases have prevailed on Fell’s Point, but, the whole of
this place has not been invaded. 1t would therefore, appear more
appropriate 1o use the word Endemic instead of Bpidemie. 1
Tpidemic is used the term enn only apply to Fell’s Paint.

From the commencement of this vear to the present time gene-
ral diseases have prevailed here. From January to June scarla-
tina, measles, cholera Infiintum, whooping cough, dysentery, &e,
all prevailed and suceecded eaeh other.

All these diseases have not heen owing to the same eause which
produced the Yellow Fever. 1t is howevera fast, which skould be
well remembered, that a bilious habit was readily diseoverable in
the whole list of patients who suffered from these diseases here,
Several eases of Searlet Fever were attended with malignant symp-
toms. These ecircumstanees are mentioned in order tn give vou
some idea of the rise and progress of the cause of the Bilious Fe-
wvers whieh shall be hereafter numed.

In the south east eorner of Fell’s Point from June to August,
Bilious, Intermitting, Remitting and Yellow Fevers became the
prevailit:lg diseases, and they, suceveded euch other, as the season
advanced, 3

About the 22d day af July, the milder forms of Bilious Fevers be-
gan to put on MALIGNANT syaproms, and they thus grew, more and
more aggravated, until the whole of them wore the highest charac-
teristics of Yellow Fever.  On this day. a fire broke out here, to
extinguish which, required extraordinary exertions. Maay of the
inhabitants having engaged in this lbour, they, beeame debilitated
therehy, and of consequence, they were rendered more liable to the
inveterate operation of the eause of these diseases than they had
been previously.

These facts, farnished the most conelusive evidenee that the Yel-
Tow Fever grew out of ordinary Bilious Fever, and of eourse, that it
was only an ageravated variety of the same disease; and they should
be marked down as the key by which to unlock the true author of
our calamity. 1 am the more bold in urging this position, since it
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will ke found to correspond with the ohservations of many of the
most able physicians who have detailed the result of their experi-
ence in this disease, as well, in seyeral parts of the United States,,
as elsewhere.

At this time the important question with regard to the eause of
those anomalies, or, high-toned Bilious Fevers, was agitated.

The idea of this cause being of foreign orizin probably never en-
tered serionsly into the mind of any one who had a right 1o make
up an opinion. There were nevertheless several who zealously
songht for sneh an origin. Their enguiries, were, all in vain.  The
consequence was, that they abandoned their prejudices and precon-
eeived opinions. It was fortunate for the subject, that no vessel
had arrived under such eirenmstanees as were considered neeessa-
ry to aceount for the disease in that way, and the good sense of
the enquirers rejected the ridienlous alternative of taking the case
for granted without good grounds.

Several other persans sought for the putrid effluvia of hides and
other animal matter fo account for this disease. This was quite
as irrational, and of course ns unsuccessful an attempt as the
former. '

Some, eontended, that an union of animal and vegelable effluvia
was indispensahle to the production of this disease. 'I'hese were
disappointed also, as might have been expeeted.  Nothing ean be
more }thsurd than to expeet the same produet from materials so
opposite in their natiere, as are, vegetable and animal matters. But
no animal matter existed here in a putrid state at this time,

There were others, however, who eonceived the disease to be ow-
ing to vegetable efilavia alene. They sought for a Source from
whenee this eause could arvise. I was among this class of the in«
vestigators into the eause—In other words, 1 searched for a natu-
ral, rational and indigengus eause,

1t is aeknowledaed (hat the remote caunse of Bilious Fever is ge-
nerated, in liot seasons, on low, moist, ground, eovered with decay-
ing vegetables. The filth ‘which is suffered to aceumulate by

‘the negleet of dufy, acting in eoncert with situations naturally lia-

ble to beesme unhealthy, may, and often does, furnish all that is re-
quisite to the production of this disease.

Sueh being my impressions at the time this disease appeared, 1
took pains to point out all articles of the vegetable kind that X
eould discover, which seemed likely to become putrid and often-
sive. By removing sueh artieles as seemed likely to be productive
of miasma, I conceived, the disease might be checked.
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It was at first hoped (hat this unfortunate seefion of the City
might experience even spontancously a happy deliveranee from this
disease, similar to that which hml,"hgejn".‘i:rerinusly-.gmri»m&m
Smith’s dock.  An example which justified me in -hoping for this
relief earlier than frosts, fnul also oecarred at Philadelphia,  The
disease had eontinued to spread and fage in the most agravated man-

ner however from ils eommencement untif about the 23th August;
and deep despair B_e%n__u to hang over us. I npow reported a large
number of additional eases of « Malignant Bilious Fevery” pointed
out their arigin and urged foreibly, © thal some powerful cause cer-
ainly e.'x"iswé about the lower eunr of Walf and ﬂiu;ssmes:”-, ‘

At this time T had beheld the natives, of all ages, as well as the
fareigners falling vietims (o this malady.  "The you s of both sexes
were peenlintly linble to an attack. The deb}f"nalggd could not be
;:ui_d to suffer, for of such there were but few if any {o be found

vre. et ! sy {t 3 =N

V6

; £ -!-;' . ' 1'-.“‘ "—:‘“- Wby ik '._'-.\; : . i
. On the evening of the day on which (his report was made, the
Board of Hm?&aohnm” wied by yo'ul“:}'_h_oir%d‘r.,?::mgl W.I:t;};the
place aforesaid, with i‘g?m' o seareh for the cause and exvtér-
minate it if possible.” 3 :

The reports were regularly called for, and received after (his
time, for what purpose, or to what advastage, 1 know not.

Ou this interview with vourself and the Commissioners of Health
geveral nuisances were pointed ont.  Among them were a few old
and decaying arks, some hulks of vessels, some masts and spars Iy
ing partially covered with water, and some foul ballast. ~ Lhese
were esteemed moveable nuisances.

The ballast of (he ship United States having heen recentl,
Vanded on Donnell’s wharf and found to be foul, itB wm_a.lsoﬁgni{
der ol anuisance, although it could not be said to have had any share
in oviginuting the Fever. The Fever had existed several days
previous to the arrival of this vessel. The removal of this arti-
ele by water was recommended, lest the hauling of it through the
streets might impair the air for a time,

The chips, shavings and other vegetables which have been nam-
ed already, were pointed out, as seurces, from whenee, the eause of
this disense was emitted.  And such measures as were ealenlated
to extinguish these sonrces of mischief and prevent farther exhala-
tions from them, were named.  This perhn]‘:i was my duty asa eiti-
zeny® but eertainly it would have come f".alter from responsible

¥ Beveral other Physicians also attended this meeting.
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A Board of Health totally wnaequainted with
their - commission, could not. be expected to do
ties correctly. 4 7

wmedical counsel,
the very ahjeet
their important

T .;"ia_'\.;'

'The exeention of such measures as had been proposed, was soon
attempteds and had progressed eonsiderably.in a few days.  And [
am sorr v W as at the expense of two valuable
lives. ~ 1 mel both took the discase

nt iness, and both died, Buel of them left wi-
several or ﬂ%hlh‘_ﬂ\’a lh’q‘d’ Conmt
ud children o your enre. Bt T mes
important lesson: for, this
bt liave been dune at a proper season, in perlet safety—It misht
robahly have been done even then, by so la (ﬁmﬁml:ér-nfhunds as
wonld have made the exposure to the cause short, and the attack
R N L ;

- i

The ships at large ‘were hauled off from the wharves in a short
time. This measure relieved us of rotting halks, and saved the
hands on board such vessels as were inﬁm L order from the cffeets
of the noxious vapors whieh had been plainty wmanifested to exist
about the wharves. The ballast and many other moveable arti-
cles, were tuken away hy water. ‘T'he shavings &e. were covered
with earth and lime.. f-&_ygoﬁli_deﬂhl’é_ quantity of lime was spread
abroad, and strewed about in the gutters and several other damp

“But all this was done in vain, It availed as nothing. This dread-

ful malady s _ravages and grew more ageravated as the
season ‘nﬁfﬂ%:iétf; 1t became a general disease of this place previ-
ous to the last of August. _

It was now evident that something deeper rooted and more exten-
give than any physician or other eitizen had named, stifl remained
to be diseovered, in ord‘c'i-lto aeeount for this l_!isease_.

From the above named interview with the board of health, I had
taken great pains to prevail on the inhabitants te retire from this
lace.  About this time you were also importuned to use your in.
g-uence and anthority to the same effeet.  Your co-operation as fac
as your influence went was given with advantage.

In the meau time a disease of the same eharacter, had sprung
up at the south west or opposite corner of the Point.

Here there were but i’e“_gﬁ’bible nuisgnees—None were seen above
ground worthy of notice. ok oy
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The foundations in this quarter arve natural, solid 'nnsl'drf. The
streets are elean. The ct?llars gond.  No filthy nor foul sdours
can be perceived. ‘The inhabitants are among the most wealhy.
They are orderly—They are decent—They are cleanly. Itisa
ross libel to say that our first cases of disease on either corner of
the Point, originated among the druskards and disorderly. Even
when the disease spread, such characters were not the most suseep-
tible of it. Vet their chance for recovering, when onee attacked
was but slender indeed. '

The Fever in this latter place, in its beginuing, also put on all

the inferior grades of Bilious Fever, and grew up to the highest

rade of that disease. It spread along the wateér until it had met
51& Fever from the opposite quarter.

Deep gloom and dismay,were now,pictured on every countenance.
The enquiry what shall we do to eseape this destroying enemy, was
reiterated again and again. Many wh} 1,}'“’ hoped for a speedy
termination of the disease, and others who had determined to brave
the storm, now shut up their houses and fled fir safety elsewhere.
There were nevertheless some, who were foolish and hardy enough
to remain at home when it was in their power to remove.

The eondition of the poor was now pitiable in the extreme. Their
humble dwellings had geen to them as sweel as the mansion house
is to the rich man. Their prospects were ruined. They had
not the means to procure similar dwellings elsewhere. any
of them laboured under chronie diseases, which made them view
an encampment as the pieture of death with all its horrors, Others
{;_usscssedl it is true; superstitious foibles,and raised up unreasona-

le ohjections to removing.  But this was natural to them as well
as other men, i

The result of all this was, that many of (hem remained behind
as a prey to a ervel enemy. And these detained others who were
willing to endure the greatest hardships elsewhere, but were also
willing to remain and nurse the afllicted.

Amid all this eonfusion and universal dread of disease, the pre-
vious question, why such should be our miserable condition, was
frequently propounded.  And well it might : for it was justly urged
that vegetable fermentation was a proeess, whieh, ung'e'r ordinary
cireumstanees and with a moderate quantity, of the material, would
extinguish itsell's and of course, if the Fever was owing to that pro-
cess it would also subside with the fermentation, instead of running
on until frost. The question therefore was not then solved to the

salisfaction of any one.

o
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At this moment it was intimated to me by a wharf builder, (fer
ihe first time that T had ever heard it) that pine cord wood had
leen thrown into the wharves for the purpose of filling them up to
the proper height. ¢ o . Y

There being seyeral lazge wharves on the sonth east corner of
the Point winerq._‘&ne Fever first commeneed, I now directed my
enquires into their eondition. These wharves had been built thir-
ty or forty years. Cord wood was cheaper at that time than the
hauling of its bulk of sand. - g

1 made it my business to enquire what quantity of wood liad been
thrown in, &e. &e. No history of the improvements of this place
having been recorded, my information conld only be gained from
the inhabitants.  Many of these from whom information was to be
expeeted had removed. At length rlﬂ."ﬁll in with Richard Waters,
Esq. who informed me with all the frankness and eandor of a gen-
lem‘m,-'tiat immense quantities of pine cord wond had been thrown
into his own and other wharves in this neighborhuod. [Several
other wharves around the Point, and elsewhere, have been filled
up in hike manner. ‘

By making a proper personal examination and further enquiry of
others, ffo?:%ﬂ,'t’hal: i‘n?ﬁ'cting these wharves they were euqeirg_led
in the first instance by a row of piles, which had been firmly dri-
ven down into lhj; mnd some distanee sut in the w.i\mr with n.l pro-
per appuratns,  Far the purpose of filling up a «irele of piles; large
pens or stacks 2z ol ggdpi‘::e,g buift ﬁsp? [;'u:elwﬂ joé'ethep, il
stnk to the bof 1 with stone, and continued until the wharf was
raised high enwa'_h. to lay down a sufliciency of regular rows to cle-
vate the foundation some distanee above the waters surface. A
thin steatum of earth swas then placed upon this wood.  This earth
makes the wharl present the appearance of the most solid earth.

A great share of this wood has stood above the water’s surfuce
at all times ever sinece (hese wharyes were fipst construeted. At
Tow tide, siill more of it has been out of water.

When this examination was made the air had a limited cireula-
tion through the upper portion of the wood, between the water
and the earthy covering.  ‘The water passed in among the great
body or devper portion of the wood under ground, to an unknown
but considerable extent.

f[_‘hew facts having eome to light, it was ebvious that every re-
quisitg for such vegetable fermentation as is quite extensiyve enouglh
to aecount for the worst calamities from Yellow Fever, except in-
ereased temperature, had been present in this place at all times,
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The cause of Bilious Fever is termed Miasua. And when [speak
of it I allude to a certain product of vegetahle decomposition—or, it
you please to the natural product of vegetable fermentation. It is
a poisonous something generated during this fermentation.  And it
is directly, or indireetly, the cunse of the whole rounds of Bilious Fe-
vers. Miasma is therefore a terrible enemy of mankind, and fur-
nishes a proper subjeet for legislative investigation, as well as sei-
entifie research. "

1t is evident that the low tides—the constant ealm—the great
drought—but above all the unusual heat, of the last, summer in
ecommon with one or two other, similar seasons, whieh we have ex-~
erienced gince the building of these wharves, have served to rouse
into operation an uneommon d:gree of fermentation in this place.
Other wharves similarly situated, us it respects the wood in them,
have no doubt also felt the influence of these general operating
nts in some degree. But the projecting position of this point
of land—the consequent greater exposure of it to the suns rays—
and more espeeially the unusual quantity of wood which is con-
tained in these wharves immersed in the water and standing above
it in & moist state, have jointly offered several general and perma-
nent facilities to vegetable fermentation here, which have not ex-
isted at many other places where some of the same materials have
been deposited, . -

1In order to favor this process in sych places mueh depends u'p-
on the fineness of division and the arrangement of the vegetable.
The quantity of earth covering the article will operate for or
against the proeess. :

1 know of no other set of wharves as favourably situated for
this proeess in all necessary respeets, and as much exposed to the
summers heat as those. Nor are there so many large wharves, in
so concentrated an arrangement, and filled up in the same way,
ahout all the harbour. Those at the south west corner of the
Point will probably rank next in these respects. And when we
eome to compare the diseases there with those of the same nature
on the south east eorner there is but little difference, either as to
the time of appearance or character of Fever.

g ] LM—

The water about these wharves had an uncommon dark green
pearance during the prevalence of the Fever. 'The great bady
of the Basin water never had this evidenee of foul and offensive
qualities, But ultimately all lhle; water from the Block, or near
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to Patterson’s wharf, eastwardly, to the whole extent of the im-
provements, assumed this striking and obnoxious aspeet, near to,
and for a short distanee out from, the wharves at large. This was
= plain fo every common observer, and this is one of the str
marks of decomposition of the wood. "There were also other signs
of fermentation and the eseape of the produet thereof in an serial
form, Bat this appearance of the water attracted my notice and
merits yours most.

Ta give you a plain idea of this phenomenon yon may consi-
der it as a stubborn faet, that the mﬂn-'mg matter whieh this wa-
ter held in solution, was sufficient to stain, vewly dressed pine
wood, and even painted surfaces. AP

The ouly rational conclusion therefore is, that this water eon-
tained something in it which was foreign to its composition. Pure
water has no such coloring,

The next-.en:gui_-ﬁ how this colo was aequired ? This will be
easily solved on reflecting that it is the nature of every raw vege-
table to undergo one change or other under all circumstanees, and
that in every sueh change something is given ont. T'he solvent
eapacitics of water even at low temperatures are eonsiderable.
Sound wood gives out*to water some of its frnperlies. What-
eyer is given off in this way by the wood and is held in solution
hy the water, is foreign to the water’s composition ; and thus dur-
ing even a shert contact of wood and water, the water dissolves
and holds in solution some share of vegetable matter, of which you
may be convineed by ecalling to mind how short a time it requires
for water to acquire the taste of the wood of a clean bucket in
which it is placed, .

1t is not at all surprising therefore that the water which stood
nearly still at (his time, in contaet with such a body of vegetable
matter, should have become foul. 1t was highly charged with dis-
solved wood, ;

" Heat, or inereased temperature greatly enlarges the solvent

owers of water, and decaying wood is easier dissolved than sound
wood. But it this wood was even sound, the wafer which stood
around it during the heat of last summer, eould not, nor did it, fail
to become charged to an uncommon degree with some of its pro-
perties.

T'he proeess of fermentation accumulates heat. But independant
of an extensive fermentation in the wood. and the heat accumu-
lated by it; heat was not wanting. Neither do I believe this kind
mt" igrmentation is always necessary to the formation of the cause
0 ever.
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1f, as many contend, the wood in this place did not ferment in
mass, and beecome dissolved, or decomposed entirely, the process of
fermentation could not fail to %n on in the water, and such portion
of the wood as became dissolved. 'I'he water mixed with the
wood, and held in solution, large quantities ol vegetable matter at
all events. ‘The cause was therefore engendered without the wood
being rotten thmu‘ghqut, although the soft and soluble portion of
it was in a state o deea’y. Fermentation, you are no doubt well
aware, progresses rapidly through various stages, when meal and
other vegetable articles are dissolved in water ; and why should
we not expeet the same thing to take place here 7 We know there-
fore, (and it is quite enough for us to know,) that every thing which
was necessary for nature to effect her operations according to her
own laws, and form miasma from this vegetable matter, and water -
was present here at this time. - '

; \

It might be said that this foul stagnant and offensive water held
this vegetable cause in solution. But be this as it may, the broad
and incontrovertable faet that the water of this place contained
something in it which was not one of its constituent parts, stands
as a firm roek for us to rest upon.

Ta find how this water with its confents, rose into the air of
its vicinity,'it is only necessary to eall your recollection to the pro-
cess of evaporation. "L'his is also an operation of nature. But
this process is greatly facilitated by inerease of temperature, As
has _ b engalreadz stated, the mean heat * was unusually high
during the summer ths; but the heat accumufated here by fer-
mentution, is to be added to the general temperature of the season.
"T'herefore, this process, was at this tims.nw} plaee, such as may be

roperly compared to the raising of steam from the surface of a

Huid eontained in a cistern, Wlli.(ﬁ’l has.been placed oyer a fire or

heated furnace; and great quantities of' this foul water with its
Weoloring matter and poisouous qualities, must of neeessity have

“been thus raised up into the atmosphere of this vieinity.

It has often been a subject of anquiri;, low Miasma is disposed
of after rising into the air, as well as how it is raised. Whether
it unites with the air or undergoes any change whatever after ris-
ing from the water’s surface, or not, ﬂas never been satisfactorily
demonstrated.

It would a peaf most probable, that this poison, after it rises,
is merely hels in solution by vapor—is suspended for a short time

* The mean heat of June was 84°. Of July 86°. Of August 86°.
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in the air, and then gravitates fo the earth. This opinion is war-
ranted by the faet, that general minsmatie diseases are only found
to eriginate near to water, and on low, moist grounds. Sporadic
cases may originate on high grounds, but they are to be referred to
evaporation also, arising there, from some local and limited moist,
or wet, nuisanee, of a vegetable character,

These matters of opinion are however not necessary for our pre-
sent purpose. ‘T'hey may be luid aside therefore.  And it may
be fairly said, we know there was something engendered here of
late, which wasat first held in solution by this water,and wassub-
sequently raised into the air of this place. "This will not be denied
by those who have a right to say sny thing on the subject, from
&?rsmml observation, and from an aequaintanee with natural laws,

hese laws, you, may say, are inserutable. Bat the result of them
is not. They have ever, and will ever tend to the same end.
And let us see what the result is in this and similar cases.

Upon this ﬁround then it may be asserted, (and no man of com-
mon sense will contradiet it) that some matter (minsma) which was
foreign to the natural composition of the air of this place, floated
about with it at this time. Some portion of whatever this air
contained, was therefore of necessity breathed, or swallowed, by
the people who came within its limits. And the properties of the
foreign matter in this air must be decided upon by the effects
whieh it has had on these who received it inte their habits.

What have these effects been? Has this foreign something,
sickened the inhabitants P Or has the air of this place supported
and cherished the health of all, or of any, of those who breathed
it at this time. s

"This, is what, pure amf wholesome air ought to do. But the
poisonous cffects o

had been terminated by a law of nature, having an opposite effect
to those which favor the formation of miasma.

Vapour condensed constitutes dew or fog. 'What color had the
dew and fog of this place at this time ? The former had not that of
“the pure crystal dew drop of the morning.” Nor had the latter that
of the whitish mist which arises from pure water. They were both
dark. The eoloring matter in the water had been exhaled. This
much of the original eontents of the water we know without argu-
ment, or the application of prineiples, if we are allowed to believe
our senses, rose into the air with the vapor. It might be said with
Ernpriety that eertain deleterions effects of this article were made

vown to the senses likewise. For independent of this miasma excit-

] some article, which was not atmospherie air,
were daily manifested in this place,until the processes just deseribed
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ing Fever in many, all (hose who stood around these wharves and
attended to the various phenomena of the place, experienced an
uncommon smell and taste,a giddiness of the head, &c. &e. And
can any man demonstrate to you that this air contained other mat-
ter which was liable to vanish as a dream or phantom, simply by
the patural ehange of the season.

As already intimated, it is a prineiple known and acknowled-
ged, that low temperature, or eold weather is unfriendly to fer-
mentation, as well us to all the other processes just described, by
whieh miasma, or the cause of Yellow Fever, and all the other
grades of Bilious Fever is made and raised info the air. Va.

v is now changed into frost, instead of dew or fog. Hence it is
if our ideas be correet, that ¢ these Fevers termirate on the ap-
proach of frost.” This is a necessary conzequence. These are
mufadies of season it is well known. And how exactly do these
processes spring up and subside with the natural season,

I have now accounted for the origin of these Fevers here, and
1 defy all the philosophers of the City, to account for them on any
other grounds, which will not run counter to common sense and ob-
servation,

), s T—

The spreading of this discase along the water's edge, is an
important enquiry, .

Water when charged with foul and pestilential qualities such
as I allege this water to have contained, is liable to move aly
the shore some distance in either direetion, from the place where
these properties were originally acquired. 1t is evaporated in all
the places to which it is thus transplanted. More or less of the
eause of disease is raised with i1, and is sown in these vicinities
also. Buot where materials, similar to those from which the ori-
ginal deleterious properties of the water have been derived, are
planted in other wharves, and other ﬁ!aees, along the shore ; any
strength which may have been lossed by mixture with more pure
water, is there regained. And vapor rises there, with its full
share, of poisonous strength. And henee it is that this unwel-
come enemy sneaks along the water’s edge step by step. The
seeds of disease and death are thus raised and spread abroad
along the banks, bordering on this strengthened slow moving water.
Aund they do not penetrate into the high and central parts of eities.

Thus you see Sir, that water whieh stands perfectly still, in
contact with decaying vegetable matter, accumulates and concen-
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trates these poisonous powers. This is whai is understood to Le
the effeet '_l:"l';]_blnguam waters.  Bot water in its perfeet purity, or

wtural condition, never ferments, nor does any mischief. It must
be charged with foreign matter before it will ferment.

By reversing the abave case,and arguing from the same principles
it will be found that water, howeyer foul it may be originally, on
moving and mixing frecly with other and fresher water, will he-
eome so diluted and weakened, that vapor rising from it will not
exceite disease.

2+ an example in divect proof of this position, T will stale to
you that the Falls may be considered fo have heen a strong bar-
rier to the spreading of our late Fever, from the Point to the
great body ol this city, lying west of this stream, and bordering

X

on tl_.le water of the Basin, :

This stream of water has had its course changed of late, as
though sueh change were intended to effect this desirable objeet.
This has been done since our last general.calamity from Yellow
Fever, e .

This water is now emptied into the Basin near to Patterson’s
wharf, F. . through the draw bridge on the Block. On striking
said wharf, and meeting the water from helow, with its peeuliar
action azainst the wharves, this water is reflected back towards
the head of the Basin, Indeed when the stream is high the
current is turned ns it passes through the bridge, nearly i this
direction.  But this stream was now reduced to insignificance.
And it is highly probable, the supply from it, and from all other
water ranning into the Basin, was not equal to the waste of
water from the whole surface of the Basin l:fv evaporation. In
this case the water of the Basin preserved its depth, or rather its
level, by supplies from tlie river. The motion of the water in the
Basin was therefore from cast {o west, and it had a tendeney to
earry the water of the Falls to the head of the Basin, The dilut-
ing effeets of it theve have proven salutary in a high degree.

This is suggested. 1t may be proven hereafter.] But at all events
the eondition of the water which lay alout the draw bridge, must
Lave been better during the hot weather than that about the Point
at large, owing to this constant supply of fresh water. And it
Las Turnished a bad eonduetor for miasma. In other words, it
Las obstructed the foul water which lay here, in its movement
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towards the liead of the Basin, above the bridge, and into the
Gu\fe. .-*. . F
No this cool water (of the Falls) could have reached the

south east eorner of Fell’s Point during the great heat of last sum-
mer, for the reasons just assigned—~Consequently the water here
would have become more stagnant und foul than the water above
the moutly of the Falls, i’ every other ecireumstance reluting to
e :gtuto‘ﬂtﬂwjhm kiad been preeisely equal.

B L S i

* But the correctuess of the graund herein coutended for, is still
moidféﬁﬁly?l}usfrate—ﬁ by eqmp.}i‘ﬁ'lg 1o present with the for-
mer condition of the Cove,* which lies between the Poiut and
TOW: e 38 il i : e

© Perhaps nﬂb&ﬁﬁ‘@lrﬂ of the shores of the Poiut bind on this
me‘_. o ciul...'-:(l_?.. .- - . X
Itid now five yeirs'ﬁnee the Falls were turned in their conrse by
the Causeway or Bloek, on which the bridge is built, from a direct
eourse into the Basin, to mearly a right angle towards this Cove.
The fresh water of this stream now mixes (reely with the water
of the cove, and has a direet tendeney to dilute eool and purity i1,
however ealm, dry and hot, the season may be., This improve-
ment even prevents the movement of the water from about the
wharyes of the Point into this place. The Cove wc_loi; is conse-
pure and inoffensive in a great measure.  How differ-
ion ifﬂrhﬁm lmw from that ;ql:glv'gﬁ'q“
ears ? Lhis- pear plain on making o comparison relative.
to the diseases which have prevailed here before and after the
change in the eourse of the Falls, ~ -

~ More or less Yellow Fever has often originated on the borders of
this Cove.  The ealamity of (800, was chiefly veferred to minspsa
arising from it. Whether the cause wus then engeadered in it or uot,
has never lieen settled.  But that this plague was extended towards
town, west of the Falls, by the poisonous vegetable effluvia aris-
ing from this great reservorr of pestilential water, can searcely be
doubted. My own o inion is that the water from about the
wharves (which L am informed had the same appearance that the
water there Jately had) moved round iu this place and stagnated,
and that minsma was generated more from this species of vegetas
ble matter, than from vegetables in the Cove itself. At all eveuts,

* Bee Page 101,
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the Cove was then a most formidable nuisanee. Indeed Bilious
Fevers, of a higher than ordinary grade, have originated there ma-
ny seasons since the above named general visitation, During the
veliy autumn preceding the aforesaid change of the course of the
Falls, there were at least two of the worst eases of Yellow Fever
in Wilke street, near to this place, (viz. Seolt and his wife.)

Since this change in the course of the Falls, Bilious Fevers have
been less common near this place. But last summer and fall the
happy consequenees of this improvement hecame mast eonspicuous,
nns t]‘;e cireumsiances merit the strictest servtiny. 1 believe there
was not at that time, a solitary ease of Yellow Fever, the ori-
gin of which, coull be iruced to this place. To the ntter as-
tonishment of all whoe reflected on the scenes of 1800 here, the in-
habitants of Wilke street and those, on, and about, the Causeway ge-
nevally, as low down as Fleet, on Cavolina street, who remained at
home, continued neavruy during the whole calamity,

A few eases of mild Intermittent Fever did occur between the
lower end of Carolina street and Lrinity Church, and probably
case or two of mild Remittent Fever originated in the same range,
But these mild eases show that althongh miasma existed there, it
existed, only, in a diluted state, and that its sirength was very dif-
ferent from the miasma of this plaee in 1800,

Having been called to a few cases of this deseription at an ear-
ly period of our ealamity, and having heard of others up the Har-
fors Run, between Gough and Bank streets, in the family of one
of the Hussay’s, [ anticipated the speedy approach of Yellow Fe-
ver here. But it turned out that those eases had been oceasioned
by some puddles or duck pounds of water, which were located near
to the door, and were in so foul a eondition as to kill the ducks of
this neighborhood. These places soon dried up, aud (although the
mud at the bottom of them was ufterwards exposed to the continued
heat) no higher grade of Fever was known to prevail here between
this period and the appearance of frost.

1 had 10 contend with Intermitting Fevers on Wilke street, fac-
ing Mr. Hussay’s Tan-yard, end found similar diseases in most

ces around this Cove ; but never could trace a ease of Yellow
g‘ever to it for its origin, during the whole time of our ealamity.

These are facts therefore which speak to the purpose, in a lan-
age much stronger than any thing that you ean find in the most
olished volumes of theory. The only just conclusion which can
Ee drawn from them would of itself bear me out. For upon what
other grounds than these assumed can any one account for the
difference of the diseases here, in 1800, and in 1849.
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I shall now consider the prevailing Bilious diseases of Pitt street,

on the south east eorner of Fell’s %’ninl', back to the date of the

improvement thereof. and apply the important lessons whieh the:

furnish us with, as proofs, that the wood aforesaid hus generate

the cause of all the Fevers of this place of a Bilius and Malig-

nant eharaeter, du ing%i period.  This enquiry must be general
. elled my letter

i too mueh alveady.
ppear

rsonal observation, and from evidence eollected in dif-
ferent ”ﬁi ‘and from sundry persons, respecting these diseases, it
al , that some permanent source of minsma must have existed
here all this while. ‘That more or less of those diseases have
ed here every summer or fall, is well known, and generally

In the mildest seasons, the Bilious Fevers here have not been
of the malignant form, but they have always assumed a character
(as 1 have already intimated) not ecommon to other places in the
same season.  Towards the close of moderately warm summers,
‘there have been sporadie or oceasional eases of Bilious Remitiing
Yellow Fever heve. 1In the hotest scasons Yellow Fevers have
become a general calamity. _

In 1794 and 1767 the Yellow Fever originated and raged here. In
¢ had an origin here independent of the cases which were then

the Cove, and it spread general desolation. In 1808

........ s place in September, and when, every other part
ity was exvempt from it.  "This was too late {or it to spread
it extent.  The whole neighborhvod from Gearge street

down to the water was nevertheless ravaged by if, before the eold
weather checked its progress. Between this year and {818 occa-
sional cases of high toned Bilious Fever, attended with Hemorr-
hagies, dark evacuations, yellow skin, red eyes, &e. oeeurred here

. nearly every season. They fell heaviest on strangers. in 1818 a

native and too strangers had the disease.

The ease of the native (viz. Richard Tear.) was rapid in its
progress, and fatal in its tevmination. He died on the third day
of his illness. The symptoms were highly charvaetevistic of the
Yellow Fever which followed in the same plaee in 1519,

Probably this case was owing in some measure, to miasma gene-
rated from the wood which lay in a wet and perishing condition,
in Wolf strevt, in the form of ulmving’n, suw dust, chips, &e. and it
consequently appeared with more violence than the two other
eases, which were a little remote from this nuisance.

Q
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This opinion is warranted by what followed there during the
st summer. For there were several cases of this disease there
hen, which broke outf in a short time after the first ecase took
place at the lower end of Pitt street, (or at the wharyes located
there.) Aod until the general eause was fully developed, this
wood was thought by many to be the only existing evil. But in
common with same other nuisances which were pointed out by the
populace, although, this served well to point to the great source of
miasma arising from similar materials at the wharves, it was too
trifling to aceount for the whole cause of disease.*

In the present year, (1819) the YVellow Fever originated, as
you are already aware, in this same aflicted spot.  The first case
of this disease in its worst form which fell under my notice. (in
this City.) was on board the English Brig Neilson, then lying
at Waters’ wharf. (This was that of an Irishman of the name of
Daily.) He was seized on hoard with this Fever, on the 25th
July, and died there on the eighth day after the attack.

This unfortunate foreigner had arrived here early in the sum-
mer, and had taken his passage for Liverpool, on board this ves-
sel. He did not eall for medical aid until his ease was hopeless.
Consequently the fatal termination was attended with such symp-
toms as left no doubt of the nature of the malady.

Several other eases soon sprung up about this and the neighbor-
ing wharves. A death took Place on hoard the George Wnshingi-
ton on the first of August, Fhis vessel lay at Wirgman’s whart.

The Ceres sailed from this wharf, and the Betty from Waters’
wharf, about the middle of August, with from fifly to eighty pas-
sengers on beard both vessels  Many of the passengers, and sever-
al other persons, on board each of tfmsa vessels, were seized with
the Yellow Fever shortly after sailing. A large number on board
the latter vessel, died, yomiting black matier, before she had pro-
ceeded out of the Bay. A less extensive but similar ealamity was
experienced on hoard the Ceres also.

The disease having originated in the manner deseribed on board
the shipping. it soon seized upon the natives residing here, and
spread with the prevailing winds, one fourth of a mile, in a north
west course, into the settlements on the low grounds. It also
spread around the water westwardly, until it had met the Fever
whieh had now sprang up on the seuth west coruer of the Point;

* See proceedings with the Board of Health,
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and along the water to the north east as far as the improvemente
extend ; a distance of, four hundred yards perhaps.

The Fever had spread over these limits, and originated in all
arts of the space embraced by them some time previous to frost.
t beeame stationary from some eanse and never spread further.

There have been several reasons alledged for the limits of im-
pure air ceasing to spread. The friends of contagion supposeghe
removal of many of the inhabitants to be sufficent to account for this
phenomenon. ‘This is a futile position. If contagion had any
thing lt:’ﬁo. with the spreading of the disease, we should have had
the whole City, and surronnding country, infeeted, by those who re-
moved from the Point with the disease on them. A

Other reasons (whieh I shall not notice) equally absurd, have
been assigned. . -

The probability is, the eause had now reached its elimax of
ower, and was tos weak to produee disease at a greater distance
om ils source.

In the-p!ugresn of this disease as aforesaid, a considerable numher
of the inhabitants on either side of the Point, continued to enjoy the
best health. Although the eause, as has been already intimated, was
spread or carried around the shore with the water; from this econcen-
trated point where it first beeame manifest, it moved from the sonth
east (o the north west, penetrating the thickest settlement, gust as
smoke arising from a steady fire is moved along wear to the sur-
faee of the earth by a gentle breeze, through forest trees, until it he-
comes dissipated, and diluted. and then vanishes insensibly. When-
ever the wind shifted ronnd, and blew from the nerth west, the
progress of disease, in that direction was impeded.

During the gale in September, the disease did not spread on the
Point, owing to the wind having this direction.  But the garrison
at Fort M’l-ferlry. wha were now exposed to the wind, which blew
over the wharves, soon began to sieken in such numbers, as to
make their removal from the Fort mecessary to their safety.

The rain, whieh fell ahout this time, had a good effect also.
The water around the wharves and doeks, very soon assumed
a much less foul appearance, and lost its former strength, (if
it is fair to judge from the consequences) for the disease not only
eeased to spread, but raged with Iless violence for a few days,

This is a faet, which corresponds with sundry other observa-
tions, made elsewhere, as well as the doctrine held out in the
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foregoing pages, when speaking ahont the good effeets of the fresh
water o ﬁaeli‘enlls." Several writers, who have treated of this dist
ease, and have detailed historical facts, agree in this particular,

Last summer this effeet of rain was noticed at Mobile, where the
disease was supposed to be awing to a quantity of wond, simifar to
that which has given us so much trouble at home. In many eountries
and a!l ages, haek 1o the remotest antiquity,disease has been as much
the natural consequence of drought as famine, It is nevertheless
a {fler, that different loenl eanses can be so far dried up, as to give
out no yvapor, and of eourse, su, us to hecome harmless. A cerlain
degree hoth of moisture and heat, corresponding with the quantity
of vegetnhle matter present, are neeessury lo exeite the peculiar
process which generates the cause. g

g —

Thus you see, Sir, alarge number of the eases here, were trae-
ed for their origin to the airy, immediately in this guarter, The
cause of the eases whieh took place on {oard the Ceres and the
Betty must have been generated abont the wharves aforesaid,
where the first eases originated, and from whenee these persons
had embarked.

The seeds of disease were either received into the systems of
those patients at the wharyes, or on board these vessels after they
left the harbor. The holds of ships, lying abont wharves, have
often heenme filled with miasma, and after proceeding to sea in
this condition, the Yellow Fever has repeatedly seized the people
on board. 1t is highly probable that this has been the state of
these vessels, But in any view of the subjeet, the resnlt seems to
show, that at the edge of these wharves, the eanse of the Yellow
Fever, which is under enquiry, was first manifested, and became
most strong and powerful.  And eonsequently, if miasma has been
the eause of these enses (which I nppra]end no man feels disposed
to doubt) this cause must have been generated at these wharves,
This is & necessary eonclusion.  And inasmuch as similar exam-
ples have repeatedly taken place here, for a series of years, un-
der similar eircumstanees, they must also be referred to the same
canse and sonree, It is oiterly absurd to refer these diseases to a
exuse, the source of which, has not been permanent. 1t must have
existed here during the whole period of years in which these dis«
eases have prevailed.

* During this rain T attended to the conrse which themuddy water of the
Falls took, and had an ample demonstration of ifs disposal, in the manner
hereinbefore stated, wlhen speaking of this stream. This discolored water,
mixed with the waters of the Cove and Basin, while the water about the
south east corner of the Point, was not changed in its appearance.
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The wood in question, is (he only source of miasma of this mag-
nitude, and answering to this deseription. And to this wood must
be referred all our past ealamities from Vellow Fever,

By compairing the miasmatic discases of this place with the
Feyers of other places, farther, important, lessons, eorroborative
of Ivl:e foregoing statements, may be addueed. This is a part of
the subject an which a valume might be written. 1 anly beg your
indulgence however, while I mention a few instances, wherein
the causes and the diseases correspond with the case before me,

- It has been ascertained, that a quantity of wood. similar to that
in question, has been used for the same purpose, in the wharves
near to where the Fever prevailed in the City of New York last

summer, .

The same T am informed may he said respecting the wharves in
Philadelphia, where the Yellow Fever has originated in past years,

Doctors Hansford and Taylor* in giving a history of the Yellow
Fever as it has existed at Norfolk, and the cireumstanecs attend-
ing it, say, that ¢ that part of the town where the Malignant Fever
chiefly prevailed, stands entirely on made ground, reclaimed from
the river, by sinking pens of large logs, and filling them up chief-
ly with green pine saplings, which are slightly covered over with
earth or gravel.”

In Gﬁngm' in Savannah and in Mobile, wood has unfortu-
nately been tao l’r_e‘uly used for the purpose of filling up wharves.

There are several other Cities and Towns, where the disease

reviils oceasionally, with regard to the condition of the wharves
in whieh, I shall not speak. But wood has always entered into
the wharves of our ecountry at large, even for building them, in un-
necessary, unreasonable and injurious quantities.

At New Orleans wharves cannot be said to furnish a souree of
miasma. But vegetable miasma arises in great quanfities from
eoves, marshes and swamps, in that vieinity. If 1 am not very
much misinformed, there is a large marsh quite near to the place
where this disease originated, in that City, last summer, as well
as many preceding summers,

——}. - T—

The Bilious Fevers of this place, eorrespond with the Fevers
of the same nature, in many places in the interior of our country.

* Bee New York Medical Repository.
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Doctor Ramsay, when speaking of these diseases, in his History
of South Carolina, says, “In their mildest season, they assume
the type of Intermitients, in their next grade they are Bilious Re-
mittents, and under particular eireumstances, in their highest

ade constitute Yellow Fever”  This is the ease as respeets the
Efmases of Fell’s Point, in Pitt and Philpot streets.  And this is a
good general diffinition of the Fevers of that ¥tate. But it does
not apply to every part of the State. There are certuin hiealthy
and eertain sickly situations. The sickly seetions are as local
and as circumseribed as the infected parts of Fell’s Point have
been of late. T'hese diseases prevail on the borders of mill-dams,
filled with lumber, in some of the upper distriets, (in which the
Doetor has not had attentive eorrespondents to furnish him  with
detailed aceounts, sueh as he received from several other dis-
triets.) And here they put on “their worst grade.” Yet mill-
dawms velieved of their wood, even in that hot elimate, become in-
offensive. Uke evaporation from them is innocent, (as before in-
timated,) if the stream is large.

The inhabitants of the whole southern seetion of the United
States, who live near to mill-dams, filled with wood, and marshes
eharged with vegetables in a putrifying condition, are liable to
suffer, and do occasionally suffer, in summer and autumn, from
Bilious Fevers comprising all the grades thereof.

The Waeulty of this City in 1800, in their report to the Mayor,
have related several instances wherein this disease has appeared
in the interior. Some of the examples, which were before them,
oceurred on the Ohio at Galliapolis, Mifflin County in Pennsylva-
nig, and on the Gennessee Lakes in the State of New York.”
They state further, that a * similar ’_zlisease“ oceurred in that
year “in Harford County, on the banks of the Susquehanna ; on
the Canal, in Ceaeil County ; in Charles County, in Dorchester
County and in some other places” of this State.

The inhabitants of Baltimore County, who reside in the Necks
and near to the inlets, low grounds and marshes, above deseribed
under the head of Topography, and where vegetable matter al-
ways lies in a perishing condition, are not strangers to this dis-
ease.¥ Dr. Mace, who practises there, and who has a right te

1t is a common apinion, that the cause of the diseases of these places
rises with the fog, so gencrally seen there, These fogs muy carry some.-
thing of a poisonous nature with them, although they do not necessarily
cause the Fever themselves. Fogs partake of the nature of the water from
which they rise. And if we judge from the effect, which the water of the
inlets there had last summer on the fish, it will be fair to say, that they did
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~ know what Yellow Fever is, from having seen it here in 4508,
has informed me, “that he never had o many cases of Bilious
Fever under his care, at one time, as he had last summer and
fall—that several eases were attended with black vomit and stools,
heemorrhagies, yellow skin, and all the worst symptoms of Yel-
low Fever.” % sees @ cases of Yellow Fever annually in these

places. ﬁﬁt. they only originate quite near to the marshes.”

A dim of the same character prevnilﬂ last summer below
this p‘h&ishoﬂ distance ; namely, at Canton and at Ceder Point.

 The :;hﬂi:. ulation at Ceder Point eonsisted of eight foreign-
ers and six natives.  Bilious Fevers of different grades took plaee
among these people.

On the 26th June, one of the foreigners was seized with g Fe-
ver of high geade. The life of this patient was in jeopardy for
six days. In the mean time several others had siekened.  And a
fine little boy, (son of James Bate an Englishman) died on the
third day of his illness.

& .
Twelve of these inhabitants had been attacked previons to the

ers all had a disease answering well the deseription

[ forms of Bilious Fever.
This settlement was nearly depopulated. Many of the inhabi-
tants fled from it, on recovering, as from, the most deadly pestilence.

The whole of these Fevers were owing fo miasma ; and {rom

* the proportion of the popuiation attacked, you will agree, that their

sufferings were comparatively greater, than those, of the citizens
of Fell’s Point.

When I say these diseases were owing to miasma, I do it with-

carry with them, something prejudicial to health and life. For Tam wel}
informed, that immense ql!ull\'ll\lt's of fish were seen in the first instancé
sick, and afterwards dead, in many of these places. The same fact was
observed about our wharves. Fish were scen inactive and floating about
the wharves; and finally lurge numbers were found lying on the banks,
near the Sugar House wharf, dead.

H'emiﬁqzd?«llqw- Fever, whieh is detailed hy Dr.
: }mm: in Philadelphia in 17958, The natives

e
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out fear of contradietion.* For it is well known that numerous
marshes, eontaining rotten vegetables, exist in this vieinity. Poi-
gonous ex':alations arise from them (and from Harris’ Creek,)
during cvery summer and fall. Those nuisances are permanents
Henee more or less Bilious Fever oceurs in their neighbourhood
every summer and fall, This is preeisely the condition of Fell’s
Point both at the south east and south west eorners thereoft At
the commencement of the diseases of these divisions of the Point
this year, they were as mild as they have been in many fall sea-
sons. In their worst form and at a more advanced period, al-
though they were Yellow Fever, they were nothing more than
such diseases as often prevail, in warm elimafes, at a distance from
cities, in certain local places, filled with wood aud other vegeta-

bles.

“"T'he great regulator of all (hose diseases in any City, or in any

place, where wet deeaying vegetables, are found, is the existing de-

ee of heat, This is a conelusion so well grounded in fact, as to
id defiance to theoretieal disquisitions.

It cannot have eseaped your own observation, that this disease
springs up, nearly at the same moment, in hundreds of places, at a
cousiderable distance from each other, and that it dies away at
the whale of these places as the season grows eold. 1t is self evi-
dent therefore, that the Yellow Fever is indigenous to all those
places, and depends on a ecause of similar nature wherever it
exisis.

T —

This disease has originated at sea, under cireumstances which
are also plainly demoustrative of its domestie origin, and equally
s0 of the effeets of wood in producing it.

Dr. Kolloek has given a defailed acepunt of this Fever origie
nating on hoard the United States Frigate « General Green,” af-
ter she had “sprung a leuk at sen.”  He suppeses the cause to have
heen generated by some marine vegetables, which were mixed with
slate and other imperishable ballast. This snpposition is plausa-

* It may be said by some perhaps, that animal and vegetable miasma com-
bined, occasion the diseases of this pluce from year to year. But I know of
no existing necessity for calling animal mizsma into the account; vegetable
miasma is indispensubly necessary and no doubt all sufficient of itself. Be-
sides animal miasma cannot be shown to have existed then all the time
alluded to. The situation and result at Canton, were similar in all respects.

vt
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ble enough, if these vegetables were in sufficient quantity. But
the probability is, the wood of the vessel, as weﬂ as the water
casks, had some share, perhaps the greatest share, in charging the
water in the vessel’s hold with the vegetable matter, necessary to
fermentation and the generation of miasma.

An instance similar to the above took place on hoard the En-
lish Ship Hankey, after she had heen nine months at sea. T'he
isease destroyed three fourths of all hands on board. "This is

fully detailed by Dr. Chisholm.

Dr Lynd details several instances wherein a few cases of Fever
originated in this way, at sea, in the British Navy., He mentions
one remarkable example of the effects of the vessels woond, as [
am disposed to consider it to have been. This is that of a British
Frigate on her way home from this eounlr?r, “with a seasoned
F sound erew,” many of whom suffered from Malignant Fever. They
% beeame infeeted,” (he says) “as it would appear, from the eloge-
ness or damp below, oecasioned by the hatchways being kept shut.”?
Now, whatever water was in this vessel’s hold would beeome highly
eharged with the wood of the ship, and water cusks, and there-
fore the cause of Fever was generated in the hold,

In hot seasons, old ships, in a leaking eondition, lying ir our
} harbor, might, upon the same principle, generate the eause of
this Fever on board. On long voyages the same might occur, and
1 apprehend has often oceurred, previous to, or about the time of
. the arrival of vessels, And in sneh eases, the inhahitanis re-
siding near to the vessels, are liable to sicken. But instead of this
being a proof that the disease is communieated hy contagion, it
. proves the contrary. Nor cam general disease take place from
such a cause alone. But no vessel had arrived here last summer,
b either with sick persons on beard, or with nuisances on board, in

time to originate this Fever. I speak positive, for I visited all
; vessels at this place, with a view to acquaint myself with facts as
. they existed.

f Vessels lﬁing in erowded rows, in docks, and about wharves,

| may have had bad effeets in two other ways. They may have
rendered the water, in these places, more stagnant, and the water

; may have dissolved eertain portions of their wood, and become un-

| wholesome in some degree. But their agency alone would have
been insufficient.

ey < A —

Having thus far endeavoured to direct your attention to vegeta-
ble miasma, as the eause of this disease, and to the chief source

R
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from whence this poison has arose, it appears unneeessary for me
to dwell on rontagion, and apply, evidenve, caleulated to prove di-
rectly, that it has Liad no agency i producing the late Yellow Fever.
If I bave succeeded in estabhishing the ground assumed, this Fe-
ver was not contagious. I 1 have not, contagion might as well
be said to have originated it, as any other cause which has been
named. For there is nothing but li;e miasma which has been ge-
nerated from this wood, eapable of aceounting for this disease, as
it has appeared here from time to time. But inasmuch as you have
propused the direet question,  do you consider the disease conta-
gious under any eircumstanees,” 1 am prepared to give this ques-
tion an unqualified negative. Contagion, 1 believe, only exists as
a eause of Yellow Fever, in the minds of a few idle theorists. It
would be perfectly useless to ¢ enumerate” to you, “ all the eases
whieh huve fallen under my eare,” caleulated to shew the eor-
reetness of this remark. Let it suflice, to say, that among all that
1 have seen of this disease, there has not been the slightest reason
to suspeet it to be communicable from person to person, either di-

reetly or indireetly.

Detailed accounts of the occasional visits of this Fever in our
country, as far back as 1699, have been published, and in every
instance it has been remarked, that it has in no case originated
beyond eertain limits of air.* ‘T'housands have gone through this
disease out of those limits, and where it could not have failed to be
communicated to other persons, if contagion were the eanse. This
is all the proof that need be required on this point, by men who will
;aﬂ’ur their reason to regulate them, instead of their prejudices and
ears.

ey - K—
I now come to speak of the best methods of preventing a recur-
rente of this Fever, at this place,

"This is the mest difficult, as well as the most important part of
the subjeet.

Ta me it appears, as advised by my friend Dr. James Smith, of
this City, agent of Vaceination for the U, 8, that the plainest and

* To say that the sir makes the disease contagious, and at the same time
to say, that the contents of the air is not the cause itself, is a species of
philosophising teuly odious. Contagious diseases are communicable from
person to person, in the country as well as in citics. X am aware of no ex-
ception to this remark.
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wmsirun e owe snethod of obtaining future seeurily, wou.., ..., o puisac
a plan similar; or follow the pure and wholesome eourse, whie
was preseribed in such cases, {y the great law giver of old, and
provide by law, that every particle of the above named body of
vegetable matter, shall be torn down aud east away, “in an unelean
place without the City.”* Have this done and we will be secur-
ed against Yellow Fever.

Bat no doubt you are ready to sa{, the extraordinary expence
which would attend this measure, lowever desirable it may be,
renders it impracticible. This is your concern. 1 have acquitted
my eonseience and fulfilled my duty, and 1 have done nothing
more than my duty, by exposing the existing necessity for a mea-
sure of such magnitude. Aud this is what you have repeatedly
requested. I would further remark however, that hie must be v er-
ror, who thinks any price too great to purchase heaith, Health
is all important—Its value cannat be estimated.  Youn would think
a man mad who would sit down and ask you, what sum of money,
would be suficient ecompensation, for your having the Yellow Fe-
ver, so bad, as to be attended with blaek vomit?

But as respects the enormity of the expense, it may be said,
that even the direet and indirect burthens and pecuniary losses
sustained by our eitizens at large, during our last catamity, (if the
whole amount could be ecaleulated,) no doubt exceeded the sum,
which might have saved us from that, and similar visitations, for-
ever, il’ it had been properly applied. Under existing eireumstan-
ces, we maiexpeel this plague to visit us every luture summer,
similar to the past.

And if such seasons and ealamities take place often in sueees-
sion, our loss will be still more incalenlable. It may amount to
the utter ruin of the City. This part of the City has not to this
time, overcome the ruinous effeets of the Fever of 1500, And
much less, could our pecuniary concerns sustain, a suceession of
such Fevers. But for what or whom are you to legislate in the
case ? For money, or for life ? For individuals, or for the com-
munity at large Fnrlyuunw‘lvea, or for posterity P Is not the inter-
est of every individaal who now lives in this Uity, or may live in it
for many generations uuborn, invelved iu this business ?

All are to be benefited and seeured; and all should bear an
equal portion of the expenses required.

* Seg Liviticus, chap. xiv. verses 40, 41, 42, 43, 44 and 45.
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The wharf owner is not answerahle for what has arisen from
the construetion of his wharf. No law has existed prohibiting fil-
ling up wharves with wood. T'his has been done without knowing
or%’oreseeing the consequences. The owners cannot remedy the
evil. It must be done, if done at all, at the expense of the City
at large. And in that way I am disposed to say, that it is prae-
ticable to have our lives and fortunes secured against the inroads
of Yellow Fever.

e} L —

With regard to any improvement that can be made in the
wharves, with a view to secure us, in the © cheapest mode,” pro-
bably nothing positive ean be said.

Stone walls, such as have been built at Prait street wharf, if
they were substituted for the present walls around these wharves,
would avail us nothing. The water and the air would still pass
among the wood under ground. The aerial produet of the fermen-
tation of the wood, (if' there be sueh a produet,) would find its
way through the water at high tide, and through the air at low
tide,to the lower edges of these walls, and there it would escape into
the common atmosphere. The water would become as foul and as
poisonous as ever. JAnd this is the most important point to be ﬁuard-
ed against. Moreover, such stone walls as these, having E: es for
their foundations, would" not stand the action of large shipping.
They would be battered to pieces by the first gale.

If any improvement of this natore is made, the wall must go
to the bottom, or it will be useless. ‘I'he water of the docks must
be kept from the wood which lies under ground. 1t has ocenrred
to wme, that this might he done, by driving down two rows of joint-
ed, tongued and grooved, square timber, or piles, at the distance of
a foot or two from each other, and puddling the space between
them with elay. This is a doubtful maode nf‘seeuring us, and of
course not so adviseable as the removal of the wood,

I know of no improvement that ean be made on the floor of the
wharves. 1 have no idea that any portion of miasma finds its way
out through the earth which covers the wood and forms these
floors. Paying them would be a useless expense. Dry gravel is
dquite as good as pavement. The wharves should be kept clean.

Yours, &e.

’M-Dl

Fell’s Point, Baltimore, December 20th, 1819,
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APPENDIX.

In suffering the foregning essay to be published, the aunthor has
had no motive but that of serving the eause of distressed humani-
ty. He coneeives his name could add no weight to the production,
and has therefore had it erased from the original.

The printer having been so polite as to favor the author with
the reading of all the former pages of this article, it has been
found that several typographical and other errors eseaped his no-
tice when correeting the proof sheets, which, it is hoped, the rea-
der will be liberal enough to exeuse.

M. D,

Fell’s Point, Baltimore, JMay 29th, 1820,
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BA L'I'IMORE, Dect‘.mum OULLly Aok

1o sonasu wornsony Esq.
Mayor of the City of Baltimore,

Dear Siny

I avail myself of this occasion 1o answer the ques-
tions eontained in your Cireular of the 1st instant, on the subject
of the late Epidemie.

The first eases of Yellow Fever which came under my eare in
this City last summer, were located near the water, on (he south
east portion of Fell’s Point, These cases eommenced in the lat-
ter part of July, All the cases from this to the 20th of August
originated in that portion of the Point comprising Pitt street ; and
the lower euds of Aun, George, Woll and Laneaster streets.

There were some foreigners attacked in the early part of the
disease 3 but young persons generally were the greatest sufferers.
The lurgest portion of the first cases were among the apprentice
hoys, who were engaged in the various werk shops in this neigh-
bourhoad 3 but late in the season no sex, age, nor colour, was ex-
empt from it.

About the 21si of August, the disease also made its appearance
on the south west ecorner of the Point, in Philpot street, and con-
tinued to spread there until the place was deserted.

Having attended to many cases of Bilious Fever of high cha-
. racter out of the City, I beg leave to call your atiention to that
cireumstance, before I give you my epinion relative to the eause
of the Fever of this place.

These cases of Feyer oceurred at different places along the
water’s edge, between Fell’s Point and the Lazaretto. Every
inhabited place along this shore suffered greatly. 1 had about
thirty [;u.tieuts at Cauton, Ceder Point and the Sugar House, most-
1y, in the month of July. The family of Mr. Slater, who resided
at Canton, all took sick about the middle of this month. They
were immediately removed to his dwelling in the upper part of the
Point, where ten of them lay ill at one time of a Fever, which ear-
tied with it many of the characteristic marks of Yellow Fever,
sueh as Dblaek stools, yellow skin, heemorrhage, &e. Some of
those who resided at Canton, Ceder Pointy, and the Sugar House,
were foreigners, "Lhey sickened early. Others of them were
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from the Eastern Shore, and being more aceustomed to the eanse
of this disease, they did not sicken until later in the season. Dut
they were then severely attacked. One of them died of black vo-
mit. Of those at the Sugar House, one was a foreigner, and had
a Ilighl;rmlﬁjgnmt disease, attended with heemorrhage for several
days. This patient had not been on the Point, nor from home,
during the sickly season.

% I am thus minute with those eases of Fever, to show the ana-
logy between them and the Fevers which prevailed on Fell's Point
shortly afterwards, believing that every person will agree that all
the eases of Fever here related as originating at Canton, and in
the vieinity of the waler asnear the Point as the Sugar House, were
the offspring of Marsh Miasma, The water along the shore, and
that of the various inlets, in that direction, is rendered poisonous
by the great quantity of vegetable matter remaining in it, and un-
dergoing that change by which miasma is formed.  And this poi-

there taken uﬂ by evaporation during hot and dry seassus,
with the water in the form of vapor, and is then wafted along in
the air, to be inhaled or swallowed by the subjects ol disease.

It seems reasonable therefore to suppose, that the Fever which
prevailed at Fell’s Point, was produeed in like manner, by the va-
pour arisini from our dock water, which had been rendered poi-
sonous by the wood of the wharves, and the great quantity of tim-
ber suffered to remain in the water.

This does appear to be the case from the following faets.

It is now a well known faet, that immense quantities of pine*
cord wood, and other articles of the same nature, have been used
for ﬁllins in most of the wharves, situated at the lower end of the
Point. T'he dock water has aceess to this wood through the open-
ings in the walls, built up with logs, to enclose this wood: the
atmospherie air also has admission to this wood during low tides,

The water of the doeks for some distance out was perceptably
changed in its eolourt and appearance, during the sickly season.

* I would here remark, that the first suspicion of this body of wood used
for filling in the wharves of this place, being a prolific source of discuse
from its connection with the water under the earth of the wharves, was sug-
gested by my brother, and by him reported as such, in & written commu-
nication to the Mayor, early in September,

11 refer you to Mr. Edward Dickinson, an old respectable inhabitant
of Anp street, for more information respecting this fact. He remained on
the Point during the whale of the sickness of last summer, and that of 1800,
and says he observed this change in the colour of the water, at both these
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This appearance of the water varied, according to its stillness, and
the course of the winds,

The Fever commenced near the water, and prevailed most along
it, as far as Patterson’s wharl. The progress of this disease west-
wardly from the water, was slow, well marked, and seemed to de-
pend on the south easterly winds for its quick or slow movement.

From these fuets I should suppose, that had the eause of this
disease heen generated in our streets, eellars or lots, the Fever
would have made its appearance al many plaees at one time. No
difference can be pointed out in our streels at large. We have
wet cellars over the whole extent of the Point, exeepling those
streets nearest to the water, where the cellars are generally deep
and ;lry. And in those streets the Fever raged first and most se-
verely. :

1 was led at first from the similarity of the Fever which pre-
vailed at Canton, the Lazaretto, and other places along the shore,
to those eases of Fever which took place on Fell’s Point shortly af-
ter it appeared there ; and these places being in that direetion
from which the winds generally prevailed, and the distance across
the water being short, to suppose it possible, that migsme might
be brought from there, to us, in suflicient quantity to account for the
Fever here.  But when this disease beeame so general and fatal
on the Point, 1 was satisfied that the eanse of it was generated near-
erto us. Andlam now t}}fﬂw opinion that the chief cause of the Yel-
low Fever which vaged herve last season, oviginated from the wood
in the wharves, and the other vezelable substances which had been
suffered to remuin in the water, ﬁuring the heat and drought of the
sumaner.

That the water of our docks and around our shores, was pos-
sessed of deleterious matter, was evident, for many reasons. Some
of these haye already been stated. But 1 beg your indulgence
while I add another faet, which shows the poisonous state of the
water of our doeks, and of the stagnant water along the shore, as
low down as Colesate’s Creek, (which is a short distance helow
the Luzaretto). Large numbers of dead fish were 1o be seen float-
ing about our wharves and thousands of them were washed on the
shores of Canton and Colegate’s Creele. From this and all the
other faets stated, it would seem very probable, that the water

periods, for about fifty yards out from the wharves. He further observed,
that the sen nettlesiwere not to be seen near the wharves at these times, 25
usual.
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being now generally still) had received its poisonous properties
m the wood before deseribed, together with the numerous spars,
rafts and old vessels, suffered to remain in it.

This water mﬁg evaporated by the intense heat of the sun
lhm‘.ugi? the day, was at n:ght condensed into fog.* which carried
with it through our streets, wherever it went, the cause of this

. %

the second Tﬂ‘lﬂ. estion, T answer, that many nuisancea
ay be d out in this part df"-ﬂi_c‘wdit,rs sueh L cellars,
reets, and lots in which water is liable to stand and stagnat
nﬂli.l‘ it alxormad Thuﬂ:_i consider to‘b;‘ ral u_uit_i::m,ugu
to have had their share in the production of disease as us any
isture remained to be evaporated. But they mld‘»m-hgwbm
sufficier ‘I‘l:e:;d tlu he diseases of'thelrl;l:e;h‘ The: ﬁl:al‘r:n al':dui
or sirengthence principal eause. Lhe la of fou nst
and the pumping out of bilge water at the w:gnrea, may have
added something to the then existing cause. These are practices

whieh 1 consider very impraper. 'They are highly offensive, and
perhaps pernicious to the health of the citizens.

~ As respeets your third question: I do not eonsider the « laie
Epidemic” or Yellow Fever to have been ¢ eontagious under any
eireumstances whatever.” 1 have attended 1o many eases of this

ever in different parts of the country, where the patients had it
in the worst form, after removing from the Point, and afforded
the hest opportunity of testing its character in this respeet—VYet
Y can assure you, that in no instance was there the slightest rea-
son to suppose it eontagious.

1 remain Nir,
With great respeet,
Your obedient humble servant,
W. H. CLENDINEN.

-

* A considerable number of respectable citizens, who removed from the
Puint to the adjacent hills, and on the Philadelphia road in view of the Point,
in their statement, thut during the sickness, in calm, clear weather,
had repentedly seen, between day light and sunrise, a dwrk fog, (us
they expressed it) hanging over the Point. This exactly corresponds with
the fogs which are so frequently seen along the valleys up Harris' creck,
and nesr Canton ; and those which are so wt_rlman_in all low marshy coun-
tries. Wherever they can be traced, there also Bilious Fevers are seen to

5
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BALTIMORE, 12 Month 15th, 1815:

To the Mayor of the City of Baltimore,

IN reply to the note which thou hast addressed to me,
I shall be brief and general. My practical acquaintance with the
late Epidemick wds limited, because of the distance otl’ my fesi-
denee, from that portion of the City, in which the disease pre-
vailed. It is a serious matter to give instruetion in things which
influence publick happiness, and 1 should not have made the at-
tempt, voluntarily : [:ul as thou hast desired me to join my views
to t[:nse of my professional brethren, they are at thy service.

L. A number of persons came under my ecare during the last
autumn, labouring under the ordinary Bilious Fever, which I con-
sider the same in kind with Yellow Fever; but in only ene ease
did those symptoms arise, which demand the appellation of Malig-
nant. This ease was that of a stout young negro, from Fell’s Point,
who was, I believe, generally healthy, and temperate. He re-
covered. I have no doubt that his disease orifiuated from effluvia

enerated hy vegetable putrefaction, for 1 will endeavour to show
in answer to the third question, that Yellow Fever can arise from
no other source.

I1. Some of the most effectunl measures, to prevent the future
zeneration of the eause of Yellow Fever, are these:

1st, Where the water in docks is not much affected by the ebb
and flow of tides, or where the wood is old and decayed, the sides
of them should be remeved, and stone walls built in their stead.
I am not aequainted with the proportional expence of wood and
stone walls to wharves; but I think that stone would be far more
elegant and substantial. If it were universally substituted and
the docks kept deep to prevent the sun’s rays from acfing upon
the mud of the bottom, there would be little danger from wharves
a8 sources of disease.

2d, During the hot weather, the streets, yards and gutters
should be kept clean, and the latter daily washed. The washing
miﬁht be performed with great facility, by suffering the publick
hydrants, to be opened foa short period each day.

2d. All ponds and marshy places, should be filled up with clean
earth. An Ordinance, if none exist at present, should he made,
to prevent any cavity from being filled with filth, When cellars
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have clay bottoms, and are oceasionally eovered with water, an
efficacious remedy for the evil, is, to dig a well to the sand be-
neath, and fill it up with cinder, or some porous substance. When
the water pereolates te the sand, it generally escapes by subterra-
neous passages. If no effectunl measure could be found to carry
off the water, the cellar ought undoubtedly to be filled up.

4th, Tt has been the opinion of some (hat a eanal from the Spring

Garden to the Basin, by jmwen:ing the water in the latter from

becoming stagnant, would be extremely henelicial to the City.

"I'his is rather Emblemﬁ.tieul: but if' the eanal would be useful in
L

other respects the subject is wortay of consideration.
5th, The last precautionary measure, which I shall recommend,
relates to conduet. Every species of intemperanee should

be aveided ; but there is one source of seduction from virtue, which
seems to require the mterposition of the law. I allude to Tippling
Shops. Spirits, when faken into a system debilitated by the mi-
asma which causes the Fever, rouse it into sudden and dangerous
activity. Independently of the mischief which results from sup-
plying the poor with this article, the shops keep them in a state
of idleness. Their persons, their houses, their yards, are conse-
quently filthy, and subject them to disease. I'o make luws for the
extinetion of these vile establishments, in which avarice and hy-
poerisy prey upon intemperance, would be to legislate both for
soul and body. 1t would be no more improper to suppress them,
than ta prevent men from keeping shops for the encouragement of
suicide by poison.

IIT. Changes of temperature, an epidemick eonstitntion of the
atmnnllbhere, contagion, and animal and vegetable putrefaction are
the only sourees which have been supposed capable of cansing
Yellow Fever.

1st, ChanEes of temperature are no doubt exciting causes of
this Fever, but that they cannot alone give rise (o it was elearly

roved by our late Epidemick. While the Peint was subjeet to
its worst ravages, the City was only slightly affected, and from
eircumstances of a local nature. Its proximity to the Point, made
it liable to the same temperature, and the currents of air passed
backward and forward.

2d, To the seeond supposed cause, the same remark may be
applied. It would have existed in both sitnations. But the truth
probably is, that it has only an imaginary existence.

éd, It is elear, beyond doubt, that the Fever had not a eonta«
gious charueter. The infeeted and the heaithy portions of the
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City were divided by lines; and whatever was the condition of
the sick, they did not communicate their disorder when the{iwem
removed into the healthy distriet. The Hospital and Alins House,
also, afford proofs of the validity of the non-eontagions deotrine.
During the whole season no instanee of communication either to
the nurses, physicians or visitors ever occurred, although the cases
of disease were numerous and violent. 1 consulted with the at-
tending physician of the Alins House on the only two eases which
were brought to it. They were placed in the wards among the
other poor, without any precaution and no infection (ook place
although in one of them the discase was peculiarly malignant.

It is probable that the doetrine of eontagion in (his Fever, has
kept its station, from the perversion whiaﬁ old declrines give to
the eyes of observers. It was onee even received as an axiom,
that the common Intermittent Fever, wus contagious. A conse«

ene¢ of the attachment to old notions has been, that when &
ﬂver has been proved not contagious, physicians have direetly
declared that it was not the genuine Yellow Fever. The follow.
ing may possibl { give some light to this sulijeet, r. M’Lean, in
his treatise on the Yellow Fever of 8t. Domingo, tells us that the
difference between that Fever and the ¥pidemick which prevailed
in Philadelphia in 1703, consisted in the eontagions character of the
Tatter. Dr. Rush had deseribed it as being contagious, but a few
years after he had the candour fa tell the world of his deception,.

The day of contagion in Yellow Fever has almost expired.—
The last person in America whe has supported the misehievous
doetrine is obliged to resort to the hypothesis that it is contagious
in an -infected atmosphere only. Unfortunately for the author,
this atmosphere must always be where the vegetable miasma exists,
‘We may throw together huundreds of the sick in an healthy air,
surely enough to infeet it, and no Fever will be communicated.

ath, EfMuviom from animal putrefaction is evidently innoeent.
Blaughter houses, privies, disseeting rooms and dead careases prove
this to be the fact.

Bth, That the Yellow Fever arises from the proceeds of vegeta-
ble putrefaction remains to be proved, but I will not trouble thee
with the faets for that purpose. ‘I'hey have ofien been given and
no ene has ever disproved them,

Respeetfully,
EZRA GILLINGHAM.
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BALTIMORE, December 10th, 1319.
To Epwarp Jornsox, Esq.

SIR y

: HAVING reeeived your Cireular of the st inst. res-
ting the late Fever, it becomes my duty to & answer” tle sever-
al * queries” which it contains, :

1. The * first eases of Malignant Fever which seceurred in my-
practice during the past summer,” in this City, ¢ were loeated”
aft the south east corner of K e!lll;shl’loim. Seviral ’of them took

lace on board the shipping, which lay about the wharves of this
i s among forergners wﬁmhu hy previous to their ar-
ival.  But most of them nri‘ﬁuaied in Pitt street. and the lower
end of Wolf street, amor apprentice boys and other youths.
The patients” were of orderly « habits.”

In a short (ime after the disease first appeared, it seized on all
classes of persons coming within certain limits of air.

1 % aseribe their sickness” to vegetable miasma.

2. The % nuisances within my observation, which T eanceive im-
paired the health of the City.” eonsisted of an immense body of
gne corD woon lying under the wharves immersed in stagnant wa-

r—of a considerahle T_mntii y of green timber similarly situated
in the docks—of several old hulks and rotten arks, also lying in
the water—of sundry beds of fermenting vegetables, such as chips,
shavi saw dust, &e. and of the stagnant and your wATER in
the docles and about the wharves,

I believe some share of fhe cause to have heen generaled from
all these sourees, But as 1 have already stated in my note ol the
4st September, the wood under the wharves was, and still is,
mueh tL most formidable nnisance. T'his wond has existed as a
source of miasma, for many years, and will he liable to generate
it every hot summer, while it remains in its present state. The
chips, shavings, and other less permanent nuisances, will ol them-
selves cease, if they have mot already ceased to emit the cause,
They should not be suffered to aceumulate, and all permanent nui-
sances that ean, should he removed; as the only sceurity against
this disease for the future.

- 8. I do pot “consider the late Fever fo have heen cnn(‘asious,
under any cireumstances whatever.” Being aun indigenous Fever,
and having been originated by miasma, T ¢ consider” it to have
been propagated by the same eause as far as it extended.

Yours respeetfully,

A. CLENDINEN,
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MISCELLANEOUS MATTER.

e i (1 R—

Edward Jolmson, Esquire, Mayor of the City of Baltimore.

SIR,

IN compliance with a request from yeur office, a meeting
of the Medical Faeulty was held this day at the Couneil Chamber,
Dr. J. €. White called to the Chair and Dr. Samuel Baker ap-
pointed Seeretary.—After full deliberation on detailed reports
made by each member present of his knowledge and opinion of the
p;esﬁnt state of the health of the City, it was unanimously Resolv-
ed that

¢ A Committee be appointed and insfrueted fo report to the
Mayor conformably to the sense of this meeting that there is
wothing unusual in the health of the City, and explain in detail
the occurrences which have given rise to a contrary apprehen-
sion.”

The Commiltee were appointed aceordingly, and in pursuance
of those instruetions beg leave (o state—That the reports and opi~
nions collected at this meeting of the Faculty distinetly represent
the general eharaeter of the prevailing diseases to be that of mild-
ness 3 and their number and extent below an average even of
healthy years. Four eases only of Fever marked with particular
virulence are known to have oceurred during the season, and in
them no eonnexion eonld be traced in their origin, or relation, or
any other peeuliarity novel to medical observers. It may not ge-
nerally be known, that, preeisely such cases invariably oceur to a
very limitted amount in the eourse of every summer, in all our
large Cities, and only occasionally become the subject of publie
attention in consequence of some contingeney, that may bring
them to view. They appear to be solitary insulated easualties in-
cidental to the Bilious Remittent: and although never satisfacto-
rily accounted for, have been generally aseribed by the Faculty
to some local virulenee of cause, or to some specific defect of bo-
dily eondition in the subjects of them. It is eertain that they so
neeur and are not propagated. ‘The previous anxieties and inqui-
ries excited by an alarm in a neighbouring City, have probably
given an interest to the unusually small number of these analogous
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tases produced here, which they would not otherwise have ae-

wired. In that instance, the result seems to have proved their
threatening appearances were fallacious, and that even the most
malignant eases of Bilious Fever may be embodied to o consider-
able extent under very suspicious eircnmstances, and yet develope
nothing, but some loeal poison, or specific predisposition, in the
patient ; much less then ean there be found grounds for apprehen-
sion, where less than ordinary appearances of an Epidemie Fever,
are attended with unusually gnvuura.b!e indications of health.

It is not prefended that medical observation ean anticipate the
oceurrence of Epidemies : but if dread of them can be exeited by
existing eircumstances at present, there is no summer season in
which it might not be equally exeited, since they are as invariable
as the seasons which produce them.

Nore—The preceding part of this Report is designed to be used
at the diseretion of the Mayor and Council, and the subsequent paré -
Jor their own consideration.

The Committee strenuously and seriously recommend to the at-
tention of the Mayor and Health Committee, the diseontinuance of
all operations in filling up the streets and doeks with mud. They
are well assured that a timely attention to the removal of all sorts
of filth, the pumping out of water stagnant in cellars, the fillin
up of cavities in which lodges the refuse of vegetable and animﬁ
matters, the frequent eleaning of the streets and gutters, and in
short the thorough removal of all things offensive to the sight or
smell, will preserve the purity of our atmosphere, and entirely re-
move every material that might menace our safety or exeite our
fears. They would alse recommend the covering of the matier
recently removed from the hed of the Dock aud Basin with a
eoat of solid material—and they would observe that this covering
should be s{‘)read out with great regularity so as to leave as little
inequality of surface as possible, that it be of the depth of at least
a foot and if allowable in some degree beaten down so as to consti-
tute a solid stratum, incapable of retaining or allowing the emis.
s’iun of offensive and destructive exhalations from the matter be.

ow.
JOHN OWEN,

J. B. DAVIDGE,

WILLIAM DONALDSON,

SAMUEL K. JENNINGS.
Baltimore, July 31st, 1819,
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JA REPORT.

A'l' a Meeting of the Distriet Medical Society of Baltimore,
on the evening of the 23d August, a Commitiee was appointed to
enquire into lgﬁ'e health of Fell’s Point, and to examine the condis
tion of any street, alley, lot, or wharf, on which any materials,
capable of producing deleterious exhalutions, might be Tound, whe-
ther on the Pointy or other parts of the City. T'he Comimittee so
appointed have performed the duty assigned them, and beg leave
respeetfully to I‘l:]pl:)l‘l: that among whatever other causes, that
seem (o have produced the late considerable mortality, there are
the following ;—which are so uhvious, as to exeite our astonish-
ment that the mortality has not been greater.

1. All that part of Wolf street, north of Pitt street, Fell’s Point,
south of the paved part of the street, is wholely composed of the re-
fuse of work shops, by which it has been raised (o a level with the
other streets s all vegetable matter, now in the highest state of pu-
terluction, and varying in depth from one to six feet. ‘T'hese ma-
terials have been gradually uueumu!nlinig for years, so that al-
theugh a stratum next to the solid earth may have undergone de-
eomposition; other superineumbent strata, exhibit every possible
variation from pecfeet rottenness in the dry state,

In eonsequence of this cireumstance, the whole mass is so porous
and elustie, that in every instance when passed over by earts, drays,
&e. the most dangerous exhalations are discharged ; affording a
vanstant and abundant souree of inlection.

By some legal restraint, this street has been diverted from its
proper eourse, 8o that if it were carried through, as originally in-
tended, the nuisance above deseribed would be still lcﬁ, though
it would by that means, be placed on more elevated ground. it
is the opinion of the Commiitee, that at a suitable time, all these
nmuriars should be removed, and that the street should be paved
or raised to a level with the other streets, by materials ineapable

of putrefaction.

2, Much of that ground from Laneaster street, east of Wolf
street, comprising a whale square, bounded by Wolf street is
located witﬁ materials fitted for putrefaction, and is so situated,
that it must noaveidably continue in its present offensive condition,
till the decomposition of vegetable matter shall have been arrest-
ed by frost.

3. 'T'he lower part of Pitt street, which is not paved, is the re-
eeptacle of all the bad materials washed down from the higher
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round, and of itself now forms a nuisance eapable of spreading
ease. -

4. That part of I!hle wharf south of Fenby and Zane’s shops, is
formed of similar materials, and will require futare attention.

5. Two Arks are rotting on John Price’s wharf'; these, together
with other vegetable n__anars_ in a state of rotienness, onght 1o be
reckoned among the causes that have contributed to the present
eondition of the neighbourhood. ‘

6. The lower end of George street is not paved, and contains &
bed of shavings and other matters in a state of decomposition.

7. Perhaps one of the worst and most offensive nuisances, con-
sists of the timbers and sparrs, which have been sometimes kept
in the water, at others exposed to the sun 3 to which we are oblig-
ed to add, the rotting logs eomgmuing many of the wharves them-
selves :—"T'his enusé !i:au often been known of itself to produee ma-
lignant Fever: And in the present instance, we have no doubt,
has eontributed in no small degree, to give a deleterious guality
to the air in that quarter.

8. Randall’s wharf is now filling with materials, such as the bal-
laat of the Ship United States, which is made up of sand, mingled
with logs of wood, fragments of masts, &e. &e. in a rotten condi-
tion—Also a quantity of wood has a long time covered a consi-
derable space of Randall's wood yard, which from its low situa-
tion, must have retained water during this season.

9. A mass of yvegetable matters of great depth is now rotting on
Tenant’s wharf, and must be as offensive in its natare, as that of
‘Wolf street.

10. Alisanna street being unimproved at its western extremity,
is frequently overflowed by the tide ; which in most instances
leaves the earth partially covered with water, The ground thus
inundated, is made up of the washings of the street, whieh under
such cireumstances is well ealeulated 1o contribute to the general
contamination of the atmosphere of that quarter,

11. There is also a vacant lot, bounded by Bond street on the
east, by German street on the north, and by Carolina street on the
west :—And another piece of vaeant ground. hounded Ly Wilke
gtreet on the north, lying on hoth sides of Harford Run. and ex-
tending to the Fills r—Likewise the vaecant ground west of the
Falls, which is made up of old and rotten arks, spars and plan's :
And still another piece of vacnn:lt;round on the north side of Buuk
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street, lying between that street and William Robinson’s house, eal-
led Miltenberger’s lot, as also the lot on the opposite side of Har-
ford Run—Each of these spots of ground have upon them, small
ponds of stagnant water, some of which were se poisonous, a few
weeks sinee, as to kill the ducks aud geese, which were aceustom-
ed to use them.

12. The Committce are fearful that the condition of the Basin
itself may hecome stagnant, and finally be so impregnated with

ernicious materials, as to affect the general healt of the City—

hat the eondition of the ground within the bend of the original
shore, and the new cross way leading from Fell’s Point, has had
its influence in injuring the health of the present season, they feel
very confident.

Not to be further tedious in the defail of evils, they must ask the
liberty to add, that it is not to be expeeted, that all these nnisances
and all these bad grounds, are to be removed and corrected at once,
or in even this year, now so far advanced. The District Medical
Society, and their Committee regret, that there is a disposition
during the continuance of health, to forget ealamity, and post-
pone the performanee of labours so neeessary for future preserva-
tion. And they think it their duty to strengthen the motives,
which are at this moment, urging every good eitizen to contribute
his mite towards the preservation of the health and lives of him-
self and fellow men.

By way of conclusion, the Committee would respeetfully sug-

est to the Mayvor and City Couneil, the propriety of passing an

rdinance, prohibiting the practice, so oFten adopted by indivi-
duals, of burrying the dead by night, elandestinely.*

This practice; has eontributed more than any other single eir-
eumstance, to earry terror into the surrounding eountry : And in-
dependent of the exagigeraled rumours to which it inevitably gives
rise, it may too readily be perverted, to cover the worst of ¢rimes
and conceal them from detection and justice.

SAMUEL K. JENNINGS,
NATHANIEL POTTER,
SAMUEL B. MARTIN..

13

* It is believed the Committes were misinfarmed on this part of the sub-
ject at least ! .

e M. D).

,

June 2d, 1820.
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BALTIMORE HOSPITAL, Sept. 14, 1819,

To the Mayor and Board of flealth, of the City of Baltimore.
- REPORT of Malignant cases admitfed into the Hospital

during the last seven days ending Monday evening.

Fuespar Seplember Tth,—s.
Mary Treland, admitted 3d day of disease~recovered.

Susan Blackmore, 5th ditto ditto
John Jackson 2d ditto ditto
John Burns 3d ditto ditto
John Thompson ath  ditto

*William Blackmore  8d ditto died 4th.
*Samuel Burns ath  ditte died 6th,
Anthony Newton 3d ditto died sth.

Tnvrsoar September 9th—1.
Edward Colgan, admitted 1st day of disease—died sth.

Frivar September 10th—4.
Sylvester Walter, admitted 2d day of disease—cured.

Mary Van Ladin, 1st ditto
Martin Hewers 2d ditto died sth.
John Handford ath ditto died 6th.

Savornar September 11th—2.

Daniel Patterson, admitted 4th day of disease. _
Franees Jones 1st ditto cnm‘aescinga

Svunnar September 42th—s.
Stephen Fulford, admitted 1st day of disease.

Mrs: Holt 24 ditto
Anun Small ad ditto
*James Carden ad ditto  died same day.
*Fanny Cobbin Yth ditto  deid sth day.
*Charles Reed oth dittoe  died same day.

Monpar September 13th—1.
Eliza Easler, admitted 1st day of disease.

22 admitted, 5 of which were then in articulo mortis marked *.
Deaths of total, 9.
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1 have been induced Gentlemen, to lay before you this statement,
uence of several malicions persons, having circulated re-

in con
ports highly ityurious to the charaeter of this Institution : reports
totally anfounded. ;

Many of the above eases were immediately from Fell’s Point,
where attended by Physicians until they thought* them expiring.

That every attention is pa’id to them whilst here, T refer to se-
veral respectable physicians.
R. E. DORSEY,
Residing Physician.

+

* will n;tear, strange that Dr. Dodt:?eyndsheuld attempt to pry into the
thoughts of Plysicians with a view to the Huspitaﬁ Wherever com-
wn&a sense abn_x; such illiberal imug&n.tkom cannot fuil to recoil on their
author. : -

One of the Physicians of Fell's Paint,

Qffice of the Board of Health, September 20th, 1819,

L4

N R ———
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PORT OF BALTIMORE, 25th Aug. 1819,

THE Brig Peter Arnold, Little, from Havana, arrived here
yesterday at 41 A, M« with Sugar and ninety-nine Bags of Coffee.
The Coffee appears on examination to be in good order.

On enquiry found one man whoe had a considerable degree of
Fever. Uhe Captain reports that he was taken with it on the day
he sailed, has had neither yomiting or purging, except what was
oceasioned by the medicine he gave him.—On examining him to
day, his fever is not inereased, and he appears but little debilitat-
ed. I will send him to the Hospital this day—The vessel is this
day ten days from Havana.

WILLIAM STEWART, Health Officer.
The Mayor and Board of Health. -

e (D ———

The above is the only attempt which has been made ta account
for the late Epidemie by Importation ; and as the Fever has been
shown fo have existed previous to the date of this arrival the case
is plainly against contagionists in ifs result.

5 M. D,
Mayor’s Office, 3d September,
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BALTIMORE, Octeber 20th, 1819.

SIR,

IN compliance with yoor late request, T have the mortifica-
tion to confess that I know no medicine that ean effectually eure
the Yellow Fever, all the resources afforded by Materia Medica
have, 1 believe, hee_u tried by the mest skilful Physicians who,
hke others of an inferior merit, have very often heen disappointed
in this expectation. Temperance, a regular and rational mode of
living, by invigorating the system, will help the action of medi-
cii:en; a-ndi_f under such a eircumstanee, & man is attacked with
the prevailing Epidemie, all means may prove useful in the hands
of a prudent and experienced physician.

' I have the honour to be
Your most humble servant,

PETER CHATARD.
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FELL’S POINT, BALTIMORE, 20th Qctober, 1819.

To Epwarp JouNson, Iéﬁ
SIR,

IN compliance with your request, I transmit to you a
detail of the treatment of cases of the prevailing disease. By these
cases you will be better enabled to form a correet idea of the ad-
vantages of prompt medieal aid, than by my opinion on the sub-
jeet. :

On Friday the 1¥th of August, 1819, at 10 o’clock, A. M. I
was called upon to administer medical aid to J. D. a man of twen-
ty-one years of age, who reported, that a short time previous to
my visit he had been seized with sensations of coldness, langour,
lassitude, &ec, which symptoms were soon suceeeded by severe
pains of the head and back—by oppression or weight about the
stomach, and by thirst and heat. His pulse were now found fre-
quent, but depressed—The skin exceeding hot and dry—'The face

ale—The eyes red and shining—The tongue somewhat foul.
Ee was anxions and restless—and upon tEe whole, the case
exhibited all the usual signs or first symptoms of the Yellow
Fever, as it now prevails. This being apparent, the only safe
treatment was esteemed to be the most prompt and decissive.
Bleeding was therefore proposed as a first and rer‘araftory mean
to the operation of medicine, as well as to uni’uﬂl the eirculation.
This measure, was consented to, with considerahle hesitation, on
the parts of the patient and his parents. But the operation was
erformed—Thirty ounces of blood were drawn at a bleeding.
hile the blood flowed the pulse rose, or, in other words, the eir-
eulation beeame so far disencumbered as to play with more free-
dom. ‘The redness of the eyes passed off. 1 then administered
three calomel pills, of twelve grains each, as a purgative—direet-
ed a warm (ea of the eupatorium perfoliatum, (or Eane sety) to be
drank freely. The feet to bathed in warm water, and some other
warm external means, caleulated to excite perspiration, to be ap-
plied, and left the patient.

On returning at 5 o’clock, P. M. T found that the patient’s me-
dicines had not operated—neither had perspiration been excited.

'll‘ha symptoms of disease had now inereased considerably in vio-
ence.

Six grains of tartar were now dissolved in a cup of bone sef tea
and administered—The tea was given in large quantities alone,
by way of working off the emetie.
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At 9 o’clock, T visited him again. This medieine had not ope«
rated, It now became my duty to preseribe medicine for him dur-
ing the night. ‘Taking into view the desperate nafure of the ease,
and recollecting the obstinate econstipation of the bowels, in simi-
lar cases, 1 preseribed, 1st, three ounces of salts und ten grains
of tarter emetie, to be dissolved in warm water, and one sixth of
the solution to be given every hour until the bowels were well eva-
euated. 2d, Thirty six }irams of ealomel, to be given in doses of
six grains each, every four hours after the salts &e. operated.
Buat if it so happened that no evacuation eould be procured. other
wise the whole of the calomel to be given at once. 3d, ‘The bone
set flea to be continued. 4th, The warm bath and injections to be
used.

sth, At 10 o’clock, A. M. visited, and was informed, that, he
had taken all the medicine and submitted to all the means direet-
ed, on the preceding evening —that he had not vomited any—that
his bowels had been evacuated freely E;whnrt't'ime previous (o this
visit—that the stools were black, and that the Fever had grew
higher and raged more vehemently all night. The pulse were
now one hundred and ten, bold, strong, and full; the fuce Horid,
the eyes red and glossy, the tongue and skin dry. In short, most
of the symptoms appeared greatly agsravated 5 yet the patient on
being askeﬁ how he felt? said, “sinee the operation of the me-
dicine 1 feel a little better.”

Four doses of pulv. antim. each eight grains, were now preserib-
ed—one dose to be given every four hours. ‘The tea te be eonti-
nued,

At 6 o’clock, . M. He seemed better 3 the howels had been well
evacuated, the passages still hlack. He now complained of sick

stomach.  His skin felt solt but not moist—His Fever had abated.

The black snake root tea was now added fo the bone set iea,
and external means again direeted for opening the skin a.d exciting
perspiration. A saline mixture was also preseribed. This was
composed of vol. sal. ammon. and sal, sode dissolved in water and
some Spiril. nitri. dulc. added. ‘I'his mixture to be taken in vege-
table aeid, a table spoonful at a dose, while effervessing.

1oth, At 10 o’clock, A. M. He was much better, he had rested
wel!, and perspired freely during the night, yet the stools were as
dark as usual.

Six doses of calomel and pulv, antim. of each four grains, were
now prescribed, one to be taken every six hours. The other medi-
cines to be continued.

A ———— -
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2oth, I found that he had discharged freely of black matter from
the bowels during the last night. He now felt himself moch bet-
ter. The pulse indicated weakness. The snake root tea was con-
tinued, and chicken water ordered for nourishment.

21st, He was convaleseing and anxions to cat—This he was
cautioned agaiust and advised to drink soup, gruel, sago and por~
ter sangoree,

23d, This patient was well. In six days subsequently he re-
sumed his usual avocation.

e S T——

Monday 23d August. 1819, T was sent for at 10 o’clock, A. M.
and visited J. B. an apgrentiee boy, of fourteen years of age, who
had worked on the south east corner of Fell’s Point. He had been
seized with a chill, about an hour previous to my visit, and was
still shivering—complained of thirst, pain in the head and back—
seemed anxious and restless, and threw himself from side to side
on the bed. He was ordered to lie still—to cover himself up warm,
to drink herb tea, and to have his feet bathed in warm water.
At the same time I preseribed twenty grains of calomel as a pur-
gative, and retired from the patient.

At 2 o’eloek, P. M. Visited again, and found that his medicine
had not operated, and that he laboured under a considerable degree
of Fever. [ bound up his arm and drew from it thirly ounces of
bloed, [He fainted.] 1 wow administered twenty grains more
of calomel—directed the herb tea to be continued, and left the
patient.

Six o’cloek, P. M. Visited him. His medicine had not operated,
his Fever had increased, his eyes were now red, his tongue dry,
his skin hot ; he complained of pain, breathed with labour, sighed
often, &e. 1 administered two ounces of glaubers salts, and re.
tired.

At 10 o’clock, same evening, this afflicted boy’s medicine had
purged him copiously. His evacuations were dark, and (as he
said) scalded him when discharging. He felt better—seemed
ealm, and inclined to sleep. The Fever had abated—the skin
was moist and less hot.

24th, At 10 A. M. Found him elear of Fever, and most other
symptoms of disease. On asking him hew he felt, he smiled
and said he was well. His medicines had continued to operate,
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The evacoations had now changed and become natural in their
colomr. His tongue was moist—his gums swelled, red, and ten-
der. He wanted o eal.

He was directed to keep his bed and enconrage perspiration,
by drinking largely of luke warm elder flower (ea, with lemmon
acid and sugar in ity and (o take a teaspoonful of the carbonate
of magnesia, every four hours. T'o eat nothing: but to drink
ehicken water for nourishment.

26th, 1 visited this patient and found him convalescing rapidly.
Directed the same means to be continued,

27th, I found him well, and discharged him from my care.
iy L E—

Vriday, 27th Augost, 1819, Having been sent for I visited D.
M. a young man of seventeen years of age. 1 found that he had
been seized while at work, with sensations of coldness, which were
soon suceeeded by a general soreness of the flesh, and by pains in
the head and back His face was now flushed and swollen—His
eyes red and shining—his pulse at the wrist scareely pereeptible—
his skin hot and dry.  The heart was now throbbing so as to be per-
ceived weross the room.  The action of the carotid arteries, amﬁ:-
deed of all the Inrge arteries was astonishingly great. Beingaware
that the want of pulse at the wrist was owing to suffocated and
excessive excilemen(, and not to absence of Fever, (in other words
that his pulse were depressed) 1 tied up his arm, with a view of
giving more ranm for action, by abstracting blood, and lessenin
the volume of it in the system. The vein would not rise nor ﬁl'i;.
1t was opened however, and by working and rubbing the hand and
arm | sueeeeded in drawing only six onnees of blood. 1 now had
the patient rubbed all over in warm vinegar—His feet bathed in
warm water, and bottles of warm water put about him in bed.
Administered 1o him six grains of tarlar emetie and twenty of ea-
Tomel, in syrup, at ovce, and directed warm water to be drank
when the medicine began (o vomit. 1 retired.

In two hours 1 refurned, and found that my patient had not
vomited—that his pulse were mueh more distinet at the wrist—
that the skin was still hot and dry. I now tied up the arm and
drew away thirly onnees of blood, and administered at a dose
twenty grains of calomel and ten of tarter emetie, to be worked
oft in the sume way the first dose was to have been worked off. 1
left him. ‘
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At 10 P. M. I visited him again. On entering his room I was
met by his mother, who exelaimed, « 0k ! Ductor you have kil-
led my son !!” « He has been puking for six hours, and his me-
dicine has turned down upon his bowels and puraed him almost to
death.”  « g—7=There he lies as pale and ns w?tife as sugar, and
not able to speak or move.” 1 approached the bed, and found
him in the act of vamiting and unable to raise his head off his pil-
low. 1 felt his pulse and found they were very feelile hut regurar
His skin was dry ; he had vomited a great quantity of bile of a dark
eolory during the fast four hours of his vomiting. His alvine eva-
cuations had been copious nnd of a deep black eolor.

I presecihed the usual saline mixture; to be taken in lemon aeid.
Balm tea to he used during the night for drivk, admonished his
mother to be quict and attend to her son ; that he was in a good
way, notwithstanding all her apprehensions.

Saturday 28th, T visited this young man at 8 o’clock in the
morning. His mother now reported that ¢ he seemed a great deal
better,” hut % that he stole a mareh on her last night, a few hours
after 1 left him, and got to a bueket of eold water and drank "1ill
he was satisfied, and then went to bed and eovered himself up
warm, anil got info so great a sweat that it has run through the
hed ; and now his Fever and pain have left him, and he wants (o
eat, and seems quite well !*?

It appeared that the attention of his affectionafe mother was
ealled to some more of the family who were sick ; that the eooling
saline draught had been omitted, and that the patient’s great
thirst had induced him to drink water in large quantities, But
this water was tar from beinz eold, having been standing for a
part of the day and the first part of the night ia & room, where
there was an aceumulation of heat above the extreme heat of the
weather, it was in Fact warm water—much warmer than 1 spme-
times recommended my patients in this Fever.

Ilis symptoms had now in reality heeome favourable. The only
unfavourahle symplom present was that of the strong disposition
to eal—If his appetite had been indulged in eating, as it had heen
in drinking, the scene wonld soon have ehanged. The redness of
the eyes had now passed ofi—the tongue was more moist, but foul
~The pulse beat regular and soft.

I now preseribed the spiritus mindereri, with sweet spirits of
nitre added to it; black snake root tea for drink ; admonished the
patient to take no nourishment exeept a little weak chicken water

without seasoning, and retired,
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At 10 o’clock in the evening I visited him again, and found that
he had not had an exacerbation of Fever: his pulse were less than
one hundred, his countenance was good. his skin was soft, eool,
and moist. On enquiring how he felt, he answered that he was
¢ easy and comfortable.”” 1 directed the same medicive and drink
1o be continued.

20th. | visited him at 10 o’clock, A. M. His bowels were now
coustipated, but all his symptoms of disease had greatly lessened
in violenece.

I directed him to take two ounces of salis, and drink chicken
water and thin gruel,

At 6 P. M. This young man dressed himself, deserted his
abode and road out to the eountry in a eoach three miles—In go-
ing out he ealled at my office : 1 furnished him with some magne-
sia, and directed him to keep his bowels regular, by taking small
and repeated doses of it—to nurse himsell, and use no solid food
for several days. '

Friday 30 September, the father of this patient reported that
he had recovered.

S—) i T—

Fell’s Point, 6th September, I was sent for to visit and preseribe
for Mrs, C s @ poor widow, who had refired from her home
on the Point, with several small children, and rented a house
at the upper end of the town, but finding her means likely fo be
exhausted, she very soan returned (o the %oim. again, (as she said)
to be useful to the afilicted, while she obtained the means of sub.
sisting her children by her industry and eeonomy, which she could
wot do in the strange place she had left in town. At the time I
heard this tale it wonld have been useless for me to urge upon this
woman, on her own account, the advantages which the encamp-
ment held ont, for she was alread ultacEed; but it hecame my
duty to urge the removal of her ohi{dreu to this place, with a view
to save their lives if' possible. Aneordinwig 1 Eropasenl having

e o

them sent there without delay. To this " jected in strong

terms, saying she had rather bury them. Nor eould I avail my-
self of any language that would induee her to accept of this eharit-
able exile, so stroug were her prejudices against it

By the report of this unfortunate and misguided woman, I learn-
ed respeeting her disease, that she was seized about three hours
previous to my visit, with a cold chill, pains in the back and
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head, but & mueh more excrutiating pain in the stomach, which
she deseribed as resembling an attaek of the bilious cholie, with
which she had been afflicted in June. She had great nausea at
the stomach, and frequently retched to vomit but did not raise
any thing. Her eyes were red and shining, her fuce swollen and
of a dark red colour approaching to purple, her skin was hot and
dry about the body am])heml, Lut on the extremities it was cool
and dry. The action of the heart and great arteries was exeessive.
They could be seen to throb by the bystanders. At the wrist the
pulse were depressed and indistinet. ‘The breathing was labori-
ous—the thirst unquenchable. The patient complained greatly of
an insupportable weight on the breast. She sighed deep and fre-
quently.  In short the whole rounds of the first symptoms of this
case shewed the livery of the prevailing fever, in its most aggra-
vated form.

1 preseribed for her after the following manner, viz. first,
bleeding. To this she ohjected and eould not be prevailed on
to submit to it. Second, an emetic composed of tartarised an-
timony and ipecacuanha—this 1 administered, and ordered it to be
worked off with camomile tea. Third, three ealomel pills, each
ten grains, one to be taken as sonn as the emetie ceased operat-
ing, and the remaining two to be taken at intervals of four hours.
The pills to be worked off with barley water, and retired,

Yth, On visiting this patient I found her situafion not much
changed. The emetie had operated freely, but no bile had been
discharged, the calomel had not operated sufficiently. The pulse
were now distinet at the wrist. Thef were frequent and soft. I'he
tongue was white on the edges; and had a brown strake in the cen-
tre. 1 prescribed three ounces of salts and repeated the calomel.
The salts to be taken at once, and the calomel as before, 1f the
bowels were not evacuated freely in four hours, purgative glisters
to be used and repeated frequently.

8th, At 10 o’clock, A. M. Found the rulse soft, frequent and in-
termitting—The skin dry and hot—The eyes dull and heavy—
The countenance bad, and the tongue dry and brown. On enquir-
ing of the patient how she felt, sﬁe replied, * that she felt much
better, the medieine had operated largely, had relieved her of an
immense load of black bile, and had carried off most of her pain.
She was thirsty, but much more eomfortable than usual.” On
turning round I now beheld (for the first time,) an old lady ad-
vaneing towards me, and addressing me in broken English, saying,
% ghe had eame last night to nurse this poor woman, and had been
up with her all night.” She assured me that the patient had,
had twelve larze evacuations in the night, of a substance resembl-
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ing black mud; that she had passed a had night, but had slept
gound from day light to this time. While I was conversing with
this nurse the patient fell a sleep,

1 preseribed six powders of calomel, each five grains, one to he
taken every six hours.  And a solution of vol. sal. ammon. and
sal. sadee, with a little spirits of nitre added, (to be taken in ve-

etahle aeid, in an effervessing state, every two hours.) Elder

ower tea to be nsed for drink. 1 also direeted a tub of warm
waler to he set in the bed, the patient to lie on the back, to draw
1‘1" the feet and put them in the warm water while she (hus lay.

he tub and patient to be well eovered aver with the bed ¢lothes—
warm water to be added frequently, and the feet to he kept in it
until Herapiratinn was exeited,  The tub of warm water to be re-
moved then and hottles of warm water to be placed in the bed all
around the patient—a bed pan to be used if she had oceasion to
stool. I now left the patient.

In the evening I refurned and found the skin cool and moist—
the pulse improved—the patient sleeping.

1 directed the same means fo he used during the night, in such a
way as to Keep up perspication, and retired.

oth, At 10 oclock, A. M, She was entirely elear of Fever—
the pulse ninety, regular, and firm. She now began to look yel-
fow, and eomplained of pausen at the stomach and said, «the
acid wiich she was taking scalded her throat”—The tongue was
moist and of a deep brown colour,

On laying the hand on the stomach, the patient eomplained of
greatsoreness. 1 now discontinued the medicines preseribed on the
preceeding day, and preseribed a decoction of senna and salts—
A wine glass full to be taken every hour until the bowels were
well evaenated. (The bed pan to be used.) A large hlisterin
plaste&' to be laid over the stomach—Carrot tea to be drank,
retired.

At 10 o’clock, P. M. returned. The purgative had aeted well—
The stools were black—"The patient felt the action of the blister-
ing plaster and was less distressed in the stomach—"The pulse
as before.

I now preseribed the earbonate of magnesia, to be fuken in
small doses throngh the night—the drink to be continued, and left
her for the night in charge of the good old nurse.

10th, At 10 o’clock, A. M. 1 visited her. She was now exces-
sively sick at the stomach, retching frequently, and oecasion-
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ally raising a small lump of dark watter resembling clots of
blood. On asking her how she was, she said, that all her misery
had left her exeept the sick stomach and sore throat. T'he throut
she insisted must be * sealded with the hot sour steam which ruse
into it from the stomaeh.” T'he countennnee was now bad—the
eyes dim and yellow—the skin dry aod of a deep yellow—1he
tongue had a dark brown and dry appearanee—he respiration
was laborious—the pulse were one handred, regulue and strong,
There was more lirmuoess in them than usual at this enitieal pe-
riod of disease.

The patient was anxious and restless. She expected to die and
felt great concern for » Ler poor chilaren.”

1 directed the magnesia to be given in new milk, and the wilk
to be drank in large quaniities. I also directed a lurge bag of
boiled Irish potatoes to be laid woder the back of the patient as
warm as she could bear them—the feet to be bathed as betore, bot-
tles of warm water to be laid about her, and retired.

In four hours I returned again and found that my patient had
thrown up aboat & piat of the usual coflee sround like black vomit.
Her pulse were somewhat sunk bat still better thaun usual in such
cases. | now preseribed lime water. And directed a wine glass
full of it to be taken in the same quantity of wew milk, every
hour, 'I'he magnesia; and the new milk, for drink, to be eonti-
nued,

At 9 P. M. I feund her still vomiting black matter. The nurse
had saved (and showed me) about a quart of it.  ‘T'he pulse were
now sunk considerably, and the fatal scene to all appearance
speedily approaching, ‘U'he head hot, the extremities cold.,

The skin had but recently beeame moist although the warm
applications had been faithfully applied.

I directed the same means to be continued and in addition there-
to ordered mustard and vinegar to be applied to the extremities
and a plaster of the same artieles to be luid oyer the stomach, on
the place where the flies had drawn blisters. This to be eonti-
nued on her four hours. T'o be dressed as usuval.

11th, She was bhetter. The pulse were now much improved.
The black vomit had continued nearly all mght, but had now en-
tirely subsided.

The magnesia had operated three times—the stools were hlack.
1 direeted the blister te be dressed with eahbage Jeaves—The lime
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water and the milk to be continued. Carrot fea to be added to the
wilk for drink. ¥

At 46 P. M. She vomited black again. The pulse were now
one hundred and twenty, and feeble—"The skin hot and dry, The
patient complained of pain in the bowels. In addition to the
means above named T now added one and an half ounces of easter
oil. 'The persiration to be renewed if possible by warm applica-
tions and drink.

12th, At 8 o’clock, A. M. She seemed much better. The
vomitting of black matter had ceased agnin (1 was informed) at
12 o’clock at night, and had not since returned. (‘The stomach
was still irritable.) The eastor oil had operated four times—the
two first evacuations were of a dark eolour, the last of a patural
appearance. The tongue was now nearly clean—ithe skin moist—
the pulse regular and one hundred and ten per minute. ‘Che pa-
tient had great thirst, the lime water, new milk and earrot tea
were coutinued.

At 10 P. M. This patient was still better,

The same means were continued with as great regularity as pos-
sible.

15th. 10 o'cloek, A. M. Shke was not so well; the eyes and
skin were uncommonly yellow. The patient very weak. She
sighed often—but was not sick at the stomach. Her throat was
sover than it had been for the two preceding days. The tongue
elear—the pulse one hundred and twenty and feeble—skin dry—
the evacuations natural. I now discontinued the lime water, and
dirceted black snake root tea and a little ehicken water to be used,
and if the stomach became sick, a tea spoonful of prepared chalk
w be taken in white sugar and water.

At 8 . M. The symptoms in this ease were not worse than in
the morning. But the snake root tea had been rejected by the
stomaeh, and some binek Hakes had bheen seen floating in the Ruid
which had been vomited,

I discontinued the snake root tea and chicken water, and resum-
ed the lime water,* new milk and earrot tea again.

*This patient took in all eight pounds of lime water, a great share of
which was vomited up. But its effects were good even when rejected by
the stomach.

e N~ ——
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44th, The case was still doubtful, yet the symptoms had mo~
derated somewhat sinee last night. The skin was moist.  The
stomach settled—The stools of a natural appearance. The pati-
ent now complained of pain in the back. “T'he urine was black
and voided with great pain. The breath had a cadaverous smell.
The eyes and skin not changed in color. The countenance was
more cheerful and bright,

I now directed a tea spoonful of spirits of nitre, to be given in
her drink, every four hours. An ounee of eastor oil to be given
at once, the stomach to be tried with a litile weak wine whey.
The lime water to be continued. .

15th, T was unable to visit this patient myself, but my medis
eal friend attended her, and he reported, that  she eontinued bet-
ter,” ¢ The skin moist, pulse regular, tongue elear. eyes and skin
very yellow.” She was now direeted ¢ to take light nourishment
frequently.”

16th, She had not vomitted since T last visited her. Her urine
had now ehanged from a black to a red color. The howels wera
slow, the skin again dry—The tongue foul. The eyes had grown
more yellow. She sighed often. Had ealled for nourishment fre-
quently during the night and this morning, and very improperly
ate a peach. She retained nothing on her stomach.  On examin-
ing the right side and pressing it with the hand she complained of
great pain—The side felt hard and seemed enlarged about the re-
gion of the liver. '

I preseribed cathartic pills composed of rhubarb and castile
soap—to be taken at intervals of six hours, in sufficient q;mnlitics,
to operate moderately. Fluid nourishment to be taken freely.

17, This case had not changed materially. The bile, &e. con-
tinued.

18, More doubtful—The pulse one hundred and regular—pills
to be continued.

49th, The skin was still more yellow, the pulse regular, ninety
per minute, tongue moist hut foul. The pills had operated—ute-
rine hemorrhage, and hiceup had now come on, The pills, &e.
. were continued.

20th, ‘The hiceup had ceased—the patient had drank chicken
water with advantage but could retain nothing sobid in the stomieh
since yesterday—ithe yellowness of the skin still very great—The
soreness in the side not lessened. 'T'he hemorrbage was now more
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profuse. T laid a large blister on the right side and coutinued ihe
same pills. .

‘21st, There was no material change to he discovered sinee
the preceding day. The blister had drawn well.  Pills eontinued.

w

~22d, This case did not seem much improved since my last visit.
The patient was excessively weak, and troubled with hieenp oe-
easionally, and stifl unable to fake any nourishment of a solid na-
ture. She abjected to taking any more pills. I now preseribed
the same medicine with the addition of aloes, to be taken in a fluid
state, and she agreed to take it in that way,

23d, The skin was less ﬁellow, and the patient’s pulse better,
but the stomaeh had rejected every thing that had been tried. She
was now guite weak.

I discontinued the medicine, and directed light fluid nourish-
ment.

24th, She was again (o all aﬁpeamnun. warse, spake of dying.
She showed signs of hysteria, however ¥ now got her to promise
fo take the saponacious pills again and in preparing them added
some of the gum fatida.

26th, ¥ was informed she had been labouring under hysteria
all the preceding night. She took no nourishment, nor would
she tuke her pills, 1'gave her a portion of the tineture of gum
feetida, and directed it to be repeated oceasionally until reliev-
ed of [lits.

2vth, The hysterie fits still continned—The stomach retained
nothing. The wierine hemorrhage had nearly subsided. The skin
had become less yellow. TDiveture of gum fetida continued.

‘28th, She had a good pulse, her skin become less yellow, (he
hiceup and hysterie symptoms had subsided. ‘The countenance
had improved., But the stomach was still weak and so irritable
{hat fluids could not be retained on it for & moment. I admini-
stered a scruple of ipecacuanhu as an emetic, to be worked off
with camomile tea and left the patient in the care of her children,
for the good old nurse had gone to bed sick, and the whole neigh-
bourhood wus depopulated. :

29th, The emetic had operated well, a large quantity of yellow
bile had been thrown up.  The bowels had been evacuated well,
the stools had a black eolour. On enquiring of the patient how
she felt, she replid that she was ¢ so weak that she could not turn
in bed, but her stomach was greatly relieved by the puke which
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she had taken yesterday, and she feltlike recovering.”” Her coun-
tenanee was now evidently more natural than it had been since the
attack. But 1 found the stomach to be very irritable. 1 directed
her to drink new milk and barley water, and to take nothing
stronger until I visited her again.

?ﬁ)lh, 1 found her propped up in bed and every thing going on
well. i

Octaber tst, she was still doing well, T allowed her a little cho«
colate at her own request.

2d, She was slill improving, she bad been sitting up on a
chair in the morning for the first time sinee the 6th ult.

3d, The patient was able to walk across the roam, and begged
for something to eat; I allowed her light nourishment.

4th. She was not so well, the stomach had rejected every article
of diet that she had tried ; she was low spirited and costive, her
skin much less yellow. I ordered the pills composed of aloes,
sonp and feetida, to be resumed.

5th. She was not so well. Had not been able to rise out of bed
since my last visit. The pills to be continaed,

6thy She was less yellow but ecomplained of great weakness and
nausea at the stomach—no Fever, pulse 80, regular, but feeble,

wth, I found that the pills had operated freely. The stools
were dark in the beginning of the operation but had become natu-
ral. ‘Uhe patient was much better.

sth, She was still better.
ath, Convalescing.

1oth, Able to walk about the room again, but unable to eat any
thing. Bo irritable was the stwmach,

11th, I adyised Lier to take lime water and sweet oil twice a
day until the stomach regained its strength,

20th, T found her engaged at work, The stomach much strong-
er~—her generul strength, improving.

The yellowness of skin had now entirely subsided and the
patient had the appearance of good health; 1 discharged her

cured,
f‘ y M D.‘!!
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A CASE OF YELLOW FEVER,

Taken from Memoranda written at the Bed side of
the Patient, from hour to hour as it progressed, to
. ils fatal termination.

Dr. M. D. C. aged 23 years, a young man of good eon-
stitution—moral habits—intelligent mind, industrious, persevering,
eonrageous, a native of the north of Ireland, but lately from the
West Indies, had been for three weeks acting on the Point 25 an
assistant in the Drs. C.% office—was attacked, with the Fever pre-
vailing there, in the night, between the 7th and 8th of September
4819. He first complained of pain in his stomach and bowel's,
which was soon afler followed by a high fever with great pain in
his head and back.

Wednesday six o’clock . M. visited by Dr. C. who found his
ulse quick (120) full and tense—skin dry and hot—eyes red and
aflamed—pain in his head very great.

Bleeding was proposed to him: he refused to submit to the ope-
ration alledging that his illness was not the prevailing Fever but
an attack of cholie. Half a dram of calomel was administered
and he was advised to continue for his drink a solution of cream
of tartar and molasses, of which he had drank freely during the
night.

Twelve o’clock visited by Dr. C. and three other physicians.
This medicine had not operated—ithe symptoms of disease had in-
creased in violence,

The patient now consented to be bled. Sixteen ounces of blood
were taken; but its flow was with less foree than usual—ihe ful-
mess of the veins did not appear to correspond with the strong
arterial action then present. After the bleeding another half a
dram of ealomel was administered, and ordered to be repeated in
Four hours (if this and the first did not operate) acid and diluted
drink directed to be usedfreely.

Four o'clack P. M.—One dram of calomel has been taken
without producing any other effeet than a little nausea at his sto-
mach. No abatement but rather an inerease of unfaverable sym-
toms. Twenty gruins of calomel were now given, and it having been
decided as most adviseable to remove him out of the infected at-
mosphere where he lay—Three offers were made to him, and it
was left to himself to choose, whether he would enter the general
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Hospital, which was open for persons affected with Yellow Fe-
ver—or aceept of an invitation and take a room in a private
house, situated in a pleasant part of the City: or otherwise allow
himself to be removed into the country, eight miles distant. He
prefered, and was highly gratified with this last offer, particularly
as he was informed he could have the privilege of a large barn fo
lay in, where he could be soothed with a free and eool current of
pure air, and he provided with every necessary attendance. He
got up and dressed himself immediately, and as soon as a carria
could be provided, filled up with hay, and a matrass fixed in it,
he was removed to the barn, where he arrived ahout seven o’clock,
and felt himself mueh refreshed, and in no way fatigued by his
journey, of eight miles, over a roughly paved turnpike road.

Eight o’clock P. M. Visited by Drs. A. C.and J. 5. who found
that his medieine had not operated, and that there was no abatement
of his disease. pulse 116—Full and tense—Skin very dry and burn-
ing-hot—Head-ach very great—Eyes brilliant and red—Complains
of the state of his stomach and of nausea from the calomel—
restles, auxious, often turning over in haste from side to side in
his bed; thirsty, the most free draughts of solution of eream tartar
and eool water afford no relief, tongue whitish and furred, hut not
foul ; mind composed, not delirious, judgment sound and deliber-
ate: thinks himself worse, than he was in either of two attacks
of Yellow Fever, which he had already experienced this summer
in the West Indies; oune on shore and another on hoard of a ship,
where he attributed his cure chiefly to the aftusion of cold water,
which he had thrown over him repeatedly by buckets full, and
which he says quickly assuaged ; and he believes controled and
eured his Fever—\When spoken to he appears to be rather in good
spirits, and although he considers himself in great danger, he is
by uo means disheartened—hopes to recover again and is willing
and ready to make every exertion in his power to overcome and
subdue his disease. Opened a vein in each arm, but eould not ob-
tain more than six or eight ounces of blood—administered twenty
grains more of calomel, and directed six grains of tartar emetie
and two ounces of glanber salts to be dissnlved in six cups full of
warm water, one cup full of which was to be taken every two hours
until his stomach and bowels should be freely evacuated—This
medicine was very disagreeable to him—the first portion oceasion-
ed some vomiting, and he threw up a quantity of greenish colored
bilious matter, whieh he informed had no other taste than the mix..
ture which he had just swallowed.

Twelve P. M. Repeated the emetic mixture and salis—stomach
more retentive—had taken freely of two milk wheys, vinegar whey,
and solution of cream tartar—Ordered one dram of caleimed mag-
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nesia in & tumbler of water, and allowed the eool and diluent drink
to be continued,

Thursday 9th September, Six 4. M. Soon after taking the mag-
nesia, his medicine began to operate, and he has continued to pass
every hall hour, freely and without pain, very eopious discharges
of durk colored and extremely feetid hilious matter from the bow-
els—during intervals,between these passages he has generally slept
eomposed—He is very sensible of the operation of his medicine (to
the calls of which he is always atlentive) and rises quickly out of
his bed without uny aid.  For the last six hours there appears to
be some abatement of his Fever, but not sufficient to justify its be-
ing considered a distinet remission of his disease.

Twelve A. M. During the whole of this morning his medieine
has continned to act frecly on his bowels, without produeing any
change whatever in the appearance of his passages, which are yet
as blaclk, copious and offensive as during the uigﬁ.

His countenanee is more dull and heavy, his eyes drowsy, red
and glaring—pulse yet full but slower, not exceeding ove hundred.
He expresses his astonishment at the great quantity of offensive
matter whieh he has discharged from his bowels, without appear-
anee of its deerease.  Gave a small dose of ealomel, aud directed
a free continuance of the whey, and chicken water which has been
using for a few days past, He is very anxious to try the affusion
of cold water,

Four P. M. The application of eold water thrown over him ap-
ears to have a salutary and agreeuble effeet—But the evolness of
is skin whieh it produces, is of very short duration. He gets

out of bed and has huekets full of very eald water poured over
him, every fifteen or twenty minutes. ‘I'be evacuations from his
Lowels eontinue as usnal—frequent, eopious and fetid—pulse full
and strong, one hundred and ten, heat of his forehead very great,
cyes continued inflamed, and his head aches very violently—
tongue more foul, oceasionally is found dry and brown in the cen-
tre, but whitish, moist and furred on the edges—does not complain
of any pain in Lis back or limbs, drinks freely aud with a reten-

tive stomach,

Seven P. M. Fever encreasing—more restless, more inelined to
stupor—pulse more full and tense, skin very hot and dry. A vein
was opened, but not more than two ounees of blood eould be drawn.
‘I'he arteries appear full, but the veins will not rise, nor bleed
when opened except by drops.

1t being now evident that his disease will terminate fatally it
some immediate change cannot be made in its course—it was de-
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termined to make, if possible, some immediate and forceable im-
pression on the stomach anl skin, for which purpese six grains of
tartar emetic were given to him, mixed in some water,

Eight P. M. Having slept ever since taking the above dose, he
was roused up and made drink in snccession four tumblers full of
warm water, before any emetie effeet could be produced-—by using
his finger to irritate the Enlata, he now excited some nansea, and
threw up the water which he had just swallowed-=but it was with-
out any foreign discoloration by bilious or other wmatters.

Ten P. M. The emetie tartar having fuiled to produee the ef-
fect desired, twenty grains of ipecacubana were given.

Tuwelve P. M. Some slight efforts to vomit have heen oecasioned
by the ipecacuanha, and there appears to be some abatement of
F{wer, ut from the general aspect of the ease there is very lit-
tle hope remaining that any favourable change can be produced
by medieine.

Friday, 10th September, Siz Jd. M. Had several eopious dark
stools in the night, which were less feetid—pulse eighty, with di-
minished force, eyes still red, head ache eontinues, complains of
nausea at his stomach, his strength much exhausted, but he rises
without permitting any one to assist him, when he has oceasion for
the stool—gave a eup full of green mint tea, which he took, anxi-
ously expecting, that it would relieve his stomach, bul he soon
eomplained of his disappointment, and refused to fake it again,
alledging that its “volatile” properties affected his head. Gave
him in lieu of the mint tea a eup full of an infusion of the eupato-
rium perfolictim, which produced vomiting and gave him relief,
but no bile was thrown up. His thirst being great an infusion of
the red berries of the rhus coriaria was given himy, and found to
be very pleasant and suitable acid beverage. He drank of it sever-
al times, and was pleased with the change, but it ueither quench-
ed his thirst nor afforded any permanent reliel.

HNine 4. M. Every unfavorable symptom of his disease eontinu-
ing. Blisters were directed to be applied largely fo his stomach,
and on the back of his neek, and to his legs and arms.  Diluting
drink to be continued, and to use speritus mindercri, saline mix-
ture, &e. &e.

At his own request the following was prepared for him, viz.
sal. soda. and vol. sal. ammon. each one drachm, discolved in six
ounces of water ; add one drachm of vin. antim. nad two of spirit,
nit. dule. a table spoontul to be given to him in the same quantity of
lime juice every hour or two hours—of this mediane he took fre.
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quently} but objeeted to the spirit. mindereri on account of the
sulphuric acid with which he supposed, from its peculiar taste,
the vinegar had been adulterated.

WNine P, M. The blisters have oceasioned excessive pain, buf
do not draw. lu some respects he is better than he was last even-
ing : a considerable abatement of many of his most dim-essinﬁ- symp=
toms having taken place—There has been no perspiration observed
since the commencement of his disease, if we except only an oily
exwduation on his face, particnlarly on the sides of his nose, this
was several times observed, and when wiped off with the finger
left o greasy mark on the skin. "There are no spots or blotehes,
bubo’s, pustules or sores, on any part of his body. He is fully
eonvinced of his approaching fate—regrets his unhappy absence
from parents, whose remembrance occasions the filial tear to flow
over his check. But is grateful for the personal attentions of the
strangers into whose hands he has fallen pennyless and unknown.

Saturday Aith September, 1819. A new paroxysm of Fever
came on ahout (he middle ol" the night, but the powers of nature
had been previously so much exhausted that he resigned himself
in confidence to the will of his Heavenly Father, and without any
further struggle expired at ¥ A. M. Soon after death, his body be-
came very yellow—and on the same evening it was committed to the
earth, in the Reverend Dr. Glendy’s burial ground, in this City.
Thus has terminated the human existence of a young stranger
who, withont fear, but with ehristian zeal, volunteered his servi-
ces under the most dangerous eircumstances to aid the poor of
Fell’s Point, while suffering under the ravages of Yellow Fever—
His disease was not communicated to any of his attendants not-
wilhntmdinghthey were constantly by his zed side, making every
exertion in their power however ineffectual to render him that as-
sistance which he so highly merited, and which the nature of his
cuse required. x
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DAILY REPORTS,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
ROARD OF HEALTH, &

e 1T CR—

AUGUST 42th, 1819,

Commissioners met, Present, Messrs. Hynson, Owens, Berry.

Resolved, That Joseph Legard and Noah Fowler be appointed
to collect all eorrect information, from Physieians, and others,
that may assist the Board of H‘a_ailh in forming & correct opinion
with respeet to the health of the City.

Health Gffice, Baltimore, Aug. 13th, 1819,

To Doctor —— X
The Public anxiety uplillearin'g to require a Daily Report of
the Health of the City, and the attention of the Faculty hitherto
paid to the communications of this Board, induce them respect-
fully to request an answer to the following questions, and such
other information as may appear to you appropriate :

1. Have you any cases of Fever commenced within the Iast
twenty-four hours, and likely to prove dangerous ?

2. Any Deaths ?

3. Any Dangerous Fever, which eommenced previous to the
time above mentioned ?
By Ovrder,

P. REIGAR'T, Secretary.

Suzust 44th, Commissioners met: Present, Messes. Hynson,
Owens and Berry. )

Joseph Legard reports nothing new, from the Physicians, of im-
portanee, for the last twenty-four hours,

Nouh Fowler reports several eases, upon the authority of Drs.
Murphy and Martin, of Fell’s Point!!!

JAugust 16th, Joseph Legard reports nothing more than some
few cases of Bilious,

Noah Fowler reports, on the authority of Doefors [ Reese! | Mur-
phy and Martin, several new eases of Malignant Fever!
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JAugust 17th, Joseph Le zard makes the following report D
ennings, 1 new casg, Wﬁ?iam Conckey, malignant character.
Dr. H. Bond, t new case, son of Capt. Philips, malignant cha-
racter,

Jugnst 18th, Reports from thirty Physicians west of the Falls,
only one new case of any note.
~ FelP’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 3 new cases in Pift street. Dr,
Martin, 1 new case Remittant, corner of Launcaster and Market
strects.

JAugust 19th, West of the Falls, only two new cases of a Bili-
ous nalure.

Drs. Clendinen report 1 new ecase in Pitt street, Fell’s Point.

. JAugust 20th, Board met : Present, Messrs. Millemon, Hyuson and
Owens. Issued an order to J. Gitehel to receive Joseph Gelibart’s
two apprentices into the Hospital.

Nothing new west of the Falls,

Noah Fowler reports nine new eases on the Point,

August 21st, Nothing new west of the Falls.
Noah Fowler reports nothing new from the Point, the Physiei-
ans refusing o give any statement.

o * FELL'S POINT, 24th August; 1819
To Edward Fihnson, Esg. :

SIt,

. Hivixs been called upon by the board of health to furnish them
with duily reports respeeting the Yellow Feyer, which prevails Liere (as they
bave alledged) I'readily acquiesced in the first instance, and reported my
cases—Hut I did not even wish to state my opinion on the subject in direct
terms. I therefore detailed the aymeoms of such cases of disease as 1 report-
ed—gave the names and places of abode of the subjects thereof, and occa-
sionally intimated that the cases reported were of suspicious character. By
the word suspicious I had reference to something which 1 have felt and still
feel afraid is now drewing. T did not mean, that this; or that, person was
exjiected to have the Yellow Fever, but might have, some other disesse! !
This wonld have ill become any man of my profession. The Yellow Fever is
strongly characterized : the symptoms and appearunces of it muke impres-
sion on the mind of any physician who onte sees it, such as cannot be ef
faced or mistaken.

These reports were made (T thought) confidentially—for the use and guid.
ance of the Board of Health, and not for the publie eriticism***and it has been
with great surprise that I huve seen them published ; especially in the same
style as reported, and with my name attachied to them as responsible author:
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E-illugwst 23d, Joseph Legard reporﬁ; nothing vew west of the
alls.

Noah Fowler, no re;;urt except Dr. Page.
August 24th, Nothing new reported.
Mugust 2ithy Joseph Legard reparts nothing new,

PNenh-- Fowler reports two new cases by Dr. Elbert of Fell’s
oi.nto ]

ity. This has led many to believe in the extensive existence of the Yellow
Fever on Fell's Point, before it could be fairly said to have existed. When
these reports were issued, the cases which bhad occurred in this part of the
city, were entitled to no other than the name of sporadic cases.  And as spo-
radic cases they could eoncern but few persons in the community : The only
good which could be expected to result from reporting them was that of hav-
ing their cause removed. Thisindeed seas, and still izgimportant. And this would
make it the duty of every physician to report his cascs daily, no matter how
mueh his doing g0 might interfere with his privaie quvocaticms. But not feel-
ing willing to appear before the publie, in the qficial light in which I was
placed by the Board of Health, and share with them in allthe good, or evil,
which might, _or.miﬁl'!t not, grow out of & necesaazy or ynnecessary alarm ;
but above all not fin ‘ng any good likely to ream to this pluﬁhﬁ‘%ﬁ' way of
removing nuisances, and checking the Fever ; I have declined reporting cases,
to the Board of Health. I the mean while several additional cases have occurs
red, and they mierit your most eurncst attention.

The prevailing disease iz sivictly a ng:‘usm;:re'c Fover. It wears all the Bil-
lious grades from the lighest matignane down to common Autumnal Fever,

1t 13 in vain that you, will leok for the cause of it beyond seas : The cause 7s
of domestic orizin, and [suspect that itis at the very rhreshofil of our own doors
that we are to look for it successtully.

Tlhe weather is excessively hot; and it is an acknowledged fuct that in
hot seasons neglect of cleantiness will fuvar the generation of, the causes of pestis
lenceon gwgnﬂlg‘ug los envelofied in moieture and stocked swith vegetables of a
auitable Rind.  Of these we have a great ebhundance in thiz quarter.

I have already named sundry nuisances to one of the Board of Health.
He hias very cosly and perhaps’ corvectly remarked that ©similar nuisances
exist all over town 1"

" Several days have now elapsed and he has taken no measures to have
these causes of disease removed.

1 am nat so much of a skeptic Sir, as to say that the great body of ehis city
is of less importance than Fell's Point; but if this pluce were of no impor-
tance in a eommercial paint of view (which few men will say) we should have
our health and lives attended to, and pratected : as a part of the same come
munity, although we reside somewhat detached from the wealth of this city,
we have & vight to claim this much of your hands,
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Jugust 26th, Nothing of impor(ance west of the Falls. Several
Doectors state that every deseription of disease is discontinuing.

Feli's Point—Drs. Clendinen, sinee the 20th inst, 32 new eases.
Dr, Murphy, 61! Dr Martin 4 for the last 21 hours.

‘The Board of Health, in eonjunetion with the Mayor, met the
Physieians of the Point at 8, P. M. to aseertain the canse of the
prevailing disease.

& .ﬁugz&s: 27th,J. Legard reporis nothing unfavorable west of the
alls,

N. Fowler reports 7 new eases from the Poiat,

August 28th, J. Legard reports nothing mere than an}iuary
Billious eases west of the Falls.
PN. Fowler reports & cases within the last 24 hours from the
oint. : :

August 20th, Commissinners met, all present
J. Legard reports nothing unfavorable west of the Falls.

N. Fowler veports 27 new cases of malignant character,

An mﬁ_wmu&;go Sumiuel Poor to remove all vessels lying at
any wharf, from Barrow’s to Price’s wharf 200 yards in the stream.

i 30th, J. Legard reports nothing of malignant charaeter.

The following r%_wrts received from the Point—Dr. Murphy, 1.
Dr. Allender, 4. Dr. Blbert, 2. Drs. Clendinen,* 5. Dr. Mar-
tin, 7. Dr. Page, 5.—Total, 24

Something unusual is germinating here ; probably a great calamity hangs
over us. And if this disease once becomes epidemic, all your efforts 1o ex-
tinguish it Will be fruitiess, Nothing hut frost will be sufficient to stap its
proeress. Lt i§ impossible for any man to say whether or not it will become
a general disease. _

’ i

Great efforts should be made therefore, with aview to avert this evil instead
of folding your arms and abandoning us to our approaching fute** #* e x xve
¥t may soon become dangerous to perform any work, or transact any busi-
ness here. .

The lives of those who remain here either idle or employed, may be jeo.
pardized in afew days. Therelore if the Corporation hicve it in wiew to do :
thing which contemplates restoring our health; let it be done early on their
own dccount.

Yours sincerely,

e M. D

* Oliver Bond, a student of Drs. W, H. & A. Clendinen, died of the Fever
last night,
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To Christian Slimer, Esq.

You will remove, or eause to be removed, all vessels contain-
ing water-mellons, lying west of Jones® Falls.

By Order of the Board of Health. *
P. REIGART, Secretary.

Health Office, August 31st, 1819.

To Silvester Brown,

You will remove all vessels lying at any wharf, from Coun-
ty to Sugar House wharf. .
By Ovrder,
P. REIGART, Secretary.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Elbert, 4. Dr. Martin, 4, Drs, Clendinen, 9.
Dr. Allender, 3. Dr. Page, 2.
Dr. Potter, 1. Granby Street.—Total 20.

- September 1st, No new cases of malignant character, west of the
a"ﬂ-- = A 1
Fell’s Point—Doctors Clendinen, 5. Dr. Martin, 1.

Dr, Allender, 1. Queen Street, near the Cireus.—Total 7.

September 2. No new eases of malignant character west of the
Falls.

Fell’s Point—Doetor Martin, 1. Dr. Page, 1. Drs. Clendin-
en, 8, reported on the 3d inst.—Total 10,

September 3rd, No new cases of a malignant character west of
the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 3, Drs, Clendinen, 7. Dr, Page, 2.
Total 12,

September athy No new cages of & malignant character west of
the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Drs, Clendinen, 4. Dr. Murphy, 4. Dr. El-
bert, 6.

Dr. Diftenderffer, 1, Albermarl street, removed from Lanecaster
street, Fell’s Point.—"Total 15.

Drs. Allender and Martin, have gone to the country, with their
families, and no report from them for the last 24 hours.

September 5th, Joseph Legard reports the following : Dr. Hall
P Lega ll':. s 3 ’
2, contracted on the Point. Dr. Reese, 4, Mill street, near the
Jail!! Dr. Page, 1, Union street, O. ‘I'. contracted on the Point,

Fell’s Point—Dr. Allender, 3. Drs. Clendinen, 4. Dr. Mur-

phy, 10.
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Yrs. Jennings and Marrast, 4, of the same character of Fever.
whieh has commonly prevailed at Fell’s Point.—~Total 25.

September 6th, No new eases of a malignant character west of
the Falls.

Fell’s Po?nb—-[lr. Elbert 22 Dr. Allender, 3. Dr, Martin, 2.
Drs. Clendinen, 5. Dr. Murphy, 7.—Total 19,

September 7th, No new cases of a malignant character west of
the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 4. Dr. Chatard, 2. Dr. Allender,
4 Drs, Clendinen, 6.

Drs. Jennings and Marrast, 1, contracted on the Point.—To-
tal 13. ;

hS lﬁ;ber sth, No new eases of a malignant eharaeter west of*
the Falls,

Fell’s Point—Dr. Elbert, 4. Dr. Martin, 2. Dr. Allender, 3.
Drs. Clendinen, 5. Pr. Puﬁe e 4 .

Dr. Buckler, £, contracted on the Point, Market street extend-
gd.—-'l‘otq.l 16. 1

September 9th, No new cases of a malignant character reported
west of the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 1. Dr. Murphy, 8. Dr. Elbert, 2.
Dr. O’Conner, 2.-~Total 8. A

September 10th, No new eases of malignant character reported
west of the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Dr, Allender, 2. Dr. Elbert, 1. Dr, Murphy, 1.
Dr. *Conner, 3.—Total 7.

September 11th, No new cases of malignant charaeter reported
west of the Falls, with the exception of one case by Dr. Reese con-
traeted on the Point. ‘

Fell’s Poini—Dr Martin, 4. Dr Allender, 1. Dr. Clendin-
en,* 6. Dr. Murphy, 4.—~"Total 16. Dr. Elbert indisposed.t

September 12th, No new cases of malignant character reported
west of the Falls,

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 6. Dr. Allender, 2. Dr. Marphy,
6. Dr. OConner, 4.

*Dr. M. D. Clark, a native of Trcland, who had lately been employed by
the Drs. C. as an assistunt, died of the Fever this morning,

1 He left the City about this time, and remained away, with hia family,
during the Fever.
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. Dr. Reese, 1, M’Eldery street, contracted at Sinners’ Hotel,
Fell’s Point.—Total 18.

.
September 131h, No new cases of malignant character west of
the Falls, with the exception of one case by Dr. Alexander, Mar-
ket street extended, coutcacted on the Point.
Fell’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 22. Dr. O Conner, 5. Dr.
Martin, 10. Dr, Murphy, 8. Dr. Allender, 3.
Dr. Townsend, 8, Encampment.—Total 52,

September 14th,* No new cases of malignant character reported
west of the Falls, with the exception of oue case by Dr. Reese,
Pratt strept ! ! ]

Fell's Point—Dr, Allender, 6. Drs. Clendinen, 5. Dr. Mur-
phy, 6. Dr. Martin, 8. Dr. ©'Conner, 2. Dr. i’ L 8
_&I{)r. Townsend 1, Encampment, removed to the Hospital.—To-
tal 80,

September 15th, No case of malignant character reported west
of the Falls, with the exception of vne ease by Dr. Fisher, South
Charles street, removed from the Point, yesterday afternoon,

Fell’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 6. Dr. ilurphy, 8. Dr. 0°Con-
ner 2. Dr. Martin, 13.—~7Total 30.

September 16th, No new cases of malignant character reported
west of the Falls. ‘

Feli’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 5. Dr. Martin, s. 0°Conner; 1.
Dr. Allender indisposed.f (Dr. Murphy out of town.)—"T'otal 14,

September 17th, No new cases of malignant eharacter reported
west of the Falls. .

Fell’s Point—Dr. O’Connory 6. Dr. Murphy, 3.  Drs. Clen-
dinen, 8. Dr. Martin, 13.

Dr. Readel, 1, Old Town confracted at the Point. Dr. Gilling-

bam, 1, Front Street Old Town, contracted at the Point.—To-
tal 27.

S%tember 18th, No new cases of malignant character west of
the Falls,

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 6. Dr. 0°Connor, 5. Dr, Murphy,
L

Dr. Pagé, 1, Granhy street, contracted on the Point. Dr. Reese,
2, Harford Road! removed from Woll street, F. P.—Total 19.

* Dr. Henry Dorrey died of the Fever on this day.

1 Dr. Allender left town about the date of this record, and did pot return
10 practice again during the Fever,
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September 19th, No new cases reporfed as having originated
west of the Falls, with the exeeption of one case by Dr. Richardsen,
Sharp street. »

Fell’s Point—=Dr. Murphy, 6. Dr."Martin, 8. Dr. ’Conner, 5.

Dr. Perkins, 2, Dr. Hall, 2, removed from the Point. Dr.
i}reviu, 1, French street. Dr. Townsend, 2, contracted on the

oint,

Drs. Clendinen, reported on the 20th, 13 eases, ending on the
morning of the 19th.—Total 39.

September 20th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 8. Dr. Murphy, 2.
Drs. Clendinen, 4. .

Dr. Coulter, 2. Dr. Townsend, 1, Encampment. Dr. Potter,
1, Commeree street ; originated west of the Falls, Dr. Baker,
1, cuntracted at the Point.—"Tatal 19.

September 21st, Fell’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 6. Dr. Mur-
ph{’, 15, Dr. Martin, 19, Dr. O'Connor, 2.

Dr. Page, 1, Harris’ Ureek.  Dr Sinnot, 1, HooK's Town
Road, Dr. Coulter, 1, Gough street. 'Total 43.

September 224, No cases of malignant character, reported, as
haviug ariginated west of the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin, 5. Dr. Murphy, 4. Dr. Page, 1,
Washington street.  Dr. Reese, 4, previously reported by Dr.
Martin,

Dr. Brevitt, 1, eontracted on the Point, Dr. Jamison, 1, Jail,
do. do, Dr. Handy, 1, Jail, do. do. Drs. Birekhead and Bond,
1—1otal 15. .

September 23d, No cases of malignant reported west of the Falls,

Fell’s Point—Dr, Maiiin, 7. Dr, O’Conner, 8. Dr. Murphy, 6.
Dr. Page, 1, Gough street. :

Dr. Taylor, 1, East side of Pratt street hridge. Dr. Coulter, 1,
Happy alley.  Drs. Bicekliead and Bond, 1 East of the Falls.  Dr.
Sinnot, 1, place not designated. .

Drs. Clendinen had 6 new eases this day, but not reported un-
til the afternoon—t'otal 32.

* September 2ath, No new eases of malignant eharaeter reported
as having originated west of the Falls.

Fell‘si‘_oinl—l)r. Martin, 14.  Dr. Murphy, 11. Dr. 0’Con-
ner, 2. Drs. Clendinen, 6.

Dr. Reese, 1, Mill street, near the Jail, eontracted at the Point.
Dr. Townserd, 3, Encampment, lately removed from the Point.
Dr. Jennings, 1, euu’lracu»ﬁ on the Point. Dr. Donaldson, 4, eon-
traeted on the Point.—Total 39.
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September 25th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Martin 9. Dr. Murphy, 4.
Dr. OConner, 5. Drs, Clendinen, 6. Dr.  Johnson, 3.

Dr. Reese, 4, Britton street, contracted on the Point. Dr, H,
Bond, 1, contracted on the Point.—"Total 29,

September 26th, No new eases of malignunt charaeter reported
west of the Falls.

Fell’s Point—Drs. Clendinen, 6. Dir. Murphy, 9. Dr. Mar-
tin, 14,

l,}r. Couller, 1, contraeted at the Point. Dr, Dunan, 1, remov-
em from the Point.—Total 30.

September 27th, No new eases of malignant characster reported
as having originated west of Harford Run,

Fell’s Point—Dr. Johuson,* 5. Dr. O’Conner, 9. Dr. Murphy,
6. Drs. Clendinen, a.

Dr. Cromwell, 1, contracted at the Point, Dr. Dunan, 1, Fe-
deral Hill, a Fisherman.—Total 26.

September 28th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnson, 8. Dr. Ealer,t 3.
Dr. O’Couner, indisposed. Drs. Clendinen, .

Drs. Jennings ang Marrast, 1, Federal Hill, a fisherman who
has been down the river lately. Dr. Caldwell, 1, Alms House.
Total 18.

September 29th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johinson, 2. Dr. Murphy, 5,
Dr. Ealer, 1.

Dr. Page, 3, two Washington street, Fell’s Point, and one Ex-
eter street, Old Town, contracted at the Point  Dr. Welsh, 1,
contracted at the Point.  Dr. Townsend, 1, Eneampment.f Dr.

* His residence hitherto has been west of the Fulls; he has now gone dawn
to the Point to occupy the premises and attend to the practice of Br. 8. B.
Murtin, who has left the City to join his family.

1 Dr. Baler, the only Apothecary remaining within the impure limits of
air now began to report cases as an uttending Physician,

Of wiwe practicing Physicians who resided on the Point when the Fever
first began to rage, there remained to the lust due three : OF three who sub.
sequently took up their residence there as assistants two died, and one con-
tinued until the disease subsided, and then settied there permanently.  From
a few Physicians west of the Falls, (particularly Dr J. Owen,) the sick re-
ceived constant attendance during the whole calamity.

$+ ANNAPOLIS, September 26th, 1819.
SIR, _

Understanding that the number of unfortunate and distressed
persons, who have been driven from Fell’s Point by the prevailing Fever,
and who are now supported at the expense of the City of Baltimore, at the
place called the encampment, increases daily ; and that the lown of all or o purt
of the tents belonging to the State, of which there ave several hundred in
Baltimore, might be of service : Although the exccutive may perhaps not
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Alexander, 1. Dr. Brevitt, 1, High street. Dr. Taylor, 2, Front
street, Old T'own, contracted the disease near Pratt street bridge,
one on M’Eldrey’s wharf.—Total 17.

hSeptember 3othy* Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnson, 6. Dr, Mar
3. :

¥ {)’r. Dunan, 3, two on the Point and one on the Philadelphia
Road. Dr. H. Bound, 1, contracted at the Point. Dr. Baker, 1,
Gilford alley, contracted at the Point. Br. Alexander, 1, North
Calvert street, a Seaman. Dr, Page, 2, one Washinﬁon street,
Fell s Point one High street, M’Eldery’s wharf. Dr. Taylor, 1,
Prince street near Pratt street Bridge.—Tstal 18,

October 1st, Fell’s Point—Drs, Clendinen, 7. Dr. Johnson, 4.
Dr. Dunan, .

Dr. Handy, 1, Guilford alley, near Christopher Hughe’s—To-
tal 13.

October 2d, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnsen, 6. Dr. Murphy, 6. Drs.
Clendinen, 5.

have a legal authority to dispose of this article of the State’s property, I
have no doubt the rendering such an accomodation to your City in its pre-
sent distress, would be approved of and sanctioned by the Legislature. I
wonld therefore venture, with the approbation of such of the gentlemen of
the Council as I can have an opportunity to consult, to furnish you with as
many of the tents as you may require, upon a satisfactory engagemcnt being
entered into for their return, As Col. Howard, one member of the Couneil
is in Bultimore, it might be respectful, and proper for you fo mention the
subject to him, that his opinion as to the propriety of this measure may be
communicated. I will myself advise with Major Chapman, another mem-
ber of the Council, who is in Annapolis. Ifyou find it necessary to make
use of the accomodation suggested, any communication you may think pro-
per to make upou the subject will be respectfully and promptly attended to,

I will ask the favour of you to put the inclosed order into the
hands proper to direct its application to the object intended,

With much respect I am Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Edward Johnson, Esq. C. GOLDSBOROUGH.
g, < A —
SIR,

T have the honour to enclose an order for the delivery of an

tents or articles of Camp Equipage belonging to the State of Maryland,

which may be required for the accomodation of our fellow citizens in the
encampment.

And remain very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

) JOHN E HOWARD, Jun.
Wiz Honour the Mayor of Baltimore.

* Dr, J, O'Conner died of the prevailing Fever on this day.
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Reese, 2, Bond street, F. P. Dr. Townsend, 1, Encampment.
Dr. Coulter, 1, Carolina, street F. P. Dr. Duanan, 3, one Fell’s
Puint, one High street, 0. T, one York street. Dr. Page, 4,
Alisanna street, F. P,

Deduet from the above amount of new eases, the two cases from
Bond street, previously report by Dr. Murphy.— l'otal 25.

October 8d, No ecases of malignant Fever reported west of Har-
ford Run.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnson,8. Dr. Murphy, 8. Dr, Clendinen,
5. Dr. Coulter, 1.—~Total 12.

October 4th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnson, 4. Dr. Murphy, &'
Brs. Clendinen, 5. Dr. Ealer, 2. Dr. Page, 1.

Dr. Welsh, 2, one Bridge street extended, contracted on Smith’s
deck, one Green strent, O. I. Dr, Dunan, 1, removed from the
Point.—Total 20.

October th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Murphy, 4. Dr. Johnson, 2.
Dr. Haler, 1.

Dr, Dunan, 2, Federal Hill, corner of Hill and Goodman streets,
Total 9. -

October 6th, No new cases reported west of Harford Run.
Fell’s Point—Dr. Murf)hy, 6. Dr. Johnson, 8. Drs. Clen-
dinen, 2. Dr, Ealer, 1 r. Page, 3.—"Total 15,

October 7th, Fell’s Point—~Drs. Clendinen, 7. Dr. Johnson, 2,
Dr. Murphy, 8. Dr, Ealer, 2.

Dr. Dunan, 3, one French street, 0. T. one Gosdman street,
one removed from the Point.—"Uotal 17.

Octcber sthy, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johoson, 1. Dr. Murphy, 5.
Dr. Baler, 2. Drs. Clendinen, 3.
Drs. Jennings and Marrast, 4, near Hughs’ Quay.—Total 12.

October 9th, No new eases of malignant character reporied
west of Harford Run.

Fell’s Point—Dr. Murphy, 3. Dr. Johnson, 2. Dr. Ealer, 1.
Drs. Clendinen, 3.—Total 9.

October toth, Fell’s Point—Dr. Murply, 6. Dr. Johnson, 2.
Drs. Clendinen, 1.  Dr. Coulter, 1. Total 10.

Octaober 11th, No new cases reported west of Harford Run.
Fell’'s Point—Dr. Johnson, 4. Dr. Murphy, 5. Drs. Clen-
dinen, 1.—Total 10.

October 12th, Fell’s Point—Dr. Johnson, 5. Dr. Murphy, 5.
Drs. Clendinen, 2.
Dr. Taylor, 2, returned from the couniry a few days since.

Dr. Reese, 1, visited the Point.—"V'otal 15.

o
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This day the Board diseontinued to collect the reports of the
Physicians wdst of Harford Run.

October 15th, Dr. Murphy, 8. Dr. Johuson, 2. Drs. Clendin-
en, 4.—[otal 9,

October 14ih, Dr. Johnson, 4. Drs. Clendinen, 5. Dr. Mur-
phy, 3.—Total 12.

October 16th, Dr. Murphy, 3. Dr. Johnson, 4. Drs. Clendin-
en, 5.~ Lotal 9.

Ociober 16th, Dr. Johnson, 2. Dr. Murphy, 4. Drs. Clendin-
en, 2. Dr. Ealer, 2—Total 10.

October 17th, Dr. Murphy,* 2. Drs. Clendinen, 4. Dr. John-
son, 3.—Total 9.

Octoper 18th, Drs. Clendinen, 3.
October 19thy, No new cases reported this day.

October 20th, No new eases this day.—The Board discontinued to
eollect the reports of the Physicians of Fell's Point.—Total 1,005,
But this number is not supposed to include all the eases which oe-
curred during the summer.

ERRATA—August 26th, read, Dr, Murphy, 16.
e (1 ——

FELL'S POINT, 1st November, 1819.
Fo Edward Johnaon, Esq. :
SIR,

THE Malignant Fever of this place having now terminated, we of-
fer you our final report comprising all the Bilious Fevers with which we
have had to contend from the first of July to this date >

It appears from our books, that we have reported to the Board of Health,
272 patients as having had Mavigxaxr Feven.  Of this number we sent two
to the Hospital. The balance under our care 270, These we have divided
into twa clusses. The first embracing such as applied within twenty-four
hours of their attack, 144-—of whem 12 died. The second class, such as
applied from the 2d to the Sth day, 126—of whom 26 died. Total deaths
38. Total recovered 232.

Beside the cuses so reported we had 60 patients, who laboured under the
same chavacter af Fever, and 300 who had milder grades of Fever. Ahbove
one half of the first named patients sickened in the neighborhood of the
City, before the daily reports were issued. The remainder fell under our
notice subsequently, in the country, among those who had gone away in
hopes to escape the disease—of those 4 died. A very large proportion of
the latter characier sickened in town, in July and August, and some at
every period of the summer: But the greatest number of them, after leavin
town, and taking up their abode near marshes—of those § died. Tota
of every grade 630—0f deaths 47. Recovered 583.

W. H. & A, CLENDINEN.

* Dr. Henderson, a native of Virginia, who had volunteered his services,
and aided Dr, Murphy, died of the Fever about the date of this repert.
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Report of Interments in the City of Baltimore, from the first of
January, 1819, to the fivst of January, 1520.

JANUARY ¥
FEBRUARY - -

MARCH - -
APRIL - - .
MAY - . -
JUNE P pherd -

JULY - - +

AUGUST - E -

SEPTEMBER - -
OCTOBER - - -
NOVEMBER - =
DECEMDER =T g

Years . -
From two to five years
five to ten .

ten to twent

- twenty to thirty
thirty to forty
forty to fifty -

Abcess 1
Apoplexy 21
Asthma 5
Burn 2
Caneer 4
Casualty 17
Child-bed 18
Cholera-morbus 125
Chalic 4
Cnnsnmpl'mn 272
Convalsions 89
Cramp in the stomach 3
Croup 57
Decay 88
Dropsay 41
Do. in the head oa
Drounded 31
Dysentery 21
Epilepsy 4
Fever 4

Bilious 73

MALES,

Frmares. ToTar.
47 | 124
56| 116
62 | 145
72| 149
67 | 155
47 | 121

112 | 238
120 | 316
202 | 474
105 | 243
50 | 104
44 | 104

OF WHOM
CoLovien.
.40

27

44

51

Toran

1,303

OF WHOM WERE

OF the age of one year and under 516 [ From hity to sixty
Betwsen the age of one and two

sixty to seventy

| o84 2,87 |

- TR

- 39

- 252 seventy to eighty - - 3§

R s 52 cighty toninety - v

« 147 ninety toanhundred . 9

- - 201 over an hundred g < d

- L3 Still born - O 108
- - 191 e
- 117 Toran 2,287
OF THE FOLLOWING DISEASES :

Fever Intermittent 4| Murdered 7
Malignant 350(01d Age w
Nervous 2| Palsy 7
Remittent 21 Plurisy 41
Typhus 84 | Rheumatism 5

Flux 5 {Serofula 2

Fistula 1 |Small-pox 1

Gravel 5 | Sore throat 11

Gout 1{Spasm 3

Hamorrhage 518t born 105

Hives 3 [Sudden death 16

Jaundice 2| Do. by drinking cold

Intemperance 46| water 8

Insanit: 1 [Suicide 3

Inflammation of the Syphilis 3

stomach 1 |Teething 27
+ Lungs 29 | Whooping-cough 78
: Bowels 1| Worms 59
Brain 10 |Unknown g1

Lock-jaw 2 ——

Measles 116 Torar 2,287

Mortification 26

: Inflammatory 2

By arder of the Board of Health,

P. REIGART, Sec’ry
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Extract from the Mayor's Message.
———C i E—

Gentlemen of the First and Second Branches of the City Council,

THE awlul visitation with which it has pleased Divine
Providence to afflict a part of our City, during the past summer,
and the many inconveniences experienced by all, any ways con-
nected with the general prnsq«rity and welfare, will impose ar-
duous and important additional duties to he performed by you dur-
ing your present session, as an investigation of the probable eanse
of the origin, and extension of the late exlumitous g‘lpitlemie. and
providing measures of precaution relative (o the future health of
the City, and removing every nuisance that may he suspected of
contributing to the produeiion or extension of disease, will eer«
tainly be expected by our fellow citizens.,

With a view to be enabled (o afford you all the assistanee in my
power, I addressed a Cirenlar to the Medical Gentlemen of our
City, requesting their opinion and advice as to the probable cause
of the fate Epidemie, and of the existence of nuisances, either ge-
neral or particular, whereby the health of the City was probably
impaired ; and what measures they would recommend, as the
eheapest, most expeditious and most effectual for their removal.

Caleulating en the continuance of the strong interest felt by them
on this subject, and so often manifested by lﬁeir prompt attention
to the many and troublesome eommunications from the Board of
Health, during the time of the Fever, (with great pleasure I men-
tion the able couneil and support which we constantly received
from the Medical Gentlemen generally, during the time of the dis-
tress ©) Many of whom visited the Health Office almost daily, to see
in what manner they ecould become servieceable ; not the Junior
members of the Faculty only, bot sueh as by age and experience
are considered as at the head of the profession,

Very early in the disease anticipating ifs extension, preparations
were made for the eomfort and relief of those resident within the
infected distriet, wha were solicited and personally importuned to
remove, without much effeet, until the 27th day of August, when
the character of the disease was clearly ascertained, and fifty-two
mew cases reported by the Physiciaus.

The Officer commanding the United States Arsenal, near this
City, being applied to. freely granted as many tents as we request-
ed; and it is with pleasure T add, that this humane act has been
highly approved by the War Department: The Governor of Ma-.
ryland also, spontaneously tendered the use of those belonging to
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the state, 5o far as he could influence the disposal uf them, aceom-
panying this tender with a handsome private donation, for the use
of the peor. Two rope walks at the eastern extremity of the (:hﬁ
were also obtained, which with the tents, were soon filled wit
near a thousand people.

To provide for their wants, and preserve order among such &
population hastily collected together, and composed of almost eve-
deseription of persons, a Committee of eight of our worthy ei-
zens, to wit: John Hillen, Joseph Townsend, Frederick Shaeffer,
John Lee, Eli Baldersan, Richard K. Heath, Lambert Thomas
and George Decker, were appointed to manage the weighty con-
cern. System immediately sprung from their exertions : order
was introduced, eleanliness enforeed, and provisions distributed,
with a bountiful yet discriminating hand ; the necessary conse-
quence of which was that uncommon health was enjoyed, although
a part of the time they were encamped was very inclement.

When the sickness abated, it is but just to say, that they return-
ed to their own houses in a very orderly manner, fully impressed
with a sense of the beneficent efforts that had been made to pre-
serve them from the pestilence, and to provide them with the ne-
eessaries of life.

For the relief of the poor at the Encampment, the Commissioners
expended articles to the value of eight thousand three hundred and

eleven dollars, of which they have rendered a minute and detailed
aceount,

The resources for this disbursement were chiefly furnished by
donations in money, and provisions by our eitizens, excepting the
E;fmmﬂs aids received from George Town, (Distriet of Columbia,)
Tawney Town, and Union Town, in Frederick County.

When the encampment was broken up, the artieles on hand were
distributed with diseretion, and the amount of donations was so
managed as to meet the disbursements. The highest encomium 1
can pass, and the strongest e%ressian of the grateful sense felt
for the kind and friendighid derived from their labours will be

made by ealling your attention to a report of their proceeding here-
with presented to you.

In adverting to this calamity I should commit an aet of injus-
tice, were 1 to neglect noticing the humane and magnanimous ex-
ertions of the Medical Gentlemen, residing in, or in the yieinity of
the infected district, and those who velunteered their assistance
when the disease had attained its greatest extent and malignity ;
some time previous te whieh periog the more wealthy of aur citi-
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zens and their families from within the distriet had remeved, and
very few remained except those who, by the deprivation of the
usual means of support, or from extreme indigence, were able to
afford but little prospeet to the Physician of pecuniary remunera-
tion, equal even to that which he might actually be ealled upon to
expend from his own means on their aceount : They still perse-
vered and attended, indiseriminately, all, the rich and the poor,
sulfering no eonsiderations to deter them from the indulgence of
their philanthrophic feelings.  As the cases of afiliction malhipli-
ed, the ealls upon them inereased, and their natural rest was de-
stroyed, and their anyieties strained {o such a piteh, their own
lives sppeared likely to beeome a sacrifiee to their disinterested
zeal, | had daily interviews with them, and eould not but ob-
serve that they were exhausted, completely worn out 3 and it ap-
peared to me impossible, that the sick could much longer receive
from them that prompt and steady attention the nature of the ma-
lady required.

In this situation of things my duty appeared obvious : supported
in this, as in all other the most trying oceurrences of the time, by
the board of health, the Medieal ﬁeul!emeu were encouraged to a
continuance of their Kind oflices among a people whase confidence
they possessed, and were promised the aid and assistance of other
Physicians, as far as I eould rightfully do, and the faith of the Ci-
ty wag pledged to indemnify them all for their attendanee on the
poor, which I entreated might be given as freely to them as to
others. 1 feel it my bounden duty to deelare my convietion that
the Medical Gentlemen loeated at or near the infected distriet, and
those who in the emergeney stated, sl(:lpperl forward to assist them
with equal humanity and equal hazard to themselves, administer-
ed to such as were the especial objeets of my eare as to those of
others who were able to render complete remuneration.  Bor this
generous conduet they have strong clnims on our gratitude, and a
right to expeet pecuniary eompensation, for their time and mnm:ﬁ
expended. I feel it a duty likewise to notice the conduet of Noa
Fowler, one of the City Bailills, on this trying oceasion, whose la-
borious and dangerons duties of removing the siek, and attending
to the burying of the dead, were most faithfully and cheerfully per-
formed, though at the expense of gredtebodily futigue, and immi-
nent risk of the loss of life.

In the early part of the year the limited resourees of the City,
and the extreme difficulty of obtaining the requisite funds to meet,
even earrent expences, oceasioned a postponement of many works
direeted by the ordinanees of your last session to be completed.

The situation of Pratt street, at the time a perfeet nuisance, and
if not duly attended to likely to become the fruitful source of dis-

P
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ease and death, required and received the unremitted aitention of
the City Commissioners and Port Wardens, and the mud and other
filth was so effectually covered as to remove every apprehension of
danger.

The faithful and substantial manner of its completion affords

eneral satisfaetion, being entirely of stone instead of wood, there-
1y removing the fears and apprehensions of many, the Medical
Gentlemen of our City considering our decaying wooden wharves as
contrihuting largely in the production of miasma, and thereby en-
dangering the general health of our City.

Junuary 3rd, 1820.
——— A —

Dxr., Asuton ALEXANDER,
President of the District Medical Society

SIR,

'THE committee to whom is referred by both hranches of the City
Couneil that part of the Mayor’s communieation, recommendin
an inquiry into the eauses, ‘and the ad;rlien of the most effeetna
means to prevent the reeurrence of the Malignant Fever with which
our city was so unhappily afflicted during the last summer, sen-
sible of the great importanee of this enquiry, and aware of the well
grounded anxiety ol our citizens on these interesting subjects, are
anxions to possess the fullest and most aceuratd information rela-
tive to them; they have therefore addressed this society, to the re-
sult of whose deliberations they look with confidence for materials
of a report, on which laws will be founded, that may in their ad-
ministration, under Divine Provideénce, prevent a return to our city
of this distressing calamity, and extend its ben ficial effeets to our
sister cities. The committee respeeifully invite the attention of
the society to the following questions, and hope to reeeive the re-
quired information at as early a period as the other engagements
of the society will admit of.

1st. What were the eauses, general and partienlar, which in
the opinion of' the District Medical Society, produeed the Malig-
nant Fever at Smith’s wharf, and what at Fell’s Point, in the
summer of eighteen hundred and nineteen.

2d. Particularly, how far was the Fever to be aseribed to the
heat and dryness of the season s how far to the decomposition or de-
cay of animal substances; low far to the vegetable substances ;
aud how far to stagnant water in any part of the eity,
L7
4
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3. Was it in any degree, and to whit extent, to be aseribed (o
the eondition of Smith’s wharf; the alley hack : to Wolf street and
Pitt street: to made grounds, eellars under made grounds; aund the
situation of cellars generally, and to the lowness, or eoundition of
back yards. - i

4th, Was it in any degree to be aseribed to wharves being buili
of wood 3 and is there any thing peculiar in the construetion of the
wharves near where the fever most prevailed:

oth. Was the fever imported: was any foreign substance of a
hurtfu! kind brought to eur city, which, in whole or in part, caus-
ed the fevers is 1t eontagious; were there any cases of contagion.

6th In what degree was the prevalence of the fever to be aserih-
ed to the habits, made ol living, &e. of the people in the infeeted
parts of the city.

Yih. What changes do yon recommend in the organization of
ihe Board of Health ; what alterations in the ordinances relative
to quarantines what rveform in the police and regulations of tlie
vity 3 would not a rigorous inspection into the condition of the cel-
lars, vards, &e of the low parts of the eity, particularly near the

“water, us carly as Murch in each year, be benéficial, and a judi-

eious precaution.

The cammittee wonld be glad fo receive from the society any
piher information eonnested with these inquiries, that would assist
the committee in making a report, conformably with the refercnee
to them by the City Couneil as aforesaid.

Sigued, 5

DAYID BURKE,
. _ Chaivman of the Commillee.
Bultimove Jauvary, 1820. ‘ '

gt u--.-.

To DAYVID BURKE, Esa.
Chairman of t‘.kg Committee. &c.
Bean Siny -

T enelose you the answer of the Distriet Medieal and Chirurgi-
cal Society, to your letter, addressed to ily through the President.

_ JOHUN B. CALDWELL, Sec’y,
Baltimore, January 22d, 1520,
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The healih of our city is a suhject full of interest, and in the
promotion of this grand ohjeet, the most active and zealous eo-ope-
ration of every citizen is demanded, and more especially of those
who have made the preservation of that invaluable blessing the
subject of their peculiar study. The sosiety has viewed with the
most anxious solicitude the recent appraravee of the Malignant
Yellow Fever amongst us 3 and sinee their co-operation has been
invited by the constitutéd wuthorities of the eity, they hayve em-
braced the earliest opporiunity to deliberate on that momenious
subjeet.

The society cannot help feeling deeply impressed with the mag-
nitude and importance of the trust assigned to thew, and in order
to méel its responsibilities, they have reflected much, they have
listened to every suzgestion which an ardent wish for the prosperity
of our eity eould inspire, and carefully examined every proposi-
tion tending either direetly or indirectly to estahlish and perpetu-
ate the general health. The result of their deliberations is ves-
peetfully submitted to the eonsideration of the Mayor and Council.

"The Maliznant Fever which prevailed at Smith’s wharf and at
Fell’s Point in the summer of 1819, in the opiyion of this Society,
is to be aseribed to the decomposition of vezetable matters—This
opinion is su'[;po'r{ed' by the f'ul‘lowinﬁ facts—The alley back of
Smith's wharl has been filled up with dock mud, shavings, and
other putreseent materials—"The same remarks will apply to the
constraetion of Siith’s wharl gencrally, and alio to those parts of
the Point where the fever fiest appeared. It is highly probable
that the logs composing the wharves in many places, have contris
huted in their decomposition (o the produetion of the uwoxions cause,
1t is notorious te all who have mude any observations on this sub-
jeet, that the disease raged with more vielence along the eourse of
the wharves and the made grounds in their vieinity. thau in places
remote. From a recent inspeetion of Kere’s wharf, aod other
wharves, it has been diseovered, that from the deeay of the Facings of
the wharl, the water has heen admitted, so as to have formed subter-
raneous pools. These may have found eommunication with the cel-
lars in the made grounds in the vieinity, and may have penstrated
to the piles constituting the foundation of the neighhouring houses,
and thus have been led up into celiars, which may be the depo-
sits of various putreseible artieles. ‘The immense mass of materials
just adverted to, are buried from the eye of a superficial observer,
these materials have existed, and others have been accumulaling
for many years, Why have they remained so lonz dormant? so

* long innoxious P, While the heal of aur summer remained moder-
ate, the destruetive prineipal was only partially evolved; but
when the intense heat of the last summer penetrated the apparent-
Iy inoffensive earthly covering, and reached the subjacent masz of
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perishable materials, they were subjected o a temperature to which
they were unaccustomed—a temperature whieh gave origin to the
cause of the disease

Question as to the efficiency of putrid animal matters producing
Yellow Fever.

The soeiely does not consider the putrefaction of animal matters
competent to the production of Yellow Fever.

’ Question of influence af back yards.
The lowness of back yards, especially when they become the
deposits of Kitehon offuls and vegetable matters, renders them lia-
ble to produce Yellow Fever,

Question of contagion and importation.

The doetrines of eontagion and importation receive no eounfe-
nance from this society—"They helieve that the eause of the dis-
ease may he imported : by this is understood a cargo of vegetahle
substanees in a putrescent stafe,

Question as to influence of habits, modes of living, &e.

The habits, modes of living, &e. of the people in the infect-
ed district, did not differ from those of ather persons of the same
rank or eharacter in other parts of the eity, where the disease
did not prevail, consequently the disease eould not with any pro-
priety be referred o these eirenmstances as the cause,

When a distriet is infeeted, all who breathe the air of that dis-
triet may be considered as under the impression of the remote
eause, (i.e. the noxious air.) The inhalation of this noxious air
does not neeessarily induce disease—It is often inhaled with im-
punity : but when by irregularity of living, excesses of any kind,
want of sastenance or logs of rest, the system becomes debi]itated,
the disease is {requently excited, when it might otherwise have
been avoided,

Having adverted to the supposed eanses of the late epedemic—
the following sugazestions are respeetfully recommended to the at-
tention of your body as ealeulated to mitigate the foree, if not to
prevent the reeurrenee of the dire ealamity under which a part of
our community lately suffered se severely—

1st. In the organization of the Board of Health it would be im-
ortant to have at least one medieal charaeter, to whose counsel
they might refer in all matters touching the health of the eity—
having at command an energetie police, vested with full powers ta
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remove persons and property in all eases where the publie welfare
and safety require it.

2dly. The most prompt attention should be paid to the docks
and wharves, more espeeially to those in the viemity of which the
Fever first prevailed. The decks should be eleansed early in the
spring, and the mud proceeding therefrom shauld, if deposited on
the surface, be protected from the sun by a dense eovat of clay or
other earth. The wharves should be elosely inspeeted and when
perishable and putreseible materials have {;een deposited in any
quantity, they should, if practicable, be removed, or if that cannot
be done, a heavy covering of elay should be faithfully applied
over the general surface of the wharf, and puddled along the logs
down te the waters edge; after which they should have a thiek
stratum of sand and be firmly paved, with an elevation in the cen-
tre, so as to permit the rain to wash off any impurities whieh may
be deposited on the surface. This it is presumed will form a coat
80 impervious as lo resist the transmission of the noxious ehuvia.
In future it should be subjoined that all wharves or repairs of
wharves should be eonstructed on the plan of Pratt street wharf,
with stone facings descending to low or beneath low water mark,
so that the logs which support them may always be immersed in
water, and um?er'-thesa circumslances they are less liable (o decay.

. 8dly. The streets, lanes and alleys, which are unpaved, more
especially such as are in the vicinity of the docks, should be well
covered with earth and paved —and if putrescent matters ahound,
they should if possible be dug ont and removed. Those already
paved, which contain water, should be raised. and n more vigilant
attention paid to the sewers and gutters generally.

4thly. Cellars in made grounds should either be prohibited, or
the proprietor or oceupier should be compelled tv keep them dry.

5ihly. Heavy penalties should be inflicted on all persons wha
fill up low, wet grounds with putreseent materials, Al made
grounds should he kept dry, either by raising them so as to carry
off the water, or by draining them.

6thly. The cave between Town and Point should be improv-
ed, wharved out and filled up as soon as may be practicable The
shores of the cove afford a prolifie soil for the generation of the
eause of Yellaw Fever. “T'he space between M?Eldery’s and Jones?
Falls is also in a situation requiring the attention of the corpora-
tion,

_7thly. Tt would be highly important te establish a regular and
rigorous inspeetion of back yards, cellars and lots in made grounds,
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more particularly these near the water, commeneing in Mareh
and eontinuing until November,

&thly. Measures should be taken to remove all offals or impu-
rities of any deseription which may be deposited on the wharves
or in the doecks.

“9thly. The quarantine mﬁulaﬁons should be rigid!y enforeed in
all cases where the cargo is damaged or the vessel isin a foul state,
until & change of condition will safely permit her entrance into
port—Dbat these regulations shonld not deprive the passengers or
erew of the privilege of free communication with the eity.

10thly. As the city extends, lots should be Purehased as public
squares (o favour the free eirculation of air—"The planting of trees
is. recommended generally : for this purpose some of our forest
trees, which are highly ornamental, may be introdueed 3 they would
aftord a shade in summer, and prove eminently serviceable in pu.
rifying the atmosphere, _

41th. [t is respectfully recommended that the following laws be
repealed 5 first, that restricting hogs running at large: secondly,
that whieh makes it penal to throw kitehen offals in the streets—
"The propriety of this recommendation is founded on the faet, that
hogs destroy vast quantities of sueh matters, whieh, if suftered to
undergo decomposition, might prove pernicious to health. At the'
same time il is expeeted that the superintendants of streets will
not permit any aceumulation of these matters, which may become
a source of annoyanee to the citizens.

By order of the Society,

: ASHTON ALEXANDER, Pres's.
Joux B. Carpwerr Sec’y. :




